
Your Community by the Numbers 
Accessing the most current and relevant Census data 

Alexandra Barker 

Data Dissemination Specialist 

U.S Census Bureau  

New York Regional Office 

617-519-1099 

Alexandra.s.barker@census.gov 





Top 10 Foreign Born Populations in Massachusetts by Country of Birth 
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Brazil +/-7,921 
Dominican Republic  +/-5,674 
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Hong Kong and Taiwan +/-6,213 
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Vietnam +/-4,664 
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Universe: Total Population 617,594 
2010 Census – Summary File 1 – DP-1 Profile of General Population and Housing Characteristics 



American FactFinder Components 

• Summary Levels 

– Geography 

• Program 

– Census or Survey 

• Data Sets 

– Data File 

• Product Type 

– Table or Map 



Summary Level: 

Geography  



Nation (010) 

Zip Code Tabulation 

Area (860) 

Metropolitan Areas (310) 

     States 040 

Congressional Districts (500)   Places (160) 

Counties (050) 

County Subdivision (060) 

Census Tracts (140) 

Block Groups (150) 

Blocks (100) 

      Cities and Towns 



Census Tract 3506, Middlesex County, MA 

 Census Tracts generally have a population of 1,500 to 8,000  

  (optimum 4,000) and follow physical boundaries. 



BG 1, Tract 3506, Middlesex County, MA 

 Block Groups generally have a population of 300 to 4,000  

   (optimum 1,500) and follow physical boundaries. 



Block 1000, BG 1, Tract 3506, Middlesex County, MA 

 

 Blocks:  the smallest geographic level for which census data is 

available. No population threshold. Size varies. 



Programs 



Program 
• Decennial Census 

– Every 10 years, Counts Residents 

• American Community Survey (ACS) 

– Annual Social, Economic and Housing data 

• Other Surveys and  

Censuses 

– Population Estimates 

– Economic Census 



Data Sets 



- 2010 Redistricting Data (P.L. 94-171) 

- 2010 Demographic Profile   

- 2010 Summary File 1  

- 2010 Summary File 2 

Data Sets  
2010 Census  

 



Census 2010: Summary File 1              
(SF1 = 100% Data) 
 Household Relationship 

Sex 

 Age 

 Hispanic or Latino Origin 

 Race 

 Tenure (own/rent) 

 Vacancy characteristics 

 Household Relationship 

Sex 

 Age 

 Hispanic or Latino Origin 

 Race 

 Tenure (own/rent) 

 Vacancy characteristics 

Summary File 2 

Cross references detailed race and ethnic groups with all data subjects in SF1 

 



 

Data Sets 
2000 Census 

 
 - 2000 Redistricting Data SF (P.L. 94-171) 

- 2000 SF 1 100% Data 

- 2000 SF 2 100% Data 

- 2000 SF 3 Sample Data 

- 2000 SF 4 Sample Data 

Comparable to 

ACS Data 



Data Sets 
American Community Survey (ACS) 

 
 

CURRENT DATA AVAILABLE FOR 2010! 

- Data is currently available for most geographic areas  

 - Areas with a population 65,000+: 1 Year Estimates  

 (data avail. for 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010)   

     - Areas with a population 20,000+: 3-Year Estimates        

  (data avail. for 2005-07, 2006-08, 2007-09, 2008-10) 

     - Areas below 20,000 (incl. census tracts & block groups):       

      5-year estimates (2005-09, 2006-10) 



Product Types 
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We welcome your feedback! 

Visit 

www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22E99V8

M2ME 

 


