
Regional Planning Agency • Healthy Community Design
Climate Change + Health • May 26, 2016

Glennon Beresin, Program Manager EPHT

MA Environmental 
Public Health Tracking



AGENDA

1. MA EPHT Overview

2. Demonstration

3. Future EPHT Tools
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HISTORY

• In 2000, the Pew Environmental Health Commission identified the 
lack of basic information needed to link environmental hazards and 
chronic diseases.

• The MA EPHT is part of the CDC’s federal Environmental Public 
Health Tracking program 

• The first EPHT Portal was created in 2008

• The current version went live at the end of 2014

• Now, moving toward a focus on data utilization and enhancements
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EPHT is a COLLABORATION
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National Programs

State Agencies

DPH Bureaus

BEH

• The Centers for Disease Control

• US Environmental Protection Agency

• Center for Health Information and 
Analysis

• Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection

• MDPH Massachusetts Cancer Registry 

• MDPH Registry of Vital Records and 
Statistics

• MDPH Center for Birth Defects

• MDPH Office of the General Counsel 

• MDPH Bureau of Community Health 
and Prevention

• Community Assessment Program

• Environmental Epidemiology Program

• Environmental Health Outreach and 
Edu Program

• Environmental Toxicology Program

• GIS Center 

• Indoor Air Quality 



EPHT DATA

What Types of Data?

a. Nationally Consistent Data Measures (NCDMs)

b. Non-NCDMs

5



DEMONSTRATION
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https://matracking.ehs.state.ma.us/
https://matracking.ehs.state.ma.us/


DEMONSTRATION
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CLIMATE
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CLIMATE
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CLIMATE
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CLIMATE 
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CLIMATE 
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ASTHMA
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ASTHMA



ASTHMA
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ASTHMA
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ASTHMA
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• Performance Enhancements

• Software Updates and improved 
visualizations

• Targeted outreach materials

• User Feedback & Training

• Applied, cross-cutting “Modules”

FUTURE WORK
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Data Enhancements

Data Modules In Progress

• Social Determinants of Health 

• Community Health Needs Assessments (CHNA)
• Health Impacts Assessments (HIA)

New Climate NCDM’s in development 

• Extreme Weather related morbidity and mortality

• Lyme Disease

• Heat Index 

FUTURE WORK
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FUTURE – Customizable Geographies
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Air Quality Monitoring and Modeled Data Combined
Percent of Days with PM2.5 Concentrations Over the NAAQS for 2007

County

Town

Tract
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Climate NCDM’s
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Table 2. Annual average hospitalizations/ED visits by weather associated E-code 

Weather Type 

New York State 

(2000-2013 Hosp;  

2005-2013 ED) 

Florida 

(2006-2014 Hosp;  

2005-2014 ED) 

Michigan 

(2004-2013) 

New Hampshire 

(2000-2009) 

Hosp (%) ED (%) Hosp (%) ED (%) Hosp (%) ED (%) Hosp (%) ED (%) 

Heat 129 (45.1) 878 (56.5) 627 (61.7) 3169 (84.6) 43 (23.0) N/A 7 (14.6) 136 (46.4) 

Cold 140 (49.0) 450 (29.0) 340 (33.5) 187 (5.0) 135 (72.2) N/A 38 (79.2) 109 (37.2) 

Storm/Flood 4 (1.4) 49 (3.2) 6 (0.6) 
55 (1.5) 

(median=21) 
2 (1.1) N/A <1 (<2.1) 2 (0.7) 

Lightning 5 (1.7) 23 (1.5) 22 (2.2) 129 (3.4) 4-5 (<2.7) N/A <1 (<2.1) 20 (6.8) 

Weather not 

specified 
8 (2.8) 153 (9.9) 21 (2.1) 207 (5.5) 1-2 (<1.1) N/A 1 (<2.1) 26 (8.9) 



CONTACT US!
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QUESTIONS
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