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Disparate Impacts of COVID-19 on 
Lower-Income and Communities of Color 



Disparate Impacts of COVID-19 on 
Lower-Income and Communities of Color 



Somerville’s focus is on public health and 
an equitable economic recovery 



Our Current Policy Responses*

*Somerville’s COVID-19 mobility strategies are not limited to “Shared Curbs” and “Shared Streets”



Strategy 3: 

Shared Curbs for 
Physical Distancing



Shared Curbs for Physical Distancing
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Shared Curbs: Stakeholder Request Form



Shared Curb Peer Example: 
Brookline “Extend the Sidewalk”



Shared Curbs Pilot #1: Union Square 
(existing sidewalk +/- 7 feet including furniture zone)

● Conversion of 17’ angled parking to:
○ 9’ pedestrian zone
○ 8’ loading/pickup parking 

zone

●  15 min parking zone
○ Retains ADA space
○ Reduction of only 2 parking 

spaces

● Pedestrian zone marked with 45 
weighted channelizer cones spaced 
at 5’ and 8’

● Utilize existing crosswalk and 
driveway for ramp entry/exit onto 
walkway

https://www.trafficsafetystore.com/delineator-tubes/channelizer-42#LC42-4


Pilot 1: Design (existing sidewalk +/- 7 feet including furniture zone)

● Conversion of 17’ angled parking to:
○ 9’ pedestrian zone
○ 8’ loading/pickup parking 

zone

●  15 min parking zone
○ Retains ADA space
○ Reduction of only 2 parking 

spaces

● Pedestrian zone marked with 45 
weighted channelizer cones spaced 
at 5’ and 8’

● Utilize existing crosswalk and 
driveway for ramp entry/exit onto 
walkway

https://www.trafficsafetystore.com/delineator-tubes/channelizer-42#LC42-4


Strategy 4: 

Shared Streets for 
Essential Trip-Making



Shared Streets for Essential Trip-making
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What are Shared Streets?
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Shared Streets appear similar to temporary 
closures during construction



Shared Streets Pilot #1: East Somerville



Shared Street Pilot #1: ~1.7 mile route
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Public School - Food Distribution

Food Pantry

Full-Service Grocery

Public School - Food Distribution

SULLIVAN SQUARE

ASSEMBLY SQUARE

UNION SQUARE

WINTER HILL

EAST SOMERVILLE



Shared Streets Network Plan
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Shared Streets allow motor vehicle access



Information / Feedback: SomerVoice



Strategy 5: 

Bus Priority Projects  
to help protect MBTA 
customers and workers



Shared Streets planning should consider 
bus transit



Bus priority project on municipal streets 
help MBTA manage bus crowding 



New bus lane planned in partnership 
with MBTA & MassDOT Highway
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