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Explore development in Massachusetts through a 
collaborative inventory of past, present, and future projects. 



Democratize Information:
Making data easy to find and 
use

Municipalities hold a lot of 

information that is valuable ðand 

sometimes critically important ðto 

residents, organizations, developers,

and neighboring governments



The Challenge

Tracking and anticipating

development across the region

comes from disparate data sources

and multiple municipal planning

departments.



Visit MassBuilds.com
Interactive map | Data download | Contribute data



MassBuildsisé
a free tool for tracking past, present, and planned 
development.

a living library, powered by a community of Municipal 
Data Stewards, developers, citizens, and MAPC staff.



Benefits to Municipal 
Planners
ÅFree, online, searchable library for tracking planned 
development

ÅResource to share information with residents

ÅMakes space for òBig picture thinkingó ðsee development 
trends in aggregate, over time, town by town

ÅUse data for further analysis (TOD, Hazard Mitigation Plans, 
etc) 



Exploring and 

Exporting Data













Data 

Sources

Municipal Records: planning board 
meeting minutes, municipality websites

News Articles: Boston Globe, 
Wicked Local, etc.

Development sites: Bldup, coUrbanize, 
BBJ Crane Watch, etc.



Municipal Data Stewards
ÅAlready use development information in their work

ÅWork as planners or in economic/ community 
development

ÅAre Responsible for quarterly edits/ additions of 
development data



Adding and 

Editing Projects



Beta



Add

ÅProject name*

ÅDescription*

ÅProject Tags

ÅStatus*

ÅCompletion year*

ÅParking spaces*

ÅAddress

ÅHousing units* by type

ÅCommercial square 

footage by type

ÅProject area

ÅProject height

ÅEmployment change

ÅReason for the proposal*

Required fields marked with *



All edits are moderated by 

MAPC staff and therefore will 

not show up on the site right 

away.

If notice a project should be 

deleted please email 

sphilbrick@mapc.orgor 

info@massbuilds.com

mailto:sphilbrick@mapc.org
mailto:info@massbuilds.com


Using the data

47% of MassBuildsprojects are 

within a ½ mile walkshed of a rapid transit 

or commuter rail stop

The ratio of parking spots to housing units for 

multi-family developments in MassBuildsis 

1.38spaces/unit

8projects are located in a 

2014 FEMA High Risk Costal Area 

Massbuildsdata in this analysis current as of 5/8/2017

49% of housing units òin 
planningó are proposed to be built in an 

Environmental Justice block group (2010)






