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Goals

• To provide you with some information on our 

Economic Development Program and the work that 

we are currently doing. 

• To hear your perspective on your economic 

development initiatives and learn more about your 

technical assistance needs. 



Agenda

• The MAPC Economic Development framework

• Technical Assistance Overview

• Discussion



Economic Development



Economic Development Working Group



Economic Development Framework

• Equitable economic development in locations 

already served by existing infrastructure.  

WorkforceHousing

Transportation 

& Infrastructure





Economic Development District

• Organize and develop 
regional economic 
development priorities

• Develop and maintain 
Comprehensive 
Economic 
Development Strategy 
(CEDS)

• Advance projects 
through EDA funding 
application process



Key Regional Strategies

• Grow the creative economy

• Support small business 
growth

• Improve the workforce 
pipeline

• Work towards an equitable 
and resilient economy

• Facilitate commercial & 
mixed use development in 
smart growth locations.



Technical Assistance

• Planning

• Economic Development Visioning 

• Economic Impact Assessments

• Market Analysis

• Downtown Plans

• Corridor Studies

• eTOD

• ED Master Plan elements

• EDA Technical Assistance



Key Regional Strategies

Support small business growth

Facilitate commercial & mixed use 

development in smart growth locations



A Vision for Brookline’s Commercial Areas



Key Regional Strategies

Grow the creative economy



Cultural ED Planning

Project Components
• District Management & 

Funding Tools
• Case Study Research on 

Operations of specific types of 
cultural facilities

• Cultural Asset Mapping
• Arts & Cultural Workforce 

Development Strategies
• Managing Neighborhood 

Change



Growing the Creative Economy



NAICS Code Analysis



Consumer Expenditures on the Arts

Category TA1 TA2
Middlesex & 

Essex Counties
Massachusetts

Avg. 

spent*
SPI**

Avg. 

spent
SPI

Avg. 

spent
SPI

Avg. 

spent
SPI

Tickets to theatre, 

operas, or concerts
$88.46 168 $93.46 177 $87.91 167 $74.45 141

Tickets to movies, 

museums, or parks
$95.86 144

$100.3

0
151

$102.3

2
154 $87.57 132

Arts, crafts, 

toys, games

$129.7

3
129

$135.4

2
135

$138.7

3
138

$122.9

3
123

Magazine or

newspaper 

subscriptions

$64.20 153 $67.55 161 $60.76 144 $53.70 128

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Consumer Expenditure Survey 2013-

2014, Esri Analysis



Economic Benefits of the Arts



Key Regional Strategies

Work towards an equitable and resilient 

economy



Chelsea Food Study

• Economic Impact 
Study 

• Quantify the 
economic impacts of 
the Chelsea Food 
Distribution cluster 

• Articulate the 
environmental and 
economic challenges 
facing the food 
cluster in Chelsea



Key Regional Strategies

Improve the workforce pipeline



Regional Planning Workforce Skills 
Initiative

• Effort of the 

Workforce Skills 

cabinet to improve 

workforce skills, jobs 

readiness, vocational 

and other 

educational 

opportunities. 

Source: Commonwealth of Massachusetts Workforce Skills Cabinet



Questions?



Questions for Discussion

• What are some of the economic 

development related initiatives that are 

happening in your communities? 

• What regional economic development 

issues would you be interested in 

exploring?



Regional Issues



MAPC Economic Development Division


