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1 
Plan Summary 

The 2017 Malden Open Space and Recreation Plan updates and revises the 2010 Open Space and Recreation 
Plan approved by the Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs.  This Plan Update was 
prepared by the Malden Open Space and Recreation Plan Update Committee and the Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council, with the assistance of Malden residents, members of City boards, committees and staff, 
including the Malden Redevelopment Authority.   
 
Over the last seven years, the City has worked to implement many of the action steps identified in the 2010 
Plan, spending more than $20 million on open space and recreation projects.  These improvements include 
completion of the Northern Strand Community Trail ($1.1 M); Macdonald Stadium Upgrades ($2.1M); High 
Rock Acquisition ($1.8M); Howard Park ($7.6M) and Waitts Mount ($1.5M). A table of projects completed 
since the last Open Space Plan Update is on Page 19.  
 
This Plan Update provides current information about the community’s growth, open space and recreation 
needs and goals, and develops an action plan for meeting those needs.   

 
Important Issues and Critical Needs 
Major issues and critical needs identified at community forums, meetings of the Malden Open Space and 
Recreation Plan Update Committee and through the Open Space and Recreation survey include: 

 
• Develop the Malden River as new open space. 

 
• Enhance the recreational opportunities of the existing Northern Strand Community Trail. 

 
• Ensure adequate open space is provided as the City expands housing opportunities and other 

development occurs. 
 

• Develop and distribute new open space and recreational opportunities as equitably as 
possible across all neighborhoods. 
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• Outreach and education efforts to help residents become knowledgeable about Malden’s 
open space resources. 
 

• Management planning for sports fields to ensure that there are adequate fields and that they 
are available for Malden teams and receive sufficient maintenance and upgrades as 
necessary. 

 
 
VISION STATEMENT 
A Vision Statement to guide this Open Space Plan Update was developed based on community input from a 
survey, public forums, comments by City officials, and review by the Open Space Committee. 
 

 

 
Malden’s Open Space and Recreation Vision 
 
Malden will provide a network of well-maintained open spaces available and accessible to all ages and interests.  Malden 
will continue to identify, protect, improve, and connect its open space and recreational resources. 
 

 

Credit: /City of Malden  
Some of the open space opportunities available in Malden, from top left clockwise: Fellsmere Park, splash pad at Lincoln Commons, 
Middlesex Fells, and Northern Strand Community Trail.  



   
 

3 of 198 
 

 

2 
Introduction 

Statement of Purpose 

This document will replace Malden’s 2010 Open Space and Recreation Plan and will serve to guide the City’s 
decisions on open space and recreation resources, including spending, for the next seven years.  The Plan is 
designed to provide a road map of open space and recreation priorities to ensure that the needs of the Malden 
community are met. Through a public process, the community’s needs were identified, and goals and action 
steps to address those needs were developed.   
 
This 2017 Plan Update has been compiled in accordance with the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs (EOEEA) and Division of Conservation Services (DCS) requirements and 
guidelines. In order to be eligible for state and federal grant aid offered through the EOEEA, an approved 
Open Space and Recreation Plan is required.  These grant programs have assisted the City to upgrade and 
improve parks and recreation facilities. 

 
What is Open Space? 
 
Open space is land that is undeveloped, usually without buildings or structures, and that is typically 
accessible to the public. Open space is generally divided into two categories: conservation lands and 
recreation resources.   
 
Conservation land is usually left in its natural state and is often, but not always, open to the public.  
Conservation lands may include animal and plant habitats, water resources/aquifer protection, and other 
natural, historical or cultural features.  
 
Recreation resources involve activity.  Active recreation activities include team and individual sports taking 
place in or on developed facilities.  Passive recreation is defined as any activity that can be performed 
outdoors with a minimum disturbance to an area’s natural resources.   Informal sports activities on an open 
field are considered passive activities.  Conservation lands can offer passive recreation opportunities.  
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This Plan will inventory all forms of open space including conservation lands, active and passive recreation 
areas, and cemeteries that serve as historical/cultural resources.  The Inventory of Malden’s recreation and 
open space resources is contained in Chapter 5. 
 

Planning Process and Public Participation 

Planning Process 
 
Mayor Gary Christenson appointed City officials and residents to serve as members on the Malden Open 
Space and Recreation Plan Update Committee (“the Committee”).  
 
The members of the Open Space and Recreation Plan Update Committee, and their affiliations and wards are 
below:  

 
Deborah A. Burke, Executive Director, Malden Redevelopment Authority, Committee Chair 
Andrea Antonucci, Malden Youth Soccer, Ward 6 
Brian Creamer, Walkability Committee, Ward 1 
Brian DeLacey, Resident, Ward 3 
Jason Hamelin, Resident, Ward 6 
Bob Knox, Director, Malden Public Works Dept., Ward 8 
Joseph Levine, Malden Recreation Department Coordinator, Ward 2 
Barbara Murphy, Malden City Councilor, Ward 5 
Michelle Romero, Malden City Planner, Ward 3 
Robert Rotondi, Malden Babe Ruth League, Ward 4 
Marie Shea, Challenger League, Ward 5 
Prisco Tammaro, Resident, Ward 3 
Steve Winslow, Bike to the Sea, Ward 6 
Maria Luise, Special Assistant to Mayor Christenson (Ex-Officio Member), Ward 8 

 
The Committee began meeting in January, 2017. The Committee met one to two times a month for nine 
months. The Committee meetings were posted and were open to members of the public to attend. The 
Committee worked to gather, analyze, and discuss information to include in the Plan.  Its work included 
review of the 2010 Open Space Plan, the Malden Master Plan, and various other studies, plans and reports 
regarding open space. A list of reports consulted is contained in Chapter 11. The draft Plan was delivered to 
City, state and regional stakeholders for review. Formal comments on the Plan are included in Chapter 10.  
Following completion of the Open Space and Recreation Plan Update, the City will continue to inform the 
community as it implements the action steps outlined in this Plan and monitor overall progress toward 
meeting the Plan’s goals. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



   
 

5 of 198 
 

 

Public Participation 
 
In addition to public meetings of the Committee, two public forums were held and a survey was conducted 
to gather community input for the Plan.  The forums and survey were advertised to the public through flyers, 
on the City’s website, committee outreach, through sports teams and social media.  
 
The first forum was held at the Malden Senior Community Center on March 9, 2017. This forum included a 
table exercise with maps to identify the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats (SWOT) to Malden’s 
open spaces and recreation areas.  The tabulated SWOT results are shown in Chapter 7.  
 
The second public forum was held at the Malden YMCA on May 3, 2017. This forum was held to obtain 
comments and prioritize draft goals and action steps for the Plan. A summary of the priorities and public 
comments generated during the group exercises is shown in Appendix A 
 
The Committee developed an open space and recreation survey to obtain public input. The survey was 
posted on the City’s website and translated into various languages. The availability of the survey was also 
advertised at the first public forum. The survey was completed by 491 residents and selected highlights from 
the survey are also presented as part of the Needs Analysis, Chapter 7. 
 
Residents from each neighborhood in the City responded to the survey.  
 

Survey Responses by Ward 
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Environmental Justice Enhanced Outreach  

The Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EOEEA) and other state agencies have been 
implementing an Environmental Justice (EJ) Policy since 2002 to help ensure that all Massachusetts residents 
experience equal protection and meaningful involvement with respect to the development, implementation, 
and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations and policies and the equitable distribution of 
environmental benefits. This policy was instituted because the Commonwealth realized that low-to-moderate 
income residents in densely populated older industrial areas often lack open space and recreation resources 
and may live near old, abandoned, and/or contaminated sites that can pose risks to public health and the 
environment. 
 
Environmental justice is an integral consideration in all EOEEA programs, to the extent applicable and 
allowable by law.  As one agency within the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs, Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (Mass DEP) helps carry out the 
Commonwealth's Environmental Justice goals. The Environmental Justice Executive Order No. 552 requires 
Secretariats to take action in promoting environmental justice. The Executive Order requires new 
environmental justice strategies that promote positive impacts in EJ communities. 
 
For example, EOEEA has now amended the PARC and LAND program regulations to incorporate EJ in the 
award scoring system.  Similarly, the Riverways and the Massachusetts Environmental Trust will work with 
EOEEA to develop systems for incorporating environmental justice as a criterion for awarding grants.  The 
EOEEA also has determined to target its resources to more effectively create, restore, and maintain open 
spaces located in neighborhoods where EJ populations reside.   
 
Malden is one of 137 communities in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts that includes an EJ population, as 
identified through analysis by MassGIS. EJ populations in Massachusetts are determined by the following 
criteria: 

 Households earn 65% or less of the statewide household median income; or 
 25% or more of the residents are minority; or 
 25% or more of the residents are foreign-born; or 
 25% or more of the residents are lacking English language proficiency. 

 
The EJ Populations by Census Block Group Map indicates that 97% of Malden's population is located in EJ 
block groups.  All except for two block groups (not colored on the following map) include 25% or more 
residents of Malden that meet one or more criteria that define an EJ population, as depicted on the following 
map. (For larger map, see Appendix B).  
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The significance of this designation for open space is to make sure that information about open space/signage 
is available in appropriate languages; activities enjoyed by a particular group are taken into account for park 
planning and programming; and that as new open spaces are acquired any unserved areas, particularly vis a 
vis EJ communities, are addressed. 
 
In terms of enhanced outreach to the EJ populations for the public process used for this Plan, forum notices 
indicated that accommodation services, including translation services were available.  The notices and survey 
were translated and the location of the second public forum at the Malden YMCA was chosen because of its 
central location and diverse programming.
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3 
Community Setting 

Regional Context 

Malden is located five miles north of Boston and is bordered by Stoneham, Melrose and Saugus to the north, 
Revere to the east, Everett to the south and Medford to the west. Malden is included in Middlesex County and 
comprises 5.12 square miles or 3,244 acres of land. 
 
Malden has proximity to major highways, rail transit, and Boston’s Logan International Airport. It is minutes 
from major urban attractions including theaters, professional sports sites, museums, and numerous colleges and 
universities. 
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A lively and diverse City, Malden is home to 59,450 residents who live in distinct neighborhoods in a variety of 
housing, ranging from elegant Victorians to contemporary apartments. The equally diverse business community 
includes 1,800 firms specializing in such areas as finance, light manufacturing, education, biotechnology, food 
industry, social services and retail.  
 
Malden's proximity to natural resources has been a driving force behind its commercial and economic success 
since its founding. Early settlers relied on the Malden and Mystic Rivers for industry and commerce. That 
tradition continues today. River’s Edge, the tri-city redevelopment of a 30-acre former brownfields site 
alongside the Malden River, is a shining example of continued economic development success. This multi-
use, transit-oriented waterfront development continues to be developed in the spirit of “smart growth," 
guided by the Mystic Valley Development Commission, created by the cities of Malden, Medford and 
Everett, and developed by Preotle Lane & Associates. The development includes an award-winning 10-acre 
park, with over 1/3 mile of river frontage, and featuring a mixture of open parkland strewn with over 8,000 
plants, naturalistic trees, shrubs and flowers including approximately 2,000 plants in 1 ½ acres of wetlands; 
over a mile of paths for walking, running, and bicycling; an all-purpose sports field and the Tufts University 
Boathouse. 

   Credit: City of Malden 
  The Moose on the Malden Regatta 

 
The eastern portion of Malden is located within the North Coastal Watershed which includes Rumney Marsh, a 
state-designated Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC). In Malden, the Town Line Brook and the 
Linden Brook create connections to the tidal system in neighboring Revere. This tidal activity has an impact on 
drainage and stormwater management in many neighborhoods in the southeastern portion of Malden. 
Roseland Properties is developing a 100-acre residential and mixed-use project at the site of the former Rowe's 
Quarry in Revere and Malden. Along with the River's Edge Project, this represents another successful example 
of regional cooperation. 
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Regional Planning Context: MAPC and MetroFuture 

Malden is one of 101 municipalities served by the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC), the regional 
planning agency for greater Boston.  Created by an Act of the Legislature in 1963, it is one of 13 regional 
planning agencies in Massachusetts.  MAPC works with member communities to address issues of regional 
impact such as transportation, resource protection, housing and public policy.   
 
Inner Core Subregion 
The City of Malden is also a member of the Inner Core Committee, which is one of eight MAPC subregions. 
The Committee is comprised of Malden and 19 neighboring communities. This group meets regularly to 
discuss their common interests, as well as regional planning issues and opportunities. This is a valuable 
forum where Malden can share and learn from other communities’ experiences while working with 
neighboring municipalities to achieve regional open space goals such as the Northern Strand Community 
Trail (also known as “Bike to the Sea”) and continued implementation of the Malden River Greenway. 
 
MetroFuture 
Metro Future is the official regional plan for Greater Boston, adopted in 2009 consistent with the requirements 
of Massachusetts General Laws. The plan includes goals and objectives as well as thirteen detailed 
implementation strategies for accomplishing these goals.  The complete regional plan may be viewed by 
visiting the website at: http://www.metrofuture.org/.  
 
The regional initiatives that Malden has worked on include the Lower Mystic River Corridor Strategy Report. 
MAPC worked with Malden and five other communities to develop a targeted strategy to advance the goal of 
realizing the full potential of the Lower Mystic River. The study area for this project includes the Malden 
River and the daylighted portion of the Malden River. The City of Malden was represented on the steering 
committee. One of the goals of this Plan Update is to continue to develop the Malden River Greenway. 
 
Malden’s regional planning context is depicted on the following map. (Larger map in the Appendix B) 
  

http://www.metrofuture.org/
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History of Malden 

Malden was first settled by the English in 1634 when the town of Charlestown made farm sites in this area 
available to new settlers. Prior to English settlement, Malden and its surrounding communities were 
occupied by Algonquin Indians. 
 
On May 21, 1649, the General Court certified Malden as a town. At that time, Malden included what are 
today parts of Reading, Stoneham, Melrose, and Everett. From 1634 to 1800, Malden grew slowly with 
agriculture and fishing as its economic base.  
 
Malden's earliest factories were associated with the maritime trade of the nearby ports. These first industries 
were located along the banks of the Malden River and established the use of the river for industrial purposes. 
Due to Malden's early start in the shoe business, and backed by favorable labor supply, the town eventually 
became an important tanning and shoe manufacturing center. The Boston Rubber Shoe Company, established 
in 1853, became the largest factory of its kind in the world. Construction of the Boston & Maine (B&M) 
Railroad during this same period (from 1845 to 1860) ensured the transformation of this one-time agricultural 
hamlet into a leading manufacturing center. 
 
In 1858, a town hall was erected near the center of town at the site of the Hill's Tavern, and by March of 1881, 
Malden was officially incorporated as a city. The population grew from 3,520 people in 1850 to 24,626 people 
in 1890; these numbers nearly doubled again by 1900. By that time, Malden had become the most prosperous 
city in Middlesex County. Local industry became more diversified and the downtown area of the City, 
around Pleasant and Main Street, became a major shopping area with the opening of numerous stores.  
 

Credit: City of Malden 
City Hall Demolition 
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Following the end of World War I, many of Malden's wooden schools, churches, and bank buildings were 
replaced with more permanent masonry structures, most of which remain today. The Great Depression 
brought Malden's growth and progress to a halt. As in most American cities, recovery from this economic 
decline was a long, slow process.  
 
On January 1, 1958 a streamlined governing structure consisting of a mayor and an 11 member city council 
was inaugurated, using the original charter.  At that time, Malden's extensive urban renewal program was 
planned and initiated. This effort removed many blighted structures, adjusted street patterns, and reversed 
the negative trends of previous years. Even though "urban renewal" is no longer supported by the state and 
federal governments, planning work still continues in the vein of renewal and improvement and is today 
funded through various other government initiatives and programs. 
 
In the 1970’s, the establishment of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority's (MBTA) Orange Line 
stations in Oak Grove and Malden Center encouraged the redevelopment of the City's downtown.  The 
redevelopment included the construction of Malden Government Center (City Hall and Police Station) at 200 
Pleasant Street and parking garages to accommodate commuters and Malden visitors. Since the 1990’s, the 
City has undertaken several economic development projects in the downtown, in neighborhood squares and 
at the edge of the City in the tri-city River’s Edge initiative. These projects have helped spur additional 
business activity and have become part of a major revitalization effort.        
 
Today, Malden Government Center (City Hall and Police Station) at 200 Pleasant Street is currently being 
demolished, resulting in the reopening of Pleasant Street to through traffic and the connecting of downtown 
Malden to the Malden Center MBTA Station. The developer, Jefferson Apartment Group (JAG), will then 
transform the site into a mixed-use retail/residential/office development, including office space for a new City 
Hall and a publicly accessible area that will provide opportunities for civic events and outdoor dining for 
residents and visitors. The construction of a new Police Station at 800 Eastern Avenue was completed in 
October, 2016. As a result of a strong economy and efficient, reliable, public transportation connections, 
Malden continues to enjoy economic prosperity.  
 

Credit: Jefferson Apartment Group 
Rendering of 184 and 200 Pleasant Street 
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History of Malden’s Park System 

Malden and Boston are the only Massachusetts communities to have Olmsted-designed park systems 
 
When Malden was a small rural village, formal parks were much less important than they are today. 
Development was scattered and covered only a small percentage of land. The rest of the town was held in 
common ownership and open for all to use.  
 
Between 1870 and 1910, Malden's population multiplied over six times.  This population growth coupled with 
the rapid formation of new, dense Malden neighborhoods created by the division of common lands 
encouraged the desire for public parkland in Malden.   
 
In 1889, the City of Malden formally accepted the Parks Act of 1882.  The Parks Act of 1882 authorized 
Massachusetts' cities and towns to create public parks within their boundaries. By accepting this Act, Malden 
could appoint three commissioners to effectively plan a park system to meet the needs of its growing 
population and to purchase parkland in accordance with those plans. They could also develop the parks and 
establish rules for their use.  Any lands taken under this Act were to "be forever kept open and maintained as 
a public park or parks." In 1892, the Malden Park Commission was formed. 
 
The 1880's also marked the beginning of the public parks movement in Massachusetts. In 1890, the private 
Trustees of Public Reservations (now the Trustees of Reservations) and in 1893, the Metropolitan Park 
Commission (now the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation) were created to preserve 
lands of natural beauty and history for the enjoyment of the general public. Through the work of the Trustees 
and the Metropolitan Park Commission many of Massachusetts' current regional natural resources, including 
the Middlesex Fells Reservation, were identified and protected. 
 
Under the leadership of Sylvester Baxter, Malden's first Park Commission Chair, Malden's early park 
inventory began to take shape, primarily through philanthropic gifts.  These first gifted parks inspired the 
City to set aside additional capital funds specifically earmarked for parkland acquisition, thereby beginning 
to balance the park inventory while interspersing parks throughout the City.  
 
Also through Sylvester Baxter, the Malden Park Commission sought the consultation of Frederick Law 
Olmsted, Sr., and, later, the Olmsted Brothers landscape architecture firm on several park projects with the 
intention of developing a park system throughout the City.  Of twelve original sites, Bell Rock Memorial Park 
and Fellsmere Park are the only two remaining examples, which survive intact today, of an Olmsted-planned 
passive park within the larger Malden park system.   
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Park Acquisitions and Development 

In 1883, the Metropolitan Park Commission acquired the Middlesex Fells Reservation. Both Fellsmere Pond 
and Pine Banks Park were philanthropic bequests of former mayors. Purchases of the Park Commission 
included Newman Park (Ferryway Green), John D. Devir Park, and Hunting Field.  

Credit: Friends of the Middlesex Fells Reservation 
Map of the Middlesex Fells Reservation 
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Credit: City of Malden 
Fellsmere Pond 
 
By 1910, additional parklands within Malden included Pearl Street (Macdonald Stadium), Coytemore Lea, 
Bell Rock Memorial Park, O’Connell Park, Harris Delta, Amerige Field, Roosevelt Park, Waitts Mount Park, 
and Linden Victory Delta. In 1917, a small piece of land at the top of a 250 foot hill known as High Rock was 
deeded to the City. MacArthur (Green Street) Park, Devir (Pearl Street) Playground, Wallace Park, 
Hawkridge Delta, Trafton Park, and Tartikoff Park were added in the 1920’s. 
 
Forestdale Park was added in 1947. The 1950’s brought two more parks into the City’s system – Oak Grove 
and South Broadway Park. The 1960’s and the urban renewal of the Suffolk Square area brought four 
additional parks and open spaces: Miller Park, Grape Street Park, Kierstead Park, and Government Center 
Plaza. In 1975, Callahan Park was completed by the Malden Redevelopment Authority as part of the 
Industrial Park Urban Renewal Project. 
 
In 1955, the Park Commission was combined with the Public Works Department to promote efficiency.  
However, in later years, park maintenance suffered considerably, and in 1977, the Park Commission was re-
established as a separate entity. In the 1970’s, the City, often working with the Malden Redevelopment 
Authority, began a major improvement program with the assistance of federal funds administered through 
the Community Development Block Grant and Open Space programs. New equipment such as play 
equipment, benches, basketball and tennis courts, and lighting were added to many parks. 
 
Until 1998, Malden faced a serious problem regarding the quantity and quality of classroom space available 
in its schools. The City commissioned a study of the existing school facilities and the projected needs, and 
decided that that best course of action was to build five new public school buildings. Because of Malden’s 
extremely dense population and lack of readily available, buildable land resources, the City decided to use 
existing parkland to meet their needs. The 1998 study recommended that portions of Roosevelt Park, 
Newman (Ferryway Green) Park, and Hunting Field would be used for school construction with the 
condition that new parkland would be created to mitigate the loss of open space taken through school 
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construction. Another recommendation was that the remaining portions of the impacted parks should be 
completely renovated. 
 
As a result of this school building initiative, two new park sites were identified for park construction: Lincoln 
Commons, the former site of the Lincoln Junior High School, and Maplewood Park, a new park site adjacent 
to the existing Richard C. Howard Park (formerly South Broadway Park). These two sites in addition to the 
renovated school sites represent 7.81 acres of newly designed parkland, a net gain of 1.63 acres of new open 
space within Malden’s parkland inventory. 
 

Recent and Current Open Space Projects 

In 2011, the City acquired the High Rock property, a 6.6 acre open space.  The City has also completed several 
park improvement projects since 2010, at a cost of more than $20 million.  Funding sources included City 
resources, state grants, and federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) dollars. All projects 
completed since 2010, with the exception of improvements to Amerige Park, are located in designated 
Environmental Justice areas.  
 
The projects are listed in the following table: 
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Name Address Improvements Cost Complete Funding Source 

Amerige Park Fellsway East & 

Highland Ave. 
New tot lot; refurbished basketball/street hockey court. $153,856 July 2011 City Bond 

Callahan Park Pearl Street & 

Charles Street (Rt. 

60) 

Fully rehabilitated softball field; new sodded playing field and 

skinned infield; field fencing and park perimeter fencing; player 

benches and dugouts; parking lot reconstruction and lighting; 

infrastructure for video surveillance cameras. 

$788,271 Spring 2016 City's Capital 

Improvement Plan 

Funds 

Community Garden Off Faulkner Street 

between 
 Rt. 60 and 
 Salem Street 

Malden’s 1st community garden; 27 gardening plots, common 

perennial border, sitting and gathering space.  
$22,000 Oct 2013 Community 

Development Block 

Grant (CDBG);  

Private donations from 

Keurig, Inc. and non-

profit Seeds of Change.  
Coytemore Lea Park Mountain Avenue Universal access playground $200,000 Dec 2015 CDBG; 

State Grant (PARC) 
Coytemore Lea Park Mountain Avenue Gravel path replaced with an accessible asphalt pathway; benches 

and lawn seeding; outdoor garden. 
$135,000 Dec 2016 CDBG funded path; 

Outdoor Garden 

privately funded 
Forestdale Park Goodhue Street ADA compliant path; chain link fencing; dugout shelters with 

ADA compliant player’s benches. 
$65,000 Dec 2016 CDBG 

Lincoln Commons  Cross & Bryant 

Streets 
Splash pad contains ground nozzles that spray water upwards 

with a draining system directly underneath; hand-activated motion 

sensor set to run for a limited time. 

$186,000 Summer 2015 CDBG; State Grant 

Macdonald Stadium Rt. 60 &  

Pearl Street 
The improvements include a new artificial turf field, a regulation 

size track and a new state-of-the-art scoreboard. 
$2 million Sept 2012 City Funds 

Capital Improvement 

Bond 
Miller Park Harvard Street Improvements include new playground space with hopscotch and 

picnic tables and an open lawn area surrounded by a loop walk 

with benches, seat wall and plantings. Basketball court was seal-

coated and restriped and ornamental pedestrian scale lighting 

along the walkways was installed offering illumination and site 

$340,000 Jun 2015 City's Capital 

Improvement 
Project Funds 
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security. Extensive repairs and replacement of existing chain link 

fencing was also done. 
Northern Strand 

Community Trail 
   

  3 mile bike path between Everett & Revere Approx. 
 $1 million 

Summer 2013 City of Malden 

Chapter 90 Funds 

Pearl Street Playground 

(Phase I) 
Pearl Street ADA compliant basketball court with new hoops and replacement 

of playground stone surfacing with engineered wood fiber safety 
materials. 

$116,000 May 2016 CDBG 

Richard C. Howard 

Park 
 (formerly South 

Broadway) 

Broadway A new synthetic turf field for baseball, soccer and lacrosse; 

dugouts; bullpens/batting cages; lights for night play; spectator 

seating; four tennis courts, also lit for night play; and a tot lot 

designed to accommodate a broad range of ages from toddlers to 

elementary school. The project also includes improved and lit 

parking areas; bike racks; pedestrian walkways; benches; site 

lighting and landscaping throughout the park; a utility building for 

maintenance equipment and storage; and a new roundabout at the 

terminus of Maplewood Street and the entrances to Broadway 

Plaza, the Park, Maplewood Park and Malden Catholic. 

$7.6 million Oct 2015 City Bond 
CDBG 
State Grant 

Roosevelt Park Salem Street Installed a tot lot. $60,000 Feb 2013 CDBG 
Skateboard Park Willow Street & 

Lyme Street 

adjacent to Tartikoff 

Park 

Fencing repairs, sealcoating and re-painting of the skateboard 
ramps. 

$106,000 Jun 2014 CDBG 

Tartikoff Park Willow Street and 

Lyme Street 
Veterans Monument, new playground, tot lot. $140,000 Nov 2013 CDBG 

Waitts Mount Leonard Street Significant clean up; completion of a loop walk; universally 

accessible walkway to the Tower Ring; adventure playground; 

picnic area.; obstacle course; hillside slide & log climb; balance 

beam; rock scramble. Play structure; basketball court; rain garden; 

interpretive signs. 

$1.5 million Jun 2014 Meals tax 
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Demographic Characteristics 

Overall Population Characteristics 
Malden reached its maximum population of 59,804 in 1950. At that time, the demographics were comprised 
of a heterogeneous mix of all ages, incomes, and ethnic groups with a wide diversity of recreational needs. 
Since 1950, Malden’s population declined to a low of 53,884 in 1990.  It has been increasing since 1990 to its 
current level of 59,450 residents. The population is now growing and is expected to continue to do so. 
 
The following chart shows Malden’s population from 1950 to 2010, based on the US Census, along with 
MAPC’s projections under the Stronger Region Scenario for 2020 and 2030 (shown as *). 

             Source: U.S. Census; MAPC Population Projections 
 
 
Age Distribution 
The following table shows the changes expected within various age groups. The age distribution of Malden's 
population may guide the future demand for various kinds of open spaces needed to serve all segments of 
the population. 

Source: U.S. Census; MAPC Population Projections 
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A more detailed analysis reveals strong estimated growth in the youngest cohort, ages 0 to 4 years old among 
the child/youth demographic. This growth is shown in the following bar chart.  Such analysis also helps 
inform planning for new open spaces, or timing of upgrades for existing recreational facilities.   

 

Source: U.S. Census; MAPC Population Projections 
 

Households 
Malden’s household composition, from the 2010 US Census: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to the 2010 US Census, there are 25,161 housing units in the City, approximately 40% owner-
occupied and 60% are rental units.   
 
Household income for Malden residents is shown in the table and accompanying pie chart, below.  The 
percent of all Malden households falling within these income ranges reveals that there is an approximately 
equal number of households in the lowest range (almost 21% of households earn less than $20,000 per year as 
in the highest category of households earning more than $100,000 per year (23% of all households). 

Total Households 23,673 % of Total 

    Total family households 14,317 61% 

    Total nonfamily households   9,356 40% 

Households with senior(s)   5, 370 23% 

Households with children  7,016 30% 
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Density 
Malden is a densely populated City, housing approximately 18 people per acre. However, the residential 
population is not evenly distributed throughout the City, with the population decreasing from east to west. 
The higher density is a result of more multi-family housing located within proximity of the downtown and 
transit.   Malden’s open space statistics show that there are approximately 120 people per acre of existing 
open space or approximately 8.2 acres of open space per 1,000 people. 
 

 

Household Income Distribution 
Annual Salary Range %  of 

Households 
Less than $20K 20.8% 
$20K - $40K 17.1% 
$40K - $60K 15.2% 
$60K - $75K 11.5% 
$75K - $100K 12.4% 
More than $100K 23.0%   

Source: American Community Survey  2011 - 2015 
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Credit: City of Malden  
Moongate at Coytemore Lea Park 
 
 

Jobs and Income 

Malden has a diversified employment base, including industry and health care. Top employers in the City are 
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, National Grid, Cambridge Health 
Alliance, Prospect Building Services Corporation, Super Stop and Shop and New England Coffee. 
The chart below breaks jobs down by occupational group.  The Health Care and Social Assistance categories 
provide the largest employment opportunities in Malden, followed by Public Administration, Educational 
Services and Manufacturing.  Together, these occupational groups account for over 5,000 jobs. 

Source: Massachusetts Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development (EOLWD)  
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The table below shows the Malden Average Weekly Wages for 2015: 

 
Source: Massachusetts Labor and Workforce Development Employment and Wages ES-202 data 
 
The Utilities category paid the highest average weekly wage, at $2,200.00.  It is interesting to note that the 
category with the largest number of jobs, Health Care and Social Assistance, paid average weekly wages of 
$608.00, while the category with the second highest jobs, Public Administration, paid $1424 on average per 
week. 
 
The table below shows the number of Malden people employed in all industries from 2008 – 2015.  There is an 
eleven percent (11%) decrease in the number of people employed during this time.  This decrease is likely due 
to the ageing of the population, as the number of people reaching retirement age (age 60 and above) 
continues to grow. 
 
Malden: All employment, all industries from 2008 - 2015 

 
 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Number  persons 
Employed 

15,071   14,167    13,798    13,340  13,498 13,558 13,366  13,413  

Source:  Massachusetts Labor and Workforce Development Employment and Wages ES 202 data 
 

Malden Average Weekly Wages
2015

Utilities 2,200$                
Information 1,507$                
Management of Companies and Enterprises 1,449$                
Public Administration 1,424$                
Construction 1,259$                
Wholesale Trade 1,246$                
Professional and Technical Services 1,246$                
Educational Services 1,123$                
Finance and Insurance 1,087$                
Manufacturing 1,075$                
Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 838$                   
Administrative and Waste Services 817$                   
Transportation and Warehousing 736$                   
Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 658$                   
Health Care and Social Assistance 608$                   
Retail Trade 581$                   
Other Services, Ex. Public Admin 548$                   
Accommodation and Food Services 367$                   
Total, All Industries 940$                  
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Environmental Justice Population Characteristics 

The entire City of Malden except for two census block groups includes populations termed Environmental 
Justice, or EJ.  As explained in the Introduction, EJ populations are defined as minority or foreign born 
populations or residents lacking English proficiency exceeding 25 percent of the total block group or a 
household earning 65 percent or less of the statewide median household income according to the most recent 
arUS Census data. Fifty of the 52 census block groups within the City, are identified by MassGIS as EJ 
Communities. See Map 2, Environmental Justice Populations, for correlation and location. 
 
Malden prides itself on being an ethnically and culturally diverse community. Over half of the City’s 
population speaks a language other than English at home. The population includes residents who have come 
from many countries in Asia, Africa, South and Central America and the Caribbean. The second largest racial 
subgroup is Asian (24.44%), primarily Chinese. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  

  

Race, as defined by US Census  % 

% White alone 46.95 
% Black or African American alone 13.97 
% American Indian and Alaska Native alone 0.18 
% Asian alone 24.44 
% Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 0.03 
% Non-Hispanic Some Other Race alone 0.84 
% Non-Hispanic Two or More Races 3.29 
% Hispanic or Latino 10.29 
Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2011-2015 5 year estimates 

Language spoken at home % 
People speaking English   48 
People speaking Spanish   8 
People speaking Indo-European languages  19 
People speaking Asian languages 20 
People speaking other languages   5   

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2011-2015 5 year estimates 
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Growth and Development Patterns 

Malden is a largely developed community with a limited amount of vacant land. New development occurs 
largely through a process of redeveloping existing land. The current pattern of land use is indicative of past 
trends and long-term future development patterns. The previous discussion of Malden’s history includes 
detailed information on the City’s growth and development patterns from colonial settlement to 
manufacturing powerhouse, made possible by the availability of water transportation using the Malden River 
and the railroad.  

 
 

Infrastructure 

Transportation 

Malden is part of the Greater Boston Area, which has excellent rail, air, and highway facilities. Malden is 
situated between two interstate highways. Route 1 is located along the eastern extent of the City and is a 
north-south corridor linking the Boston Metropolitan Area with northeastern New England and Interstate 95. 
To the West, Malden is accessible from Interstate 93, which also links the Boston region to points north and 
south. 
 
Public Transportation 

Public transportation includes two MBTA rapid transit stations, a commuter rail station and 19 bus 
routes. Malden Center Station, anchored in the heart of the City’s downtown, is the 7th busiest 
Orange Line rapid transit station and, overall, the 16th busiest MBTA rail station.  With an average 
weekday ridership of 11,600+, Malden Center Station ranks in commuter activity alongside the lively 
Haymarket, Copley Square and Davis Square Stations.  Public transit connects Malden to Boston (a 
mere 12 minute ride to North Station) and to 10 other communities in Middlesex, Suffolk and Essex 
Counties.  The Haverhill Line Commuter Rail, operating through Malden Center Station, provides 
accessibility between communities in Northern Essex County—just minutes south of the New 
Hampshire border—and Boston. Malden Center Station is also a regional bus hub. 

 
Bicycles 

Over the past several years, plans and projects have started the effort to create an interconnected 
network of bicycle trails and bicycle routes in and around Malden.  

 
The City has built three miles of the Northern Community Trail (also known as “Bike to the Sea”), a 
multi-use trail free of motorized vehicles that traverses the City. Once completed, the path will 
extend nine miles from Everett through Malden, Revere, Saugus, Lynn and Nahant. The MAPC has 
mapped out existing and currently planned trails in the Malden area.  
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Malden has bicycle lanes on lower Commercial Street and Pleasant Street with plans to add lanes on 
Exchange Street. Bike to the Sea, Inc. at the request of Mayor Christenson has created the "Malden by Bike" 
plan that shows the most used bicycle routes in Malden along with proposed improvements needed to create 
a safe and interconnected trail and bike route system.       

Credit: Bike to the Sea 
Malden by Bike Plan 
 
 
Complete Streets 

A Complete Streets Policy was adopted in 2016. The City is participating in this state initiative in 
order to improve safety, mobility and accessibility on Malden’s streets. The policy is specifically 
designed to enhance safety and ease of access for all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit 
riders, motorists, and for people of all ages and abilities. 
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Walkability 
In 2012, Mayor Gary Christenson commissioned a nine-member Advisory Committee on Walkability 
to address issues of pedestrian safety, mobility and access throughout Malden.  The Committee meets 
monthly to share ideas, find solutions, and to strategize on long-term improvements to the City's 
streets, sidewalks and public paths. The goal of the group is to encourage walking, connect Malden’s 
neighborhoods and promote access for all pedestrians.  

 
In 2013, the Committee drafted its first report on walkability: Making Malden Walkable, which 
included recommendations for pedestrian improvements in the Malden Center area. The City has 
implemented a number of the suggestions and has also adopted a standardized crosswalk style 
throughout the community to increase pedestrian visibility. Additionally, wayfinding signs were 
designed to help pedestrians easily navigate the downtown area and each sign features the work of 
native world-renown 'Maldonian' artist Frank Stella. This initiative was expanded in 2015 to include 
key neighborhoods and intersections outside of Malden Center and mile markers on the Bike Path. 

Credit: City of Malden 
Malden Walks Signage  

 
The Committee has made great strides as it continues its work to improve the community’s 
walkability to ensure that pedestrians enjoy safe and convenient travel. In turn, this will result in a 
sense of connectivity and enhance the health and well-being of residents.  

 
 

Water and Sewer Services 

The Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (MWRA) provides water and sewer service to the City of 
Malden. The availability of this critical infrastructure has allowed Malden to create a diversified economy and 
support a range of housing types, including single-family homes and multifamily dwellings.   
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Patterns and Trends 

The predominant land use in Malden is residential, comprising approximately 47% of the total land area. 
Other uses include commercial properties (10%); industrial properties (8%); transportation (20%); public and 
semi-public properties, including open spaces (10%); and vacant land is approximately 5%. 
 
Within the residential sector, single and two-family houses predominate. Multi-family buildings are 
primarily grouped in the downtown area and along major roadways, however, they are also found scattered 
throughout the neighborhoods and comprise 30% of the residential housing stock. The two basic types of 
housing are the older, wood frame structures, which generally contain one to eight dwellings, and the newer 
masonry structures that contain eight or more units. 

 
 

Recent Growth that Provides New Open Space  

Residential Growth 

Since 2010, downtown Malden continues to experience tremendous residential growth around the MBTA 
Orange Line Rapid Transit, Commuter Rail and Regional Bus Station at Malden Center.  Nearly 1,000 
apartment units in multifamily dwellings have been constructed or under construction in the area, including 
480 Main Street, 39 Florence Street, 100 and 150 Exchange Street, 126-150 Pleasant Street, 180 Eastern Avenue 
and 184-200 Pleasant Street. 
 
All new residential developments provide open space for its residents, including indoor and outdoor passive 
and recreational facilities, and enhanced public streetscapes that include new sidewalks, landscaping, trees 
and period lighting. 
 
The redevelopment of the former Malden Government Center site (City Hall and Police Station) and adjacent 
private church site (184-200 Pleasant Street) will provide 320 dwelling units, 22,000 SF of retail, 45,000 SF of 
office space, reopen and reconnect Pleasant Street, and provide a new 22,500 SF publicly accessible plaza on 
the north side of the site.  Of this area, 8,500 SF comprises a softscape of perennials, shrubs and grasses and 5 
large canopy Princeton Elms. The hardscape consists of a large plaza patterned with pavers and also 
providing multiple seating options. In recognition of the site’s rich history, there are two walls in the plaza 
constructed out of reclaimed stone from the First Church of Malden’s foundation walls and one of these walls 
acts to support the Church’s reclaimed church bell. There is also a bicentennial time capsule buried beneath 
the plaza that was filled in 1976 and is to be reopened in the tercentennial year, 2076.      
 
The last phase of residential development for the Overlook Ridge project (former Rowe’s Quarry site) is 
currently underway. The development includes a variety of indoor and outdoor active and passive 
recreational facilities for its residents and two significant open space areas:  

a) 1.38 acre Overlook Ridge Central Park used for passive and active recreation, 60,000 SF of the 
park is located in Malden with the remainder located in Revere. 

b) A 7-acre stormwater/wetlands area, on Salem Street, near the site, used for passive recreation. 
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Commercial and Other Growth 
 
New commercial developments across the City will often provide opportunities for public access to newly 
created open spaces. 
 
Developments adjacent to the Malden River will provide public access for pedestrians to the riverfront, 
pursuant to the waterways licensing program, M.G.L. Chapter 91 (the Massachusetts Public Waterfront Act): 

• 171 Medford Street/295 Canal Street: new office building (75,000 SF). 
• 170 Medford Street: renovation of existing building and site by National Grid. 

 
Other developments that will provide a variety of public and private open space: 

• 800 Eastern Avenue: new Malden Police Station (24,000 SF) provides an indoor community 
room; access to the Northern Strand Community Trail; and a landscaped plaza with 
memorial. 

• 359 Commercial Street:  new ABCD Head Start daycare center (9,500 SF) provides indoor 
recreational spaces and an outdoor play space (1,800 SF).  

• 277 Commercial Street: new South Cove Community Health Center (14,000 SF) provides 
enhanced landscaping onsite and adjacent to the street and possible use of staff meeting 
room for community meetings. 

• 341 Forest Street: Development of former city-owned nursing home site for assisted living 
and memory care facility (80 units/86 beds) provides approximately 5,000 SF of open 
gathering and garden areas on the east end of the Forestdale Park development that will 
facilitate gardening opportunities and a multitude of intergenerational activities. 

• 490 Eastern Avenue: new self-storage facility (125,000 SF) provides enhanced landscaped area 
adjacent to the street.  

• 530 Eastern Avenue: Mystic Valley Regional Charter School’s multi-use playing field (2.18 
acres) provides enhanced landscaped area adjacent to the street. 
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Credit: City of Malden 
 
 

Long Term Development Patterns  

Land Use Controls: Zoning 

Since 2010, the City of Malden has made substantial revisions to its zoning ordinance regarding open space 
requirements for all types of residential uses, including the following: 

 
i. Greater minimum lot areas (25% increase). 
ii. Specifications that open space be pervious, visible to the public and a minimum of 50% located in 

yard setback areas. 
iii. Landscaping of a minimum of 50% of front yards, side yards and rear yards. 

 
In 2015, the City ordained a one-year moratorium on permits for multifamily residential dwellings. The 
moratorium was extended in duration for a second year, until December 31, 2017, and expanded in scope, to 
include all property in the City. This is to allow the City time to undertake studies and obtain citizen input on 
the impacts of increased population and density and adequacy of the City’s infrastructure, including all 
public resources, such as roadways, parking, schools, public safety and open space, and financial ability to 
support current residential growth and development.  Conducted pursuant to the moratorium, a Community 
Survey obtained public input to prioritize types of open space, parks and facility upgrades, and a Growth 
Management Study included an open space analysis.  
 
The following map depicts Malden’s zoning and closely reflects current land use and development efforts. 
Residential zoning comprises the majority of the City along with a concentration of commercially-zoned land 
mirroring the existing development. (For larger map, see Appendix B).  
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4 
Environmental 

Inventory & Analysis 

Geology, Soils, and Topography 

Geology 

Most of Malden’s topography is comprised of bedrock very near or at the surface.  The bedrock was formed 
millions of years ago through volcanic action that has resulted in large rhyolite (equivalent of granite) 
deposits throughout the City. Many of these areas are located in the northern half of the City, and the rhyolite 
was mined at Rowe’s Quarry in the northeastern section of Malden. All rhyolite is part of a larger geologic 
phenomenon called the Lynn Volcanic Complex.  The Lynn Volcanic Complex defines the perimeter of 
activity for the ancient volcano that occurred in this specific region of New England and is responsible for the 
varied topography and specific types of soils that occur in Malden. 
 
Following the Lynn Volcanic Complex, glacial activity resulted in the formation of drumlins within the 
Boston Basin.  It was this activity that further defined Malden’s topography by creating its highlands and 
lowlands. The southern portion of Malden is comprised mainly of urban soils that have been filled in or 
deposited throughout the City over its history and for its economic development. Many of these areas were 
filled to provide easier and more convenient access to the Malden River, which assisted Malden’s thriving 
industry in the early to mid-1900’s. 

Soils 

The distribution of soil types closely parallels the topographical character of Malden. Although the vast 
majority of the City is classified as “urban land,” soil types vary markedly from north to south. North of the 
Pleasant-Salem Street line, soils are either shallow to bedrock or are very poorly drained organic types. 
Interspersed within this area are some sites containing well-drained or even dry gravel deposits left by the 
last continental glacier. Soils in the southern half of the City are even more urbanized than those in the north. 
They range from the well-drained gravely deposits of Belmont Hill to the moderately drained clay and 
organic deposits in the southeastern quadrant and along the Malden River. In the latter case, soils have been 
highly modified over the years by large quantities of urban fill.  



   
 

35 of 198 
 

 

 
Malden’s soils and geology are depicted on the following map. (For larger map, see Appendix B) 
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Topography 

Elevations and topography range between two extremes. The southern half and easternmost parts of the City 
are low and level, exhibiting only minor topographical relief and few natural ledge outcroppings.  From a 
near sea level elevation at Town Line Brook on the Revere line, elevations rarely rise above 50 feet south of 
the Pleasant-Salem Street east-west corridor. The exception is in the Belmont Hill area, where a gentle 
glacially formed hill rises 110 feet to offer a pleasant view of the downtown Malden area. 
 
Several small areas along the Town Line Brook in the southeastern corner of the City are undeveloped and 
are within a flood plain. The majority of land in the Town Line Brook Watershed is developed, the low lying 
land is within the flood plan. 
 
The steep escarpments and ledge outcroppings north of the Pleasant-Salem Street corridor characterize the 
land morphology of the entire northern portion of the City and are in stark contrast to the benign topography 
of the south. 
 
Where sedimentary deposits underlie the landforms to the south, volcanic action was responsible for the 
physical relief of the north. The rocky hills of Malden are part of a chain known as the “Lynn Volcanic 
Complex.” These highly eroded and glaciated hills are all that remain today of once active volcanoes. Many 
of these hills offer impressive views of the surrounding countryside, particularly of the lowlands to the south 
and east. Elevations of more than 280 feet are found in the Middlesex Fells Reservation and in Maplewood 
Highlands.  Elevations of over 150 feet are commonplace. Linden Highlands, in particular, with elevations of 
approximately 200 feet, offer dramatic views of the Atlantic Ocean and the Boston skyline. 
 
There are three natural north-south “passes” through this line of hills. The broadest is the area between the 
MBTA railroad right-of-way and Main Street, following the course of Spot Pond Brook. A second narrower 
pass follows the old course of a major Indian trail through the eastern section of the City. This pass was 
utilized in the construction of the old “Newburyport Turnpike,” now called Broadway, and designated as 
Route 99. Finally, a third winding pass exists along Lebanon Street in Maplewood, following the course of an 
old brook. Only the first of these passes maintained significant width, enabling the railroad to be constructed 
and major development to follow in the northern part of the City. 
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Landscape Character, Scenic Resources, and 
Unique Environments 

 

Landscape Characteristic 

Malden’s location at the northern edge of the Boston Basin provides a varied physical setting. The city is 
divided north to south between the rolling uplands of the Mystic River Watershed and the flatter lowlands of 
the Coastal Plain. 
 
According to the United States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Division, the Boston Basin is 
“characterized by a relatively smooth plain with about 100 round and oval hills called drumlins that rise 
sharply above the plain.” These drumlins were created through episodes of glacial activity where the glaciers 
moved over the terrain leaving behind large deposits of flat glacial till and higher areas of land with bedrock 
very close to the ground’s surface. This type of geology is clearly demonstrated within Malden in its 
highlands (north section of the city) at the Middlesex Fells, Waitts Mount, High Rock, and in its lowlands 
(south section of the city) in the Edgeworth, Maplewood, and Linden neighborhoods. The drumlins in 
Malden are unique in that they occur within the only known drumlin field to intersect a coastline. These 
geographic highpoints are geologically related to the hills that were historically used to fill in the modern-day 
Boston shoreline, as well as the hills that comprise many of the Boston Harbor islands. 
 
Today, these highpoints are predominantly undeveloped due to either steep grades, which make access 
difficult, or challenging subgrade conditions that are not conducive to economical construction. Waitts 
Mount, High Rock and much of the Middlesex Fells are heavily wooded areas where pockets of soil exist 
between exposed bedrock. The low, flat areas of Malden are predominantly comprised of residential 
neighborhoods. These areas were developed in the early 1900’s to accommodate the growing population and 
were more easily developed than the steep, rocky slopes to the north. At this time, nearly all of Malden’s 
flatter terrain has been developed. 
 
 

Scenic Resources and Unique Environments 

Malden contains a number of rock outcroppings that offer dramatic views of the City and its surrounding 
communities, the Boston skyline, and the Atlantic Ocean. These outcroppings include High Rock, 
Maplewood Highlands, Linden Highlands, Waitts Mount, and portions of the Middlesex Fells Reservation. 
High Rock, Waitts Mount, and the Middlesex Fells Reservation are permanently protected open spaces. 
 
Malden enjoys many of the scenic advantages of the nearby Rumney Marsh Area of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACEC) located on the fringe of Rowe Quarry. 
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Historic, Cultural and Archeological Resources 

Established in 1634, Malden history is deeply rooted in business and commerce. Located just outside of 
Boston, early Malden settlers were too far from deep water for shipbuilding and the land proved too rocky 
for any significant, long-term farming. As a result, Malden became a mill and factory town. It is this focus on 
industry that has propelled Malden’s evolution through its more than 380 years. 
 
 

Malden Sites on the National Register of Historic Places 

Since 1977, the City of Malden has surveyed more than 500 properties, areas and sites of architectural and 
historical significance throughout the City, including private residences, civic buildings, religious institutions, 
schools, parks, landscapes, neighborhoods and commercial properties.  The most recent Citywide Inventory 
was recently completed in June 2017.  All survey documentation is on file with the Malden Historical 
Commission and Massachusetts Historical Commission.   

  
Recent City preservation activities have included restoration of surveyed sites that provide open space, 
including Bell Rock Memorial Park, Waitts Mount Park and the Hebrew Charitable Burial Ground.  
 
The City of Malden has nine sites listed on the National Register of Historic Places: 
 

• Bell Rock Cemetery (c. 1649) on Medford Street: Located at Green Street, Medford Street and 
Converse Avenue.  Founded on the sandy banks of the Malden River, Bell Rock Cemetery is also 
known as the Common Burying Ground at Sandy Bank.  Significant as a treasury of the early 
mortuary art of New England, the cemetery’s surviving gravestones, nearly all of which date before 
1820, constitute some of the finest and earliest decorative carvings in Massachusetts. The burial 
ground also claims the distinction of being the resting place of settlers from the Great Migration of 
1630, of Michael Wigglesworth, and of veterans from three colonial wars. Over the centuries through 
today, the 3 acre grounds have served a secondary use as a recreational spot. Similar to burial 
grounds in rural England, Sandy Bank has long had a secondary use as a recreational spot. 
Throughout the 18th century, the town permitted livestock owned by widows to graze on the site. 
Cows and horses pastured there during most of the 19th century. In later years, employees from 
adjoining factories regularly spent lunch hours sitting and strolling among the moss-covered 
gravestones. 
 

• Bell Rock Memorial Park (1908) on Main Street: A public open space since 1648, this park contains a 
significant natural rock outcropping that is known to be the site of Malden’s first meeting house.  In 
1658, a bell was hung from a wooden scaffold atop the outcropping to summon the townspeople to 
worship, giving the park its name. Designed by Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., the park is one of twelve 
known Olmsted-designed sites within the City, and home to the bronze monument designed and 
sculpted by Bela Lyon Pratt. The Monument, The Flag Defenders, is dedicated to the soldiers and 
sailors of Malden who served in the American Civil War.  Overall, approximately 90% of the original 
park features are still in place and the original Olmsted "naturalistic design" remains clearly present. 
The walkways and terraced overlooks of this 3.41 acre park continue to serve the City for passive 
recreation and as a community meeting place for the commemoration of patriotic services, such as 
Flag Day. 
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• Marcia P. Browne Junior High School (1905) at 295 Broadway: This site was designed in the Colonial 
Revival style by Boston architect Edward I. Wilson and constructed in response to the rapid growth 
in the City’s population due to industrialization. It was converted to its current use, elderly assisted 
living housing, in the 1990s. 
 

• Converse Memorial Building (1884) at 36 Salem Street: Home of the Malden Public Library and Art 
Gallery; designed by well-known American architect, H.H. Richardson. It was given by Malden's first 
Mayor, Elisha S. Converse, as a memorial to his son slain by a bank robber. 
 

• Charles A. Daniels School (1906) at 20 Daniels Street: Designed in Tudor Revival-style by the Boston 
architectural firm Brainerd and Leeds and constructed in response to the rapid growth in the City’s 
population due to industrialization. It was named for Charles A. Daniels, former principal of Malden 
High School and Superintendent of Schools, considered the father of the Malden public school 
system. It was converted to its current use, residential condominium housing in the 1980s. 
 

• Wilbur Fiske Haven House (c. 1866) at 339 Pleasant Street: One of the City’s earliest examples of the 
high-style, Italianate/Mansard or Second Empire. This well-preserved mansion-scale residence was 
built by Malden carpenter/contractor George Hanson Fall for well-to-do Boston hardware merchant 
Wilbur Fiske Haven, a native Maldonian.  The property has historical regional significance for its 
location in "Doctor's Row," the section of Pleasant Street named for the large concentration of 
physicians who maintained offices/residences in this area in the early 1900s. Also known for the 
professional achievements and contributions of later owners and occupants, including a street 
railway contractor/banker, doctors and funeral home directors. The property is currently used for 
professional offices. 
 

• Odd Fellows Building (1907) at 442 Main Street:  Designed in Second Renaissance Revival style by 
Boston architect and Malden resident, Louis C. Newhall, this prominent, brick, four-story building 
was built at the height of the community development as a street car suburb. Located in Converse 
Square, the building faces the historic crossroads at the commercial center of Malden: Main, Pleasant, 
Salem, and Ferry Streets, the earliest roads in the City, which remained the major routes in and out of 
town throughout its growth. The building was funded and historically occupied primarily by its 
namesake fraternal organization for offices and meeting halls. The building is currently occupied for 
retail, office and other commercial use. 
 

• Saint Paul’s Parish Church (1860) at 26 Washington Street: Designed in the Modern Gothic style by 
architect Ralph Adams Cram, of the prominent Boston firm of Cram, Goodhue and Ferguson, St. 
Paul’s retains its architectural integrity and remains relatively unaltered from the time of 
construction.  The Gothic Revival church is as an early 20th century landmark for its transitional 
neighborhood, separating downtown Malden and residential districts.  Constructed in 1871, the 
Parish House Hall attached to the church is the original St. Paul’s Church.  Stained and decorative 
leaded windows were designed by the noted studio of Wilbur Herbert Burnham of Boston.  
 

• Waitt Brick Block (1848) at 422-424 Main Street: Designed in Greek Revival style, this commercial 
block is the only surviving structure from the period, constructed during the economic development 
of Malden Square during the mid-19th century. Malden's oldest brick building, the block's curved 
facade still reflects the early street pattern of Main and Pleasant Streets. The property is named after 
its financer, Thomas Wait, Jr., a state representative, town clerk, and local Baptist deacon.  



   
 

40 of 198 
 

 

 
Six areas of the City are listed on the National Register of Historic Places, shared with abutting communities:   
 

• Fells Connector Parkways (1895):  The Fells Connector Parkways in Medford and Malden, consisting 
of the Y-shaped system of roadways known as The Fellsway, Fellsway East, and Fellsway West, is 
significant as one of the earliest connecting parkways designed for the Metropolitan Park 
Commission by Olmsted, Olmsted and Eliot and its successor firm, Olmsted Brothers.  These heavily 
traveled, formal boulevards are curvilinear divided parkways that run north through early 20th-
century residential and commercial neighborhoods. The Fells Connector Parkways connect the 
Middlesex Fells Reservation directly with Boston, the Mystic River Reservation and Parkway, and the 
Revere Beach Parkway. 
 

• Fellsmere Park Parkways (1914): West Border Road and Boundary Road, two short border parkways, 
define the eastern and western boundaries of Fellsmere Park (1893), located approximately ½ mile 
south of the Middlesex Fells Reservation. These parkways have historical significance in the areas of 
community planning and development, conservation, engineering, entertainment/recreation, 
landscape architecture, and transportation.  Fellsmere Park, a small park established in 1913, occupies 
land that was developed on either side of Fellsway East just south of the Middlesex Fells Reservation. 
 

• Middlesex Fells Reservation Parkways (1896):  Malden’s East Border Road is one of the parkways of 
the Middlesex Fells Parkways system, designed by Olmsted, Olmsted and Eliot and its successor 
firm, Olmsted Brothers. It is significant in the areas of community planning and development, 
conservation, engineering, entertainment and recreation, landscape architecture, and transportation.  
The parkways within the reservation consist of an interconnected system of border and internal 
roads.  Border roads were conceived by landscape architect Charles Eliot in the 1890s as a way of 
clearly delineating the boundaries of reservations and making them visible within the community. 
Internal parkways are roads interior to the reservation. The character-defining feature of these roads 
is the scenic setting of the reservation.  The parkways travel through a mixed setting of wooded 
landscape, wetlands, and parks, and pockets of modern and historic residential and commercial 
development. 
 

• Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston (1893): The regional park system established by the 
Metropolitan Park Commission is significant for its internationally recognized contribution to the 
American park movement of the nineteenth and early twentieth century. It is considered the first 
regional park and parkway system in the country and a work of visionary regional planning. The 
Metropolitan Park System represents the most significant accomplishment of landscape architect 
Charles Eliot, a partner in the Olmsted landscape architecture firm and journalist Sylvester Baxter of 
Malden, a long-time advocate for preservation of the Middlesex Fells.  Middlesex Fells Reservation (c. 
1895) is a natural and scenic reservation that crosses the boundaries of Malden and several other 
cities and towns, Medford, Melrose, Stoneham, and Winchester. 
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• Middlesex Fells Reservoirs Historic District (1893-1898): The District is located within the 2,060 acre 
Middlesex Fells Reservation, portions of which are located in Malden, Medford and Stoneham. A 
public utility and recreational resource “carefully landscaped to blend with the surrounding 
woodland environment,” it is significant in the areas of conservation, engineering, landscape 
architecture, politics, government and recreation.  Land in the District was acquired for the Boston 
metropolitan park system in 1894, and portions of the area were also developed by the Metropolitan 
Water Board (formerly known as the Metropolitan District Commission and now known as the 
Department of Conservation and Recreation) between 1898 and 1903 as a water supply distribution 
point for communities north of Boston. The District is one of eight districts in 23 cities and towns 
included in the Water Supply System of the Metropolitan Boston Thematic Resource Area (1845-
1926). 

This year the City filed a Nomination Application and National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
for the Salem Street Cemetery.  The Application is currently under review by the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission. 
 
Other potential sites recommended for National Register nomination include the following properties that 
provide open space and were previously surveyed and documented by the City: 
 

 Fellsmere Park 
 Forest Dale Cemetery 
 Waitts Mount Park  

 
 

Credit: Frank Russell 
  Salem Street Cemetery 
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According to the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC), Malden contains seven recorded 
archaeological sites. However, not many details are known about these sites as all of the current information 
was reported through amateur archaeologists.  The MHC believes that these seven may only represent a 
fraction of the actual number of sites because Malden has never been subject to a systematic survey by 
professional archaeologists. The general locations of the known sites are within the upland areas on the north 
side of the City (Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 9, sections 26A, 27C, prohibit the exact locations of 
these sites from being made publicly known.) It is speculated that Native Americans may have been attracted 
to these areas for the easy access to stone at rock outcroppings. It was from this stone that they could craft 
their essential tools. 
 
According to MassGIS, the source for the Unique Features map, there are no unusual geologic features in the 
Malden data layer.  Several of the rock outcroppings like High Rock, Waitts Mount and Middlesex Fells are 
already shown on this map because they are permanently protected open spaces. 
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The following map depicts location of Scenic Resources and Unique Features, as available through MassGIS.  (For larger map, see Appendix B.) 
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Water Resources 

The eastern portion of Malden is located within the North Coastal Watershed, which is part of the Rumney 
Marsh Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC). In Malden, the Townline Brook and the Linden 
Brook create connections to the tidal system in neighboring Revere. This tidal activity has an impact on 
drainage and stormwater management in many neighborhoods in the southeastern portion of Malden.  
 
Malden does not contain any public water supply aquifers or recharge area. In addition to the wetland areas 
along portions of the Malden River, Town Line Brook, and the Forest Dale Cemetery, some isolated wetlands 
exist in the Middlesex Fells Reservation and the undeveloped highlands of Malden. 

 
 

Malden River and other Surface Waters 

The first Europeans in Malden settled along the banks of the Malden River. The River served as the major 
means of transportation and trade during Malden’s early development. Today, the River is viewed as having 
great potential to become a recreational resource for the City. 
 
The Malden River lies toward the southwestern part of Malden near Medford. The river once ran through the 
downtown section of Malden north of Charles Street until the 1960’s when this section was placed in a closed 
culvert. The portion of the River near the Oak Grove MBTA station is located in an open culvert. South of 
Charles Street adjacent to Canal Street, the River continues as open water for 1.3 miles (0.7 miles in Malden) 
until joining the Mystic River near the Wellington MBTA Station. The River is fed by the Spot Pond Culvert, 
the Saugus Branch Culvert, and the Fells in Melrose. 
 
The construction of the Amelia Earhart Dam in the 1960’s changed the character of the Malden River. The 
dam blocked the tidal flushing of the river, so today; the river has characteristics more of a lake or a reservoir. 
  
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) in partnership with the Mystic Valley Development Commission 
(MVDC) developed the “Malden River Ecosystem Restoration Detailed Project Report and Environmental 
Assessment.” Restoration of the Malden River ecosystem to the “highest quality that it can reasonably support 
and sustain” is the overriding project goal for both the MVDC and the USACE. Numerous ecosystem 
restoration components were developed and evaluated as building blocks for a comprehensive strategy 
designed to restore the environmental quality of the Malden River ecosystem. These measures are directed 
toward three primary restoration objectives: wetlands restoration, aquatic habitat restoration and riverine 
migratory restoration. 
 
The primary elements of the recommended plan were developed through the detailed evaluation of the 
Mystic/Malden River ecosystem characteristics. The elements are as follows: 

 
o Removal of 36,000 cubic yards of invasive species along 14.9 acres of the riverbank corridor and 

replanting with native wetland plant species;  
o Creation of 5.4 acres of emergent wetland within the existing oxbow;  
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o Placement of 4,400 cubic yards of gravel/sand substrate to create 2.8 acres of fish spawning 
habitat; 

o Miscellaneous debris removal and disposal; and 
o Operational changes at the Amelia Earhart Dam to improve fish passage for anadromous species. 

 
Town Line Brook 

Town Line Brook lies on the east side of Malden near the border of Revere and Everett. The brook is a 
1.7 mile (1.0 mile in Malden) long surface water body that runs from Broadway to Rumney Marsh in 
Revere. 

 
Even though the predecessor agency to the current state Department of Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR) placed the brook in an open concrete culvert for its entire length the brook remains subject to 
periodic tidal flows. DCR has completed an upgrade to the floodgate near the Revere Cinemas to 
better control flood tides and to allow regular tidal flows. The tidal flows greatly influence 
groundwater levels in some adjoining Malden and Revere neighborhoods. The Linden neighborhood 
could be subject to flooding if the tide gates become ineffective. 

 
The brook runs along the southern edge of the privately-owned Holy Cross Cemetery. An unpaved 
DCR access road runs the length of the culvert and may offer the potential for a short linear park. A 
large strip of open land lies between the fence of the DCR land and a berm in the cemetery. A large 
undeveloped parcel (of approximately 2 acres) is also located along this access road. 

 
Fellsmere Pond 

Fellsmere Pond and Park are owned by the City of Malden.  However, in 1905 the City of Malden 
Board of Aldermen voted “to transfer to the Metropolitan Park Commission for care and control, 
including police protection, Fellsmere Park.”  The Department of Conservation and Recreation is the 
statutory successor to the Metropolitan Park Commission. Nonetheless, the City of Malden maintains 
the Pond (and Park). There is an active Friends of Fellsmere Pond group that has worked to improve 
the park, including attempting to control the influx of Canada geese at the pond. The walking path 
along the shore has been repaved and erosion control measures have been completed. 

 
Forest Dale Cemetery 

A small surface pond that provides habitat to ducks and geese exists within the Forest Dale 
Cemetery. A small wetland area also exists between the cemetery and Pine Banks Park. 

 
Pine Banks Park 

Pine Banks Park features a small pond in the Melrose portion. Some unmapped wetland areas also 
exist within Pine Banks.  

 
Aquifer Recharge Areas 

Aquifers are water resources that lie underground and provide water to a community.  There are no Surface 
Water Protection Zones nor Zone I/Zone II Aquifer Protection in Malden.  Malden is an MWRA community with 
100% of its residents on public water supply. There is no private well use for drinking water. 
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Flood Hazard Areas 

Malden River 
The channeling of the River and the Amelia Earhart Dam limit the extent of the River’s flood zone to the area 
from bank to bank. 
 
Town Line Brook 
Lands along this brook in Malden are within the 100-year flood zones. 
 
Linden Area 
The area between Oliver and Salem Streets lies within the 100-year flood zone. 
 
Other Areas 
Areas of Forest Dale Cemetery and Roosevelt Park (immediately behind the Salemwood School) also are 
within flood hazard zones. 
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The following map depicts Malden’s water resources (For larger map, see Appendix B). 
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Vegetation 

Malden is a densely developed urban area with a limited amount of undeveloped or open land.  
The natural vegetation of Malden has been highly modified by the urban environment. Originally, almost 
completely forested by the central hardwoods group, only certain park, ledge, or wetland areas in the 
northern part of the City remain forested. The Middlesex Fells Reservation and adjacent private parcels are 
the largest areas of continuous natural forest within Malden. Pine Banks Park also contains a significant 
amount of forested land, including a number of large pines. These two areas comprise essentially all of the 
quality woodlands within Malden. Other wooded areas are smaller and of varying quality. Tree species 
native to the area include oak, maple, hickory, cherry, ash, locust, elm, birch, aspen, beech, pine, and willow. 
Elsewhere in the City, vegetation is restricted mostly to lawns, and ornamental and shade trees.   
 
Malden does not have areas of wetland vegetation, or unique natural resources outside of already-protected 
open space, such as the Middlesex Fells Reservation. 
 
While Malden does not have commercial agricultural land, it does have community gardens. These are 
municipal gardens along the Northern Strand Community Trail between Bryant and Faulkner Streets which 
are maintained by civic organizations and schools. 

Credit: City of Malden 
View of Malden to the northeast from Ferry, Salem, and Main Streets 
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Tree Canopy 

Malden has been a Tree City USA since 2015. The State Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) 
administers the program in Massachusetts in partnership with the National Arbor Day Foundation.  This 
nationwide movement provides the framework necessary for communities to manage and expand their 
public trees.   
 
Municipalities are eligible for the designation if they comply with four requirements, all of which Malden has 
met. These are having a tree warden, following state law for regulating the community forest, celebrating 
Arbor Day and having an annual forestry budget that exceeds the required minimum of $2 per capita. The 
Malden Department of Public Works plants approximately 150 new trees per year and the Director of the 
Department serves as the tree warden (Section 11.55, City of Malden Ordinances). 
 

Credit: City of Malden 
City of Malden Arbor Day 2017 
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Rare Plant Species 

The Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program lists the following Endangered (E), 
Threatened (T), or Special Concern (SC) species in Malden.  Regrettably, many of them have not been seen in 
over 100 years: 
 

 
  Taxonomic 

Group 
Scientific Name Common Name MESA* 

Status 
Most recent 
observation 

Vascular Plant Ageratina aromatica Lesser Snakeroot E 1986 

Vascular Plant Asclepias verticillata Linear-leaved 
Milkweed 

T 1879 

Vascular Plant Liatris scariosa v. 
novae-angliae 

New England Blazing 
Star 

SC 1884 

Vascular Plant Ophioglossum 
pusillum 

Adder's-tongue Fern T 1881 

Vascular Plant Sphenopholis nitida Shining Wedgegrass T 1853 

*MESA: Massachusetts Endangered Species Act 
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/species-information-and-
conservation/town-species-viewer.html 

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/species-information-and-conservation/town-species-viewer.html
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/species-information-and-conservation/town-species-viewer.html
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Fisheries & Wildlife 

Wild bird and animal life in Malden are quite limited. The densely settled areas see only migratory song 
birds, while the more rural areas near the eastern, northern, and western City limits house small mammals 
and larger birds such as squirrels, rabbits, raccoons, woodchucks, pheasants, ducks, and hawks. Ducks (both 
domesticated and wild) are particularly common at Fellsmere Pond, Spot Pond Brook, and Pine Banks Park.  
As pollution issues continue to be addressed along the Malden River, shore birds and waterfowl are 
beginning to reappear there. 
 
Goldfish, carp, shiners, sunfish, pickerel, bass, frogs, and turtles are found particularly in Fellsmere Pond, 
and to a lesser extent, in the pond at Forestdale Cemetery. Species that are more tolerant of urban conditions 
have begun to return to the Malden River. 
 
Malden currently contains no active wildlife corridors, but as redevelopment along the Malden River occurs, 
the water quality of the river will likely improve and provide wildlife habitat.   
 
 

Rare Animal Species 

The Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program has listed the following Endangered 
(E), Threatened (T) or Special Concern (SC) species in Malden: 

 
Taxonomic 
Group 

Scientific Name Common Name MESA* 
Status 

Most recent 
observation 

Amphibian Ambystoma 
opacum 

Marbled 
Salamander 

T 1932 

Beetle Cicindela 
duodecimguttata 

Twelve-spotted 
Tiger Beetle 

SC 1903 

Beetle Cicindela purpurea Cow Path Tiger 
Beetle 

SC 1903 

Beetle Cicindela 
rufiventris hentzii 

Eastern Red-
bellied Tiger 
Beetle 

T 1926 

Butterfly/Moth Metarranthis 
apiciaria 

Barrens 
Metarranthis 

E Historic 

Bird Vermivora 
chrysoptera 

Golden-winged 
Warbler 

E 1922 

*MESA: Massachusetts Endangered Species Act E= Endangered; T=Threatened; 
SC=Special Concern. For additional information, see 
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/species-information-
and-conservation/town-species-viewer.html 

  

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/species-information-and-conservation/town-species-viewer.html
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/species-information-and-conservation/town-species-viewer.html
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Environmental Challenges 

Brownfields 
At this time, there are 312 sites listed in the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
Reportable Release database.  There are 40 sites with Activities and Use Limitations. The City of Malden 
actively pursues the redevelopment and adaptive re-use of brownfield properties.   
 
Solid Waste and Landfills 
According to DEP’s landfill listing, Malden has no major landfill disposal areas. Malden contracts to have 
solid waste sent to the Wheelabrator incinerator and landfill in Saugus.  The Town of Saugus opposes any 
landfill expansion and requests closure of the landfill. 
 
Pay As You Throw (PAYT) Program 
The City of Malden expanded the Pay as You Throw (PAYT) solid waste disposal program to include 
residential property owners on October 6, 2008. Commercial businesses and larger residential property 
owners have been participating in the program since 2000.  The benefits of this program include an increase 
in recycling and a reduction in solid waste disposal costs to the City. 
 
Chronic Flooding  
Malden’s drainage system has experienced recent maintenance and cleaning that has eliminated some 
isolated street flooding. A continuing maintenance program is in place and is expected to prevent street 
flooding. 
 
Sedimentation  
Sedimentation has become a problem in the Town Line Brook. It is difficult to determine if the accumulation 
of sediments in the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) open box culvert is a result of 
irresponsible development practices or other activities along the banks of the brook. DCR is evaluating the 
removal of sediment from the brook in an effort to increase the capacity during storm events and to prevent 
additional flooding during high tides. DCR also installed new tide gates designed to control the level of water 
entering the brook in significant storm events. 
 
Erosion has not been identified as a significant issue in open space planning, particularly given Malden’s 
existing high percentage of impervious surface area. 
 
Ground and Surface Water Pollution, including both point and non-point sources 
Ground water contamination is much easier to identify and monitor than water pollution. The Massachusetts 
Contingency Plan (MCP) has created a process for classification and remediation of contaminated sites.  
Water pollution is a much more difficult problem to assess as most contaminants have mixed with other 
sediments underwater. Two open space sites in Malden have been studied: 
 

Malden River 
The River’s Edge Project, working with the US Army Corps of Engineers, has done analysis to 
determine the level of contamination that exists within the Malden River. One major component of 
the project is to restore the river as much as practicable and introduce recreational opportunities 
along its bank. 
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Fellsmere Pond 
Located in Ward 3, Fellsmere Pond and its associated recreational parkland is a center piece of the 
City of Malden’s open space plan.  Designed by Fredrick Law Olmsted, Fellsmere Pond was 
constructed in the later 1800’s as an emergency fire pond for the Boston Rubber Shoe.  Today it serves 
to demonstrate the City’s efforts not only to preserve its proud history, but its commitment to 
providing recreational opportunities for its residents for the years ahead.   

 
The City has developed and implemented a management program for Fellsmere Pond that has 
resulted in a significant improvement in surface water quality and resource area preservation. This 
operation and maintenance program includes the following key tasks: 
 

• Alkaline and herbicide treatment  
• Installation and maintenance of irrigation fountains 
• Bank stabilization and erosion control measures 
• Hydro raking / vegetation removal 
• Solid waste collection 
• Animal waste control station  
• Interactive signage to discourage feeding the water fowl population  
• Surface water level management   
• Educational programs and community outreach  

 
In addition to the extensive recreational opportunities for its residents, the results of the City’s 
ongoing management program are evidenced by a reduction in bacteria levels and turbidity in the 
pond, together with the emergence of sustainable fish populations. 

 
Stormwater Management 
Another environmental challenge is the need to ensure that stormwater management is adequately addressed 
through the development review process.  The City recently updated its Stormwater Management and Land 
Disturbance Regulations (Section 11.74, City of Malden Ordinances). The City requires planned development 
of sites 1 acre and larger to submit a stormwater plan to meet the requirements of this ordinance.  
 
The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection is revising the compliance schedule for the 
general permit for the Small Municipal Separate Storm Water Systems, known as the MS4 permit so that it 
will comply with the schedule of the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency. The EPA is postponing the 
effective date of the MS4 to July 1, 2018. The MS4 permit, which will regulate stormwater in more than 250 
municipalities in Massachusetts, including Malden, was scheduled to take effect on July 1, 2017. 
 
In addition to the requirements of the current permit, municipalities will be required to encourage Low 
Impact Development (LID) and Green Infrastructure (GI) practices for stormwater management with the new 
permit. This approach to stormwater management essentially captures and treats rain and snow melt close to 
where it falls in more natural decentralized systems. LID/GI projects could take the form of street trees, 
pockets parks, rain gardens, or other natural features that have the capacity to capture, treat and infiltrate 
stormwater. These strategies reduce polluted runoff to local wetlands, rivers, and ponds. There are additional 
benefits produced by establishing perennially vegetated landscapes for stormwater management, such as 
improving air and water quality and reducing cooling expenses in more urbanized areas that are warmer due 
to the "heat island effect," and mitigating the impacts of climate change.  
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Development Impact:   
Various impacts of development on the environment are regulated through the local and state permitting 
processes and regulations.  City zoning ordinances require any size residential development to provide open 
space; larger residential and commercial developments to mitigate traffic and other infrastructure impacts; 
and projects that involve the removal of ledge and alteration of grade to address erosion, stormwater 
management and drainage issues. The State waterways licensing program  requires developments to provide 
public access to the Malden River, and local administration by the City’s Conservation Commission of the 
state Wetlands Protection Act requires protection of areas in the flood plain. City Public Works ordinances 
require larger developments to address storm water management and land disturbance impacts. 
 
For additional information, see Recent Growth that Provides New Open Space (pg. 30) section of this Plan. 
 
Forestry Issues:   
Whereas the largest areas of continuous natural forest within Malden are located in permanently protected 
regional parks, namely, the Middlesex Fells Reservation and Pine Banks Park, there are no concerns with 
deforestation.  The care, preservation, pruning, planting, replanting and removal of Malden’s tree canopy, 
and any trees, shrubs, bushes and other woody vegetation located on public property is ensured through City 
ordinances that establish a Community Forestry Program, administered by the City’s Tree Warden, and the 
Department of Public Works Commission. 
 
Planting and removal of trees on private property is generally unregulated.  The planting of trees and 
installation of other landscaping are routinely required during the permitting processes under the City 
zoning ordinance.  
 
For additional information, see Vegetation (pg. 48) section of this Plan. 
 
Environmental Equity:   
Malden provides equal access to all its open space and recreational facilities.   Open space and recreational 
facilities are distributed throughout the City. Malden’s Environmental Justice populations cover the entire 
City (except two census blocks) and none of the EJ areas are lacking open space or recreational facilities.   
Because nearly the entire City includes Malden EJ populations, the ongoing efforts to revitalize and renovate 
existing parks and playgrounds throughout the City advances environmental equity for all citizens of Malden 
and EJ populations.  In addition, given the particular location of the largest area in the City that meets all EJ 
population criteria (as described on Map 2, Environmental Justice, of this Plan), environmental equity is 
directly supported by and correlates with the City’s efforts to develop the Malden River as open space, 
expand public access to the Malden River area and to improve and enhance the open space and recreational 
opportunities provided by the Northern Strand Community Trail/Bike to the Sea. 
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5 
Inventory of Lands of 

Conservation and 
Recreation Interest 

Introduction 

A current inventory of a community’s open space and recreation assets is a requirement for updating the 
open space and recreation plan.  As defined in Chapter 2 (Introduction), open space is land that is 
undeveloped, usually without buildings or structures, and that is accessible to the public. Open space is 
typically divided into two categories: conservation lands and recreation resources. The Massachusetts 
Division of Conservation Services, the agency responsible for the review and approval of the Open Space and 
Recreation Plan, expands that definition to also include “agricultural land, corridor parks and small parks 
and green buffers along roadways owned by an agency or organization dedicated to conservation.” 
 
The starting point of Malden’s inventory of open space is the data maintained by the Commonwealth’s Office 
of Geographic and Environmental Information (MassGIS). The MassGIS data and resulting maps were 
reviewed by the Open Space Committee and the public to revise and update the information. 
 
Open space protection is essential in the City of Malden because as a largely developed or "built out" 
community there are limited opportunities to create any new open spaces. Malden recognizes the significance 
of open space to the quality of life of its residents. Malden also recognizes the importance of open space to the 
business community to enhance economic development. 
 
Malden’s inventory includes both public and private lands. Open space resources are owned by the City of 
Malden, the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, and religious organizations that 
maintain 138 acres of cemetery lands. 
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The following summary table of Malden’s open spaces shows the total open space acreage by ownership, and 
as a percentage of the total land area in Malden. 

 
Owner Acreage % of City Total Land 

Area (3,244 acres) 
City of Malden 128.4 3.9 
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) 

  76.9 2.3 

City-owned Cemeteries   63.4 1.9 

Other Cemeteries 138.0 4.2 
Other/Private recreation     6.6  .2 

TOTAL 413.3 12.5% 
 

 
Ownership is illustrated by the following pie chart. Counting parks and recreation areas, and city-owned 
cemeteries, the City controls 50% of the open space. The State’s Department of Conservation and Recreation 
controls 31%, and private entities another 17%. 
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Levels of Open Space and Recreation Land Protection 

For planning purposes, the type or level of legal protection for each open space is indicative of future 
development potential, in the event ownership or other circumstances change.  Information on ownership 
and the type of protection will assist the City to identify open space and/or recreation areas that may require 
additional efforts to ensure long-term preservation and protection.  The following terms are used by MassGIS 
and the Division of Conservation Services to describe types of land protection. 
 
Permanently Protected  
Permanently protected land is also termed “protected in perpetuity.” These parcels of land have a deed or 
other legal document that guarantees an open space or conservation use.  Common examples include land 
that is deeded to and managed by the City Conservation Commission or Parks and Recreation Commission; 
land that is subject to a conservation restriction or easement in perpetuity; open spaces that received federal 
or state grant assistance for the purchase or improvement of the property; or land that is owned by one of the 
state’s conservation agencies.   
 
In all of these examples, the land is subject to Article 97 of the Articles of Amendment to the State 
Constitution. Article 97 protects publicly-owned or restricted lands dedicated to conservation or recreation 
purposes.  If the land is proposed to be removed from recreation or conservation purposes, a 2/3 affirmative 
vote of a City council or town meeting followed by a 2/3 vote of the Massachusetts Legislature must occur.  
Lands purchased for general municipal purposes (such as a fire station or school) are not protected by Article 
97.  The community entity which owns (as opposed to manages) each open space is determinative as to this 
protection. 
 
Limited Protection 
This term is used for parcels that may have a conservation restriction for a set amount of time, or for city-
owned properties that have been used for open space/recreation without being legally restricted or deeded to 
the conservation commission or parks commission.  In Malden, the city-owned cemeteries and those owned 
by religious entities are considered to have limited protection.  While not deeded for recreation or 
conservation, the historical and cultural use of the land will most likely preclude conversion/sale for other 
purposes, including development. 
 
No Protection 
Typically, these are privately owned open spaces, often recreational facilities.  In Malden, these resources 
include the Malden YMCA, the Malden Valley Forum ice rink and athletic fields at the Mystic Valley 
Regional Charter School and Malden Catholic High School.  This category is included for planning purposes.   
 
Protection of Privately-owned lands 
Private lands may be permanently protected through the following types of deed restrictions: Conservation, 
Agricultural Preservation, Historic or Wetlands.  Deed restrictions running in perpetuity on private lands are 
also protected under Article 97, described above.  Also, land acquired by local land trusts and other non-
profits, such as the Trustees of Reservations may also have lands permanently protected and subject to Article 
97.  However, some of these holdings may have limited protections. 
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Owner of Open Space Entity that Owns Level of Legal 
Protection 

Subject to Article 
97 

City lands deeded for 
conservation or recreation 

City Conservation 
Commission or 
Parks/Recreation 
Commission 

Permanently 
protected open space 

Yes 

Other city-owned lands 
(cemeteries, schools) 

Any other entity:  School 
Department; Water 
Commission. 

Limited or No 
Protection  

No 

State Executive Office of 
Energy & Environmental 
Affairs (EEOAA) 
agencies 

Permanent Yes 

State Non-EOEAA, such as 
Corrections, Mental 
Health 

Limited or No 
Protection 

No 

Federal National Park Service; 
USDA Forest Lands 

Yes Not applicable 

Federal Transportation, Defense 
Department 

No Not applicable 

Private owner Private Permanently 
protected 

Yes, if deed 
restriction in 
perpetuity for: 
conservation, 
agriculture, 
historic, wetlands 

Private Non-profit with open 
space mission 

Local land trust; 
Conservation 
organizations such as 
Mass Audubon 

Varies, depending 
on how land was 
acquired/restricted/ 
deeded 

Varies 

Private non-profit Religious organizations; 
Private schools 

Limited example: 
cemeteries; No, 
unless there is a 
deed restriction 

No 
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Inventory of Open Space and Recreation Resources 

The Malden Inventory of Public Open Space and Recreational Facilities includes public land used for parks and 
recreational facilities. The Inventory shows a total of 40 parcels covering 52.6 acres of conservation and 
recreation land owned and managed either by the City or Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR).  
The Inventory provides details about each property, and all properties identified in the inventory are depicted 
in Map 7, Open Space Inventory.  (For larger map, see Appendix B.) 
The Inventory matrix column headings are defined below:  

 
1. Name of Site - Names the open space site.  
2. Address – The street where the open space is located. 
3. Assessing Parcel # Map/Block/Lot - City assessing information. 
4. Owner - Indicates the owner of the property. 
5. Management (Mgt.) - The agency, department or entity responsible for managing and 

maintaining the parcel.  Usually the same as the Owner. 
6. Acres – The size of the site, expressed in acres (1 acre=43,560 sq. ft). 
7. Funds Used - Source of funding for the acquisition of the site, as known.  
8. Protection Status - Legal level of open space protection. 
9. Public Access – States whether these open spaces are available to the public. 
10. Current Use - Details the main uses for the site. 
11. Condition - Identifies the site condition (excellent, good, fair or poor). 
12. Recreation Potential - For land not used for recreational purposes, potential for recreational 

activities is identified. Cemeteries have very limited recreational potential.  
13. Zoning - Identifies the zoning district in which the open space is located. 
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Table 5-1 
Inventory of Malden Open Space and Recreation Facilities 

Name of Site Address Assessing 
Parcel # 

Owner Mgt. Acres Funds 
Used 

Protection 
Status 

Public 
Access 

Current 
Use* 

Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Zoning 

Amerige Park Fellsway 
East/ 
Highland Ave 

018-040-
001 

 COM  MPRD 3.5 LWCF Permanent Yes Recreation 
New tot 
lot 

Good Active Res A 

Bell Rock Memorial 
Park 

Main Street 065-312-
201 

COM MPRD 3.4  Permanent Yes Passive 
Recreation 

Good Passive Res A 

Northern Strand 
Community Trail 

Abandoned 
Railroad 
ROW 
(Boston-Maine 
Saugus 
Branch) 

 COM MPRD 3.5 
miles 

City Permanent Yes Recreation 
Bike trail/   
walking 
path 

Good Active Res A 

Callahan Park Pearl Street 031-133-
301 

COM MPRD 2.3  Permanent Yes Recreation
Playing 
fields 

Good Active Res A 

Coytemore Lea 
Park 

Mountain 
Avenue 

048-864-
412 

COM  MPRD 2.3  Permanent Yes Recreation  
Playground 

Good Active Res A 

Devir Park/Bruce 
Field 

Fellsway 
West 

037-184-
401 

COM MPRD 8.1 LWCF Permanent Yes Recreation 
Fields 

Good Active Res A 

Fellsmere 
Park/Pond 

West Border 
Road/Savin 
Street/ 
Fellsmere Rd 

025-106-
601 

COM  DCR 
 

24.7  Permanent Yes Passive 
Recreation 

Good Passive Res A 

Forestdale Park Forest Street 108-783-
312A 

COM MPRD 1.3  Permanent Yes Recreation 
Fields 

Good Active Res A 

Green Street Park Green Street 060-242- 
201 

COM MPRD 1.4  Permanent Yes Recreation Good Active Res A 

High Rock Rockingham 
Ave 

146-620-
002 

COM  6.6  Permanent Yes Passive 
Recreation 

Good Passive Res A 

Howard Park 
(South Broadway 
Park) 

Maplewood 
Street/ 
Broadway 

125-481-
104 

COM MPRD 4.1 PARC; 
LWCF 

Permanent Yes Recreation 
Playing 
Fields 

Good Active Res A 

Kierstead Park Eastern 
Avenue/ 
Willow St 

101-430-
011 

COM MPRD 1.7  Permanent Yes Recreation Good Active  Res A 

Lincoln Commons Cross Street 098-451-
104 

COM MPRD 3.5  Permanent Yes Recreation
/Splash 
Pad    

Good Active Res A 

Linden Park 
Hunting Field 

Wescott 
Street 

154-506-
606 

COM MPRD 4.0  Permanent Yes Recreation Good Active Res B 

Macdonald 
Stadium 

Route 60/ 
Pearl Street 

031-133-
302 

COM MPRD 5.5  Permanent Yes Recreation 
Turf Field 

Good Active Res A 
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Table 5-1 
Inventory of Malden Open Space and Recreation Facilities 

Name of Site Address Assessing 
Parcel # 

Owner Mgt. Acres Funds 
Used 

Protection 
Status 

Public 
Access 

Current 
Use* 

Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Zoning 

Maplewood Park Maplewood 
Street 

121-481-
133 

COM MPRD 3.7 USH Permanent Yes Recreation Good Active  Highway 
Business 

Miller Park Harvard 
Street 

100-445-
504 

COM MPRD 1.7  Permanent Yes Recreation 
Playground 

Good Active  Res A 

Newman Park 
Ferryway Green 

Cross Street 085-386-
601 

COM MPRD 1.7  Permanent Yes Recreation Good Active Res A 

Patchell Park Glen Rock 
Road 

007-061-
106 

COM MPRD 0.4  Permanent Yes Recreation Good Active Res A 

Pearl Street 
Playground 

Pearl Street 038-207-
702 

COM MPRD  0.3 
 

 Permanent Yes Recreation 
Basketball 

Good Active Res A 

Pine Banks Park Main Street 070-827-
702 

COM PBPBT 29.0 GC; 
USH 

Permanent Yes Recreation Good Active  Res A 

Roosevelt Park Salem Street 117-728-
815 

COM MPRD 3.7 LWCF Permanent Yes Recreation  
Tot lot 

Good Active Res A 

Tartikoff Park Willow St/ 
Lyme St 

101-430-
007 

COM MPRD 2.5  Permanent Yes Recreation 
Playground 

Good Active Res A 

Trafton Park Granite 
St/Jacob 
Street 

142-669-
901 

COM MPRD 2.9  Permanent Yes Recreation Good Active Res A 

Waitts Mount Leonard St/ 
Park St 

071-824-
460 

COM MPRD 10.4  Permanent Yes Passive 
Recreation 

Good Passive/ 
Walking 

Res A 

Total City Park 
Acres 

    128.4        

Middlesex Fells 
Reservation 

East Border 
Road 

006-020-
003B 

DCR  DCR 76.9 USH Permanent Yes Recreation Good Active and 
Passive 

Res A 

Total DCR Acres     76.9        
TOTAL Permanently Protected   205.3        
CEMETERIES             
Bell Rock Cemetery Green Street 060-242-

201 
COM MCC 3.0  Limited Yes Cemetery Good Limited/ 

Passive 
Res A 

Forest Dale 
Cemetery 

Forest Street 070-827-
701 

COM MCC 56.0  Limited Yes Cemetery Good Limited/ 
Passive 

Res A 

Salem Street 
Cemetery 

Salem Street 087-263-
320 

COM MCC 4.4  Limited Yes Cemetery Good Limited/ 
Passive 

Res A 

Total City Of 
Malden Cemetery 
Acres 

    63.4        

Holy Cross 
Cemetery 

Broadway/ 
Lynn St 

124-490-
006A & 
006B 

RCAB RCAB 134.4  Limited Yes Cemetery Good Limited/ 
Passive 

Res A 
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Table 5-1 
Inventory of Malden Open Space and Recreation Facilities 

Name of Site Address Assessing 
Parcel # 

Owner Mgt. Acres Funds 
Used 

Protection 
Status 

Public 
Access 

Current 
Use* 

Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Zoning 

Hebrew Charitable 
Burial Ground 
(Maplewood 
Cemetery) 

Lebanon 
Street 140-792-

249 

 JCA JCA 1.1  Limited Yes Cemetery Good Limited/ 
Passive 

Res A 

St. Mary's 
Cemetery 

Fellsway East 018-041-
110 

RCAB RCAB 2.5  Limited Yes Cemetery Good Limited/ 
Passive 

Res A 

Total Other 
Cemetery Acres 
 
 

 

 

  138.0        

OTHER             

YMCA Dartmouth 
Street 

049-279-
911 

YMCA YMCA 0.5  Permanent Yes Recreation 
Pool, etc. 

Good Active Res B 

Malden Catholic 
High School Athletic 
Fields 

Crystal St 128-438-
805 

RCAB RCAB 4.1  None Yes Recreation 
Fields 

Good Active Res A 

Mystic Valley 
Regional Charter 
School Athletic 
Fields 

Eastern 
Avenue 

102-429-
901 

MVRCS MVRCS 2.0  None  Recreation 
Fields 

Good Active Industrial 1 

Total Athletic Field 
Acres 

    6.6        

TOTAL ALL     413.3        
 
*Please note: Additional detailed information about recent improvements to the City-owned parks, including specific recreation uses, is on Pages 18 – 20 Recent 
and Current Open Space Projects. As the City upgrades its parks and open spaces, it determines on a project-by-project basis what specific amenities may be 
needed.  Also see ADA Assessment for information that will assist the City in determining what universal access features to include in any open space upgrades. 
 
Acronyms used in table above: 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston (RCAB); City of Malden (COM); Department of Conservation and Recreation, Division of State Parks and Recreation 
(DCR-DSPR); Gateway Cites (GC); Jewish Cemetery Association (JCA); Land and Water Conservation Fund; (LWCF) Malden Cemetery Commission (MCC); 
Malden Parks and Recreation Department (MPRD); Mystic Valley Regional Charter School (MVRCS); Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities 
(PARC); Pine Banks Park Board of Trustees (PBPBT); Urban Self Help (USH) 
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The following map depicts the Inventory of Open Space and Recreation (Check Appendix B for larger map): 
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Malden’s Deltas and Landscaped Islands 

The City of Malden maintains 46 public spaces, comprised of islands and “deltas,” named for the shape of the 
spaces which are often located at an intersection.  The following list includes the deltas and landscaped 
islands.   These unique open spaces are located in every ward of the City.   

 
 Malden Deltas and Landscaped Island Locations WARD 

  Commercial Street Islands (across from DPW) 1 

  Main Street at Eastern Ave. and Madison St. (2 island locations) Dunkin Donuts 
(Medeiros Family)maintains 

1 

  Route 60 – Main Street (across from Walgreens) 1 

  Route 60 – Canal St. (island) 1 

  Route 60 - Commercial St. (island) 1 

  Route 60 – Middlesex St. (island) 1 

  Route 60 – One Centre St. (island) 1 

  Route 60 – Stop & Shop at Jackson St. (island) 1 

  Charles St. and Fellsway – Walden Memorial (delta) 2 

  Highland Ave. at Pleasant St. - Wallace Monument (delta) 2 

  Highland Ave. and Pleasant St. - Harris Delta 2 

  Macdonald Stadium (Beds along fence on Route 60 and next to field house) 
Stadium maintains 

2 

  O’Connell Park (Medford Street) 2 

  Pearl St. at Centre St. (island) 2 
  Pleasant St. opposite Dist. 3 Fire Station (delta) 2 

  Route 60 – Pearl to MBTA cut off (island) 2 

  Glenwood St. at and Summer St. (2 island locations) 3 

  Highland Ave. at Fellsway Rotary (delta) 3 

  Highland Ave. at Glenwood St. (island) 3 

  Pleasant St. at Intersection of Elm (delta) 3 

  Savin St. at Fellsmere Road (landscaped planting area) 3 
  Washington St. at Glenwood St. - Vietnam Veterans Memorial (delta) 3 

  Washington St. at Winter St. (4 median islands) 3 
  Florence St. at Pleasant St.-Malden Station (delta) 4 
  Florence St. Islands (8 island locations) 4 

  Main St. at Salem St. (median islands in front of Dunkin Donuts) 4 
  Malden High School – City Seal (delta) maintained DPW school account 4 

  Oak Grove Community Building – cutting grass 4 

  Route 60 – Irving and Ferry St. (island) 4 

  Route 60 – Malden High (rear) (island) 4 

  Bainbridge Rd. at Pierce St. (delta) maintained by cemetery 5 

  Bainbridge Rd. at Rockwell Ave. (delta) maintained by cemetery 5 

  Forest St. at Pierce St., Cemetery Entrance (4 deltas) maintained by cemetery 5 

  Forest St. at Main St. (small delta)  maintained by cemetery 5 
  Salem & Lebanon - Maplewood Sq. (delta) 6 
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  Route 60 – Grossmans – Center (island) 7 

  Route 60 – Grossmans – East (island) 7 

  Route 60 - Grossmans – South (island) 7 

  Route 60 - Grossmans – West (island) 7 
  Willow & Eastern (corner across from Kierstead Park) (delta) 7 
  Beach St. and Lawrence St. and Hall St. - Hawkridge Delta 8 
  Beach St. at Lynn St. – Welcome to Malden Sign (delta) and Linden Square bus 

stop/sidewalk area, bushes along fence line at municipal parking lot adjacent to 
Welcome to Malden sign 

8 

  Salem St. and Broadway - Community Gardens @ Maria’s pizza 8 

  Eastern Ave. at Lynn St. (delta) 8 
  Linden Victory Delta (delta and grassy area) 8 

  Oliver St. at Lynn St. - Waldron Island (island) 8 
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Summary of Malden’s Open Spaces 

 

Public Lands: Permanent, Limited and Unprotected 

Permanent Protection 
The open space inventory indicates a total of 205.3 acres permanently protected within the City of Malden.  
This includes 128.4 acres owned by the City and 76.9 acres owned by the Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation and Recreation at the Middlesex Fells Reservation. These sites are protected under Article 97 of 
the Massachusetts Constitution, described above.  All of the city-owned permanently protected open spaces 
may be used for active and passive recreation.  The Middlesex Fells is characterized as passive recreation, but 
because of the large acreage it also serves a conservation role. The largest parks are Pine Banks, at 29 acres 
and Fellsmere Park/Pond at 24.7 acres.  The smallest is Patchell Park at 0.4 acres. 
 
Limited Protection 
The City of Malden owns 63.4 acres in public cemeteries, including Forest Dale Cemetery (56.0 acres), Salem 
Street Cemetery (4.4 acres) and Bell Rock Cemetery (3.0 acres).  Forest Dale Cemetery is the only active 
cemetery of these three sites. 
 
While not permanently protected by law as open space, these cemeteries can be considered to have a 
“limited” protection status because it is unlikely that the City will sell or redevelop these cemeteries.  The 
cemeteries provide passive open spaces that afford places for walkers, joggers and other contemplative 
recreation. These sites are recognized as historically and culturally significant for the genealogical 
information provided by monuments and gravestones. 
 
Unprotected 
Malden owns approximately 60 acres of vacant land, mostly on small lots. Eight areas were identified for 
initial analysis, because they contained several vacant parcels, or were near to existing open spaces. Vacant 
lots may also provide temporary recreational space before viable development is possible.  
 
Public school yards comprise another type of unprotected open space. The City of Malden owns 14.77 acres of 
school yards in elementary, middle, and high schools.  The sites include school tot lots and playing fields. Not 
included in this calculation are the schools' indoor recreational facilities, such as gymnasiums, pools and the 
Salemwood Fieldhouse. These sites are not protected by law as public open space, however, serve as 
recreational resources to members of the school community and may be used by the public community at 
large.  
 
The three miles of the Northern Strand Community Trail that traverses the City, although located in the 
abandoned railroad right-of-way, is not permanently protected. However, this trail is the subject of a 99-year 
lease between the City of Malden and state transportation authority (MBTA).   
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Private Lands: Permanent, Limited and Unprotected 

               Permanent 
There are no privately-owned parcels with permanent conservation, wetlands, agriculture or historic 
restrictions within Malden at this time. 
 
Limited 
The cemeteries owned by religious entities may be considered to have limited protection because of their 
historical and cultural uses, and because the likelihood of re-use is very low. A significant amount of 
Malden’s open space is comprised of privately-owned cemeteries. Holy Cross Cemetery, located in the 
southeast corner of Malden, is the larger (134.4 acres) of Malden’s two private cemeteries owned by the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston. The other is St. Mary’s Cemetery (2.5 acres) located on the Fellsway 
East. The Hebrew Charitable Burial Ground, known as Maplewood Cemetery (1.1 acres) is located on 
Lebanon Street.  Like the publicly-owned cemeteries, these open spaces provide passive recreational 
opportunities to Malden, and in the case of Holy Cross Cemetery, neighboring communities.  Because of the 
cultural and logistical difficulties in transposing gravesites, it is unlikely that these types of open spaces will 
be lost. 
 

                             Unprotected  
Included on Malden’s open space inventory list are the fields at Malden Catholic High School and the Mystic 
Valley Regional Charter School. Privately owned by the Catholic Archdiocese, Malden Catholic High School’s 
recreational fields comprise 4.1 acres of land within Malden. Although this land is not protected under 
Massachusetts General Laws as public open space, the school often opens its fields to neighbors and 
organized sports clubs in addition to their own school-related use. Given the historical enrollment of Malden 
Catholic High School, it seems likely that this land will be maintained as open space in the foreseeable future. 
 
River’s Edge, the tri-city redevelopment of a 30-acre former brownfields site alongside the Malden River, 
provides privately-owned and managed open space that is open to the public. This multi-use, transit oriented 
waterfront development includes an award-winning 10-acre park, with over 1/3 mile of river frontage, and 
featuring a mixture of open parkland strewn with over 8,000 plants, naturalistic trees, shrubs and flowers 
including approximately 2,000 plants in 1 ½ acres of wetlands; over a mile of paths for walking, running, and 
bicycling; an all-purpose sports field and the Tufts University Boathouse. 
 
CHAPTER 61 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 61, 61A, and 61B programs encourage the preservation of agricultural 
(61A), recreation (61B) and forest (61) lands in the Commonwealth for ten-year terms.  Landowners receive a 
tax benefit if they agree to specific terms for each of these categories.  If an owner decides to take property out 
of Chapter 61 designation, the community has the first right of refusal to purchase the property.  There are no 
properties in Malden enrolled in any of the Chapter 61 programs. 
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A list and map of city-owned vacant lots follows: (for larger map, see Appendix B)  
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As provided by the City of Malden, the total acreage of vacant parcels is 103.01562 which is the equivalent of 4,487,397.  Note that this inventory 
includes parklands.  
 

 
        A park area behind the River's Edge development in Malden. 
       Credit: Suzanne Kreiter/Boston Globe
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Other: Regional Open Space Resources 

Malden residents have access to open space provided by multi-community or regional parks and resources 
that span more than one community, most notably: 

• Pine Banks Park includes 29 acres in Malden and 100 acres in Melrose.  The adjacent Wyoming 
Cemetery in Melrose provides an additional 45 acres of open space easily accessible to Malden 
residents. 

• The Middlesex Fells, a state-owned and protected regional park with 67.5 acres in Malden (according 
to MassGIS), also provides open space on land located in adjacent communities: 190 acres in Melrose, 
930 acres in Stoneham, 954 acres in Medford for a total of 2,074 acres.  These abutting 2,000 acres are 
not included in Malden’s inventory, but are seamlessly available to Malden residents to access.  

 

Park and Open Space Equity 

Map 2 depicts the Environmental Justice (EJ) populations found in Malden based upon Mass GIS data.  The 
map also shows the proximity of the City’s open space and recreational resources.  The EJ populations cover 
the entire City except for two clusters of census blocks. The map depicts census block groups and which EJ 
criteria each one meets. These criteria include a foreign born or minority population that exceeds 25% of the 
total; a population of people in which less than 75% have proficiency in English; and where the population 
falls below 65% of the statewide median household income. Four block groups meet the minority population 
criteria and three meet only the income threshold.  The remaining 20 census block groups meet between two 
and all four of the criteria. Although the overall acreage of park and recreation facilities is relatively small, 
many of the City’s residents have some access to a variety of open space resources.  
 
Given the nature of Malden’s densely developed and populated City streets, the City’s best option is to try to 
identify vacant parcels that can be transformed into pocket parks or small community gardens or open 
spaces.  While population projections indicate a demand for children’s play areas, Malden has made a major 
effort since the last Open Space update to renovate and rehabilitate many of the parks and play areas 
throughout the City to serve its diverse population. 
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Malden’s Open Space Initiatives  

Malden’s key open space initiatives are the recently-completed 3 ½ mile Northern Strand Community Trail 
and the Malden River Walk. This section provides an update of these initiatives. 

 

Credit: Bike to the Sea, Inc. 
Malden Ribbon Cutting December 1, 2012 

 
The Northern Strand Community Trail 
 
The Northern Strand Community Trail (also known as “Bike to the Sea”) is a major open space and recreation 
success for Malden.  This public/private effort created a multi-use path from the former Saugus Branch of the 
Boston & Maine (B&M) Railroad, formerly a privately-owned abandoned railroad corridor. The 3.5 mile 
Malden section of the path will link with other sections in Everett, Revere, Lynn, and Saugus to create a 9 
mile recreational and intermodal commuter trail. The route generally runs in an east-west direction that 
bisects Malden.  This project was completed during the previous seven years’ duration of the last Open Space 
Plan Update. 
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The Northern Strand Community Trail provides other opportunities to enhance open space and recreation: 
 

• Network Connections: The Trail has potential to connect several of Malden’s existing open spaces, 
including the River’s Edge Project, Green Street Park, Malden High School, Kierstead Park, Roosevelt 
Park, Hunting Field, Linden Victory Delta, and Hawkridge Delta.  The Trail also may provide a 
dedicated, community-wide pedestrian and bicycle connection to the Malden Public Library. 

• Community Gardens: Malden’s first community garden began in Fall 2013 with 25 plots. The garden 
is located on Railroad Avenue along the Northern Strand Community Trail between Bryant and 
Faulkner Streets. Today, the garden consists of approximately 50 gardening plots in 50 sq. ft. planting 
beds, a large common perennial border, and areas for people to sit and gather. In 2016, a garden 
board was established to manage the garden, discuss needs, resolve issues, and identify new 
programs. The present garden is fully occupied. The City hopes to expand the existing gardens to 
meet demand. The City is also exploring additional locations along the Northern Strand Community 
Trail to add gardens. 
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Malden River 
 
Access to the Malden River remains a community priority.  The City continues to initiate and partner with 
public and private entities to undertake and/or participate in studies and plans that engage citizens and other 
stakeholders and obtain public input through community forums and surveys.  References to the various 
Malden River-related studies are contained in Chapter 11.   
 

Recent and on-going initiatives that identify the potential of the Malden River 
 

River’s Edge (2005 – present):  The tri-city multi-use, transit oriented waterfront development includes a 
10-acre park open to the public, with over 1/3 mile of river frontage and 1 ½ acres of wetlands. The site 
also includes the Shoemaker Boat House, home of the Tufts University crew teams. 
 
The Urban Land Institute’s Advisory Panel/Transformative Development Initiative (Lower 
Commercial Street, Malden and Everett 2015): An Urban Land Institute (ULI) Technical Assistance Panel 
(TAP) examined how to promote development that would help the current jobs base thrive and improve 
connections to regional infrastructure and adjoining neighborhoods.  In addition, the panel addressed 
how to utilize State, City, business, and nonprofit actors to catalyze private investment. The panel's 
recommendations included the need for a comprehensive economic development and land use plan that 
spans the Commercial Street Corridor. 
 
Malden River Route (2013):  A project of the Malden Board of Health in partnership with Mass in 
Motion/Malden is Moving, this initiative created a brochure and installed signage to trace the historic 
path of the Malden River from the Oak Grove MBTA station, through downtown Malden, to the River’s 
Edge development. The path primarily uses local streets and sidewalks with some off-street pathways. 
 
Plan Downtown Malden Blueprint for Action (2013):  Metropolitan Area Planning Council, in 
conjunction with the City of Malden, Malden Redevelopment Authority, and the Harvard Graduate 
School of Design, developed a comprehensive planning strategy for downtown Malden. The plan 
recommends building off the existing River Route to create additional connections to activity centers, 
with new public art, green spaces, signage, and creative programing to enhance  the route. 
 
Commercial Street Corridor Framework Plan (on-going/ 2017):  Led by the Malden Redevelopment 
Authority, partnering with MassDevelopment, the plan will explore how to promote jobs and economic 
development within the corridor. After the evaluation of current land and building uses, current and 
potential jobs, and improved access to the Malden River, the plan will identify strategies and develop a 
clear implementation plan. This will include both short- and long-term approaches for future 
development and strategies to support a diversified job retention and creation. Possibilities for the 
relocation of the existing public works facility will also be identified. 
 
Malden River Greenway Vision and Master Plan (on-going/2017):  Led by the Mystic River Watershed 
Association, the plan is a partnership among the cities of Everett, Malden and Medford, Bike to the Sea, 
Friends of the Malden River, the Solomon Foundation and others. This project is designed to develop a 
visioning process to improve public access to the river through the development of a waterfront park 
system with connected paths, public amenities and new open spaces.   
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Graphic courtesy of the Malden River Greenway project.  
https://mysticriver.org/maldenrivergreenway 

https://mysticriver.org/maldenrivergreenway
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Friends of the Malden River 
 
This citizens group is committed to reviving the Malden River back to vibrant, civic life. The group was 
initiated in 2012 by community organizations, the former Tri-City Community Action Program, the 
Mystic River Watershed Association, environmental and urban justice advocates and Tufts University's 
interdisciplinary graduate program in Water: System, Science & Society. The group meets monthly to 
hear from local planners, waterfront developers and water quality experts, with the goal to develop a 
vision for the River's future. The Friends has four working groups which focus on water quality, public 
access, outreach and youth involvement.  They seek to: 

• Reconnect the community to the River 
• Reclaim public access and extend existing walking and bike paths 
• Build park areas along the River's banks 
• Improve water quality and riverside habitats 
• Advocate for new public boat launches 
• Attract innovative, fun, locally owned businesses to the River's neighborhood 

 
Mystic River Watershed Association 
 
Founded in 1972, the Mystic River Watershed Association’s (MyRWA) mission is to protect and restore 
the Mystic River, its tributaries and watershed lands for the benefit of present and future generations and 
to celebrate the value, importance and great beauty of these natural resources. MyRWA accomplishes this 
work through both a professional staff and volunteers. MyRWA’s programs include monitoring water 
quality, developing a system of connected greenways throughout the watershed, managing invasive 
plant species, fish monitoring, and other advocacy, planning, and environmental activities. 
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Malden’s Recreation Opportunities  

Photo from Malden Advocate May 5, 2017 
Marie Shea and Bernie Colbert from Malden’s Challenger League accept a $10,000 
donation from Teamsters Local 25 Autism Fund President Sean M. O’Brien (center). 
Ms. Shea is a member of the Open Space and Recreation Plan Update Committee.    

 
 

Malden Recreation Department 

The Malden Recreation Department was re-established in 2012 with the goal to create more inclusive and 
affordable programming and activities for residents of all ages. In the past few years, the Department has 
developed into a hub of activity supporting a healthy, active lifestyle while promoting community 
engagement through athletics. One goal of the program is to create safe spaces for youth to play while 
offering affordable options for families of all income levels. Some of the programs include tennis, basketball, 
youth and adult softball, adult soccer, track, Pickleball, field hockey, volleyball, gymnastics, wrestling, tai chi 
aerobics, and rowing. 
 
The Program Coordinator oversees the development, management, and day to day operations of the 
Department as well as Macdonald Stadium and all the public parks. The management of the parks includes 
scheduling, the issuance of permits and working with the Director of Public Works on any renovations and 
improvements. The City has implemented the use of MyRec.com to facilitate the scheduling and issuance of 
permits to organizations and residents. This software allows for the public to view, in a calendar format, 
which fields have been reserved. 
 

Organized Sports Programs for Malden Youth 

The City of Malden offers a wide variety of organized sports programs. These programs are heavy-users of 
Malden’s indoor and outdoor recreational facilities.  As these programs grow and new programs are 
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introduced, there is even greater demand placed on Malden’s facilities and therefore, the need to 
continuously improve the existing facilities and plan for new facilities.  
 
Tartikoff Skate Park: 
This park was recently renovated and has been a very popular spot for skaters. Most afternoons and evenings 
in the spring, summer and fall you will find residents taking advantage of the skate park. 
  
Malden Youth Baseball: 
There are currently 300+ kids enrolled in this program and the ages range from 5 to 13 years old. Malden 
Youth Baseball currently uses the following parks:  
Bruce Field at Devir Park, Trafton Park, Kierstead Park, Forestdale Park, MacArther (Green Street) Park, and 
Lincoln Commons. Fields are used seven days per week/ 4 hours per day on the weekdays and 10 hours per 
day on the weekends 
  
Malden Youth Hockey: 
The Malden Youth Hockey program has 100 participants. The program has merged with the 70-participant 
East Boston program, through the Hockey East/Hockey America Program.  
  
Malden Youth Lacrosse: 
There are currently 120 participants in the Malden Youth Lacrosse program. This number is increasing every 
year. The Youth Lacrosse program currently uses the following parks:  
Malden Catholic field for 10 hours per week; Howard Rotondi Field for 3 hours on Saturdays; Macdonald 
Stadium for 3 hours on the weekdays and MVRCS field during the week. The season for this program begins 
in April and runs through the beginning of July.  
  
Malden Youth Soccer: 
In 2016, there were 801 participants in the Malden Youth Soccer program, ages 4 to high school. This program 
uses multiple parks in the spring, summer and fall season. Some of these parks include Amerige, Devir, 
Howard, Linden, Roosevelt, Maplewood, and Pine Banks.  
 
Malden Babe Ruth Baseball:  
There are currently 250 participants in the Malden Babe Ruth Baseball Program. The ages are 13-15 years old. 
There are two older teams of 16-18 year olds. The Babe Ruth Program is currently using Maplewood Park, 
Howard Rotondi Field, and Pine Banks Fields 1 and 2. The program generally runs from March through 
August.  
  
Basketball: 
Malden has multiple organizations offering basketball throughout the year. These programs include the Al 
Locke Basketball League, Malden Neighborhood Basketball League, Malden Boys Travel Team, Malden 
Youth Basketball, as well as, AAU programs and private training. These programs range from 70-80 
participants per season (Malden Youth Basketball being the only one that ranges between 130-150 
participants per season). These programs currently use the gymnasiums at the Linden School, Salemwood 
School, Forestdale School, Beebe School, Ferryway School and Malden High School.  
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District 12 Challenger Division Little League: 
There are currently 60 players enrolled in the challenger program. The challenger program is for children and 
adults with physical and/or mental disabilities. The league currently plays at Forestdale Park, which is 
handicapped accessible.  Buddies help the players with all aspects of the game from fielding to hitting the 
ball.  
  
Malden Girl’s Youth Softball: 
There are currently 175 participants in the Malden Girl’s Youth Softball Program. The program currently uses 
Callahan Park, Roosevelt Field, and Pine Banks for practices and games. Use of the parks varies season by 
season depending on the schedule created with neighboring cities. The parks are used starting April 1st 
through the end of July.  
  
Malden Pop Warner Cheerleading:  
This program uses the gymnasiums at the Salemwood School four days per week/ 3 hours per day from 
September through November.  
  
Malden Pop Warner Football: 
There are currently 300+ participants in this program ranging in age from 5 to 15 years old. The program uses 
the following parks:  

• Pine Banks: August 1 through the first week of September (15 hours per week). 
• Linden-Hunting Field and Maplewood Park: September through the end of November (3 days per 

week/3 hours per day). 
• Macdonald Stadium: For home games on four Sundays at 12 hours per game. The program rents 

gymnasium facilities throughout the City for off-season camps and conditioning programs. 
 
 

Review of Field Usage by Permits Issued 

Field usage of city-owned parks was reviewed by the Committee.  Permit data was provided to the 
Committee by the Malden Recreation Department.  
 
For the 2016-2017 Fall-Spring seasons, a grand total of 12,192.65 hours were permitted (3,734.97 hours in the 
Spring and 8,457.68 hours in the Fall).  The greatest users were: 
 

Organization  Hours % of Grand Total  

Malden Youth Baseball  3,669.47 30% 

Malden High School  2,629.48 21% 

Malden Youth Soccer 2,167.48 18% 

Total 8,466.43 69% 

 
Field usage of the two city-owned multi-use/multi-turf fields located at Howard Park and Macdonald 
Stadium was also reviewed by the Committee.  
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Permits Issued for Howard Park (Fall 2016) 
 
 

 
Permits issued for Macdonald Stadium (Fall 2016) 

 
Permits Issued for Howard Park (Spring 2017)  

Organization % Total Hours Scheduled (675) 

Malden Catholic High School 50% 
Malden Babe Ruth Baseball 28% 
Mystic Valley Regional Charter School 15% 
Malden Youth Lacrosse 5%  
Malden High School 2% 

 
Permits Issued for Macdonald Stadium (Spring 2017) 

Organization % Total Hours Scheduled (567) 

Malden High School 57% 
Non-Malden Organizations (3) 22% 
Malden Youth Soccer 14% 
Malden Youth Lacrosse 6% 
Malden Recreation Dept. 1% 

  

Organization % Total Hours Scheduled (614) 
Malden High School     65%  
Malden Youth Soccer 28% 
Malden Babe Ruth Baseball 5% 
Malden Catholic High School 1% 
Non-Malden Organization (1)  1% 

Organization % Total Hours Scheduled (443) 
Malden High School     54%  
Non-Malden Organizations (2)  31% 
 Malden Pop Warner Football   10% 
Malden Recreation Dept.       5% 
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Future Opportunities for New Open Space and Recreation 
Resources 

Since 2010, the City has engaged in several initiatives regarding potential opportunities for new open space 
and recreation resources.  For any privately-owned land that becomes available for sale, the City will review 
and consider for open space opportunities.  The private redevelopment of any property in the City may yield 
opportunities to provide new passive open space and active recreation facilities for use by the owner-
occupants and with potential public access for the community at large. 
 
Community Preservation Act 
 
Malden voters approved the adoption of the Community Preservation Act (CPA) by ballot question in 2015.  
CPA funding may be used for the acquisition, creation and preservation of open space in Malden. 
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6 
Community Vision 

Malden Open Space Vision Statement 
 
Malden will provide a network of well-maintained open spaces available and accessible to all ages and 
interests.  Malden will continue to identify, protect, improve, and connect its open space and recreational 
resources. 

Credit: Paul Hammersley/City of Malden 
Coytemore Lea Park including Universal Access Playground 
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Description of the Process 

The Malden Open Space Vision and associated goals were developed after reviewing previous plans and 
studies, discussions with City and Malden Redevelopment Authority staff, the community outreach activities 
noted in Chapter 2, Planning Process and Public Participation, and review by the Open Space Committee.   

 
More details about the survey, survey findings, a Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) 
Analysis, and public comments obtained during the forums are available in Appendix A, page 115-162. 

 
The community outreach activities include the survey and the two public forums. Information about the 
survey and the public forums was translated and distributed by newspaper articles, the City website, social 
media and postings at City offices. 
 

Open Space and Recreation Goals 

The following are the City’s long-term goals for the next seven years as to open space and recreation: 
 

Goal 1:   
Increase awareness, outreach and education to the community about parks and recreation resources. 
 
Goal 2:   
Develop comprehensive maintenance and management policies and plans to protect open space and 
recreational facilities. 
 
Goal 3:  
Increase recreational resources opportunities to provide a full range of access to all needs and all age 
groups and diverse population.  
 
Goal 4:   
Acquire/protect open space.   
 
Goal 5:   
Enhance and identify new opportunities for multimodal trail network. 
 
Goal 6:   
Continue to develop the Malden River as new open space. 
 
Goal 7:   
Increase opportunities for community gardening and urban agriculture.   
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7 
Needs Analysis 

The purpose of this chapter is to examine what is needed to achieve Malden’s open space and recreation 
goals.  There are three general categories of needs this Plan is required to address:  Resource Protection, 
which focuses on environmental issues, trail networks, riverways; Community Needs, which addresses issues 
raised by the demographic analysis, and through the survey and public forums; and Management Needs, 
which concerns staffing and the desire for facility management plans. 

 
 

Summary of Resource Protection Needs 

The resource protection needs of Malden are currently focused on 
expanding the opportunities identified for the Malden River.  The 
River’s Edge Project, involving the southwestern corner of Malden, 
Medford and Everett unlocked the potential for public access to the 
Malden River.  Several studies and initiatives, previously discussed in 
this Plan, have been done or are underway to continue to develop this 
resource.  In addition to public access, clean-up of adjacent lands and 
native plantings will help restore the health of the river. 
 
There is potential for additional open space as housing is developed in 
the final phase of Overlook Ridge, at the former Rowe's Quarry, in 
Malden and Revere. 
 
The vacant parcels owned by the City of Malden represent another 
type of resource protection.  These parcels need to be inventoried and 
analyzed to see which ones could either be added to existing, nearby 
open space, or become new open space for the City.  An analysis 
highlighted groupings of these parcels for priority consideration.  
Smaller, individual parcels also have potential, depending on location, 
to become tot lots, community gardens, or passive sitting areas. These 
may also be considered for shared opportunities between open space and 
development uses.  Malden is fortunate to have attractive views of 

Photo credit Brynmore Williams 
Great Blue Heron flying over the Malden 
River 
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downtown Boston and surrounding areas.  The potential to include additional viewing spots could also be 
explored.    

 

Summary of Community Needs 

As part of this planning process, the Open Space Committee developed a survey and hosted two community 
forums.  Many Malden residents participated in these activities and provided input regarding Malden’s open 
space and recreational resources.  This section summarizes key survey findings and highlights from the 
Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) exercise conducted during the first community 
forum. 
 
 

Malden Open Space Survey: Highlights of Results 

The Survey questions asked:  Are there enough facilities for children? Is the quality satisfactory for children? 
Is the overall condition and maintenance satisfactory for children?  What about for adults? 
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The Survey question asked: Choose up to 5 open space and recreation features that you’d like to see. 
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The Survey questions asked: Should we acquire more land for playgrounds, athletic fields? 
 

Playgrounds 

 
Athletic Fields 
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The Survey question asked: Should open space be included in the City’s spending plan? 

 
The Survey question asked: I would use Malden’s open spaces if I knew more about them. 
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Youth 
Analyzing the survey data in more detail, of the 486 people who answered the question about the ages of 
persons in their household (Question # 1) 26% of responding households included youths aged 11 – 13, and 
23% included youths aged 14 – 19.  Some households included youths in both age ranges.  Total households 
with these age ranges were 237.  There was no specific question asked concerning youth, but a brief analysis 
of answers shows that approximately 65% of respondents did not think there were enough facilities for 
“children.” 
 
Malden has spent over $20 million to upgrade recreation facilities, including many playing fields suitable for 
this age range.  This includes artificial turf at Macdonald Stadium, upgraded fields, etc. as summarized in the 
Recent and Current Projects on Page 19. In addition, Malden hosts a large variety of organized sports 
programs, many providing opportunities for teens/youth, such as Youth Baseball, Hockey, Lacrosse and 
Soccer. (See listing on Page 82) 
 
Survey and public forum comments did not specifically mention this age group as lacking resources. Almost 
60% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that Malden should acquire more land for athletic fields; 
presumably youths would be a target group that would benefit from any additional athletic fields. 
 
Seniors 
Malden’s senior population is expected to increase significantly between 2010 and 2030 according to MAPC 
population projections. The projections indicate an increase of 56% in the 60-69 age group and a 79% increase 
in the ages 70-79. Reviewing the survey data, the responses for the 65 survey respondents ages 65 or older 
tracks with the percentages shown on Page 91 of all respondents who do not think there are enough facilities 
for adults, and believe the quality and maintenance are not satisfactory.   
 
A majority of seniors ranked Malden River walkway as the top open space/recreation features they would 
like to have, along with separated trails and community gardens.  Among the suggestions from this age 
group:  “Indoor recreation areas for the elderly, especially for winter months;” and “we could use a historic 
trail.” 
 
Specific questions were not asked of this age cohort, but it will be very important to ensure accessible trails 
and comfort facilities to accommodate this group.  It would be helpful to coordinate with the Council on 
Aging to help determine how best to meet the needs of senior residents. 
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First Community Forum (March 9, 2017): See Appendix A for 
Highlights of Results: Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 
and Threats Exercise 

Credit: Brian DeLacey 
Participants at the First Community Forum 
Mr. DeLacey is also a member of the Open Space and Recreation Plan Update Committee 

 
Second Community Forum (May 3, 2017): See Appendix A for Highlights of Group Discussions 
         

Credit: Brian DeLacey 
DPW Director Bob Knox answers questions at the Second Community Forum.  
Mr. Knox is a member of the Open Space and Recreation Plan Update Committee.  
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Summary of the Management Needs 

Management needs for existing open space and recreational facilities were discussed by the Open Space 
Committee and described as a community priority in both the public forums and the survey.  Management 
needs identified include: 

 
• Increase maintenance of the parks and recreation fields.  
• Enhance maintenance schedule and identify need for trash receptacles for the parks.  
• Support and improve Malden's Recreation Department system currently used to manage 

scheduling of public parks for sports programs, public and private.  
• Coordinate city, state, land owners, private developers and non-profit and volunteer groups 

regarding improvements to the Malden River. 
• Inform public of Conservation Commission work with the City engineering staff. 
• Coordinate city and volunteer ("friends") groups with state Department of Conservation and 

Recreation to secure adequate funding for maintenance and repairs of the Middlesex Fells, the 
largest amount of permanently protected open space. 

 
 

 

SCORP  

Photo credit: Beals and Thomas 
 
The Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) is the state’s equivalent of a municipal 
open space plan. SCORP plans are developed by individual states in order to be eligible for federal Land and 
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) grants. In 2012, the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
completed the Massachusetts SCORP to help guide the distribution of federal funding to state agencies and 
municipalities for the acquisition of open space, renovation of parks, and development of new parks. The 
SCORP is a planning document that discusses the available recreational resources in a state, as well as its 
needs, and identifies the gaps between the two.  
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The goals identified by the Massachusetts SCORP and the ways that Malden's Open Space and Recreation 
Plan aims to address them are shown in the following table:   

 

SCORP Goal Relation to Goals of Malden OSR Plan 

• Increase the availability of all types of trails 
for recreation 

Enhance Northern Strand Community 
Trail and identify new opportunities for a 
multimodal trail network.  

• Increase the availability of water-based 
recreation 

Develop the Malden River as new open 
space. 

• Invest in recreation and conservation areas 
that are close to home for short visits 

Continue to upgrade/maintain 
neighborhood parks.  

• Invest in racially, economically, and age 
diverse neighborhoods given their projected 
increase in participation in outdoor 
recreation 

Ensure equal provision of open space 
resources, including universal access, 
programs for seniors, and outreach to 
justice populations. 

Credit: Bike to the Sea, Inc. 
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8 
Goals and Objectives 

For Malden’s open space and recreation plan update, the goals describe and prioritize six focus areas for the 
next seven years.  As funding opportunities are identified, or the City updates its capital spending plan, or 
seeks mitigation for the impacts of development, these goals can guide decisions and ensure that the 
community’s priorities for open space are being addressed.  Specific action items were developed for each 
goal. These goals incorporate the previously-described input received during the preparation of the plan 
update.  

GOAL 1:  Increase awareness, outreach and education to the community about parks and 
recreation resources. 

• Public outreach and education about parks and recreation resources through social media and 
written materials. 

• Create and facilitate programming throughout the City’s open spaces.  
• Partner with community groups to incorporate awareness of Malden’s open spaces.  
• Establish a Citizens’ Open Space & Recreation Facilities Advisory Committee. 

GOAL 2:  Develop comprehensive maintenance and management policies and plans to protect 
open space and recreational facilities. 

 
• Create a comprehensive maintenance policy to protect open space. 
• Create a comprehensive maintenance plan for recreational facilities. 
• Work with Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) and neighboring communities on 

programming, operation, and maintenance of the Middlesex Fells. 
• Implement a litter mitigation strategy in open spaces city-wide. 
• Install streetscape improvements to enhance the open space value of City streets and squares for 

passive use. 
• Continue street tree program. 
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GOAL 3: Increase recreational resources and opportunities to provide a full range of access to all 
needs and all age groups and diverse population.  

• Plan, improve and oversee use of the City's open space and recreation assets in an open and 
inclusive manner that seeks to meet the needs of Malden's diverse population. 

• Construct more fields: 
 Soccer fields 
 Multi-use fields 

• Improve City's field scheduling system and process. 
• Improve and increase access to existing recreational facilities. 
• Improve and increase utilization of recreational facilities. 
• Maximize the use of multi-use fields. 
• Encourage increased usage during evenings, nights, and early mornings. 
• Create and maintain entertainment plaza(s) for community arts and social activities throughout 

the City. 
• Design facilities to serve the disabled, special needs, and elderly populations of Malden; remove 

barriers that prevent access to and use of existing parks. 
• Any agreement for use of city-owned open or recreational assets will ensure that the use of the 

general public and environmental justice communities has been equitably treated.   
• Maintain and make available the City's open space and recreation assets for use in a manner that 

serves Malden's diverse population.  
• Require organizations which use the City's facilities to provide information regarding the 

number of participants who are Malden residents, and actions the organization takes to promote 
diversity of participation, including fee waivers for low and moderate income participants.  

• Require all users of the City's open space and recreational facilities to execute a statement that 
they do not discriminate. 

• Generate annual reports on seasonal users of the City's facilities. 
• Develop and maintain a Recreational Facilities Master Plan: 

o Inventory number of facilities 
o Assess needs and determine demand through community survey and other public outreach 

• Install signage for handicapped parking at all parks and recreation facilities. 

GOAL 4: Acquire/protect open space. 

• Inventory all city-owned vacant land and identify parcels that may be designated for 
conservation and protected open space. 

• Inventory all vacant land owned by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and identify parcels 
that may be designated for conservation and protected open space. 

• For any privately-owned land that becomes available for sale, the City should review for new 
open space opportunities. 

• For any privately-owned land that is already used for open space/recreational facility and that 
becomes available for sale, the City should review to maintain open space/recreational use. 
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• Pursue acquisition of other sites for open space and recreation development where available and 
appropriate. 

• Maintain an inventory of existing open space. 
• Acquire, design and maintain hill top park sites to preserve scenic views.   
• Incorporate Malden’s cultural and historic resources, including the city-owned cemeteries, in the 

open space system as feasible 
 
GOAL 5: Enhance and identify new opportunities for a multimodal trail network 

  
• Improve and enhance Northern Strand Community Trail. 
• Enhance existing and develop new walking routes to Malden River. 
• Provide safe and secure pedestrian and bicycle connections to major open space and recreation 

opportunities, transit, and Malden’s schools.  
• Facilitate access to parks through pedestrian and bicycle improvements, and thereby assist in the 

rehabilitation of neighborhoods and the downtown.  
• Use traffic calming to improve the safety of city streets and integrate streets into the public open 

space system. 
• Use the open space system to help tie the City together. Develop physical connections of open 

spaces and promote events that attract residents from various neighborhoods city-wide. 
 

GOAL 6: Continue to develop Malden River as new open space. 
 

• Work with local environmental groups to maintain and protect the Malden River area.  
• Encourage public use of the Malden River area through public awareness and education efforts. 
• Develop a comprehensive strategy to address the environmental, maintenance, and 

programming needs of the Malden River area. 
• Expand public access and provide for improved open space in the Malden River area through 

enhanced development requirements: 
• Create new City development standards in zoning and other ordinances, including setbacks and 

open space, for parcels located along the river. 
• Leverage the State’s Chapter 91 process s to enhance public access through new easements and 

the creation of pathways. 

GOAL 7: Increase opportunities for community gardening and urban agriculture. 

• Maintain a city-wide plan to provide resources and availability of community gardening to 
residents.  

• Expand open space available for community gardening.  
• Facilitate exchange of community gardening knowledge between residents and community 

groups with expertise in this area.  
 

 
 



   
 

101 of 198  

9 
Seven Year Action Plan 

Introduction 

The Seven Year Action Plan is designed to implement Malden’s Open Space and Recreation Plan.  The Action 
Plan directly addresses the aspirations and insufficiencies identified in the Needs analysis.  The plan elements 
are based on information gathered from the city-wide survey and public forums, and the collective 
knowledge and experiences of the Open Space committee. 

 
The Action Plan coordinates existing open space resources identified in the Inventory, Chapter 5; the needs 
and desires of the residents, as outlined in Chapter 7, and the goals and objectives described in Chapter 8.   

 
Priority Action Items are identified for each goal in the following table: 
 

 

Table 9-1 
Seven-Year Action Plan 

Goal/Action Item Who Potential Funding 
Sources  

Timeframe 

Goal #1: Increase public awareness, outreach and education to community about parks and recreation 
resources. 
1.1 Engage those who attended the two 
forums through newsletters/ emails. They 
would become stakeholders. 

City of Malden thru 
website; sports leagues  

City operating 
funds/other 

Ongoing 

1.2 Create an electronic newsletter and a 
website.  Put location map of open spaces on 
the web.  

City Administration: 
(On-line 
Communications and 
GIS) 

City funds/other Short-term 

1.3 Develop satellite locations for information 
about the City’s open space and recreation.  

City Administration: 
(Recreation Department, 
On-Line 
Communications)  

City funds/other Short-term 
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Table 9-1 
Seven-Year Action Plan 

Goal/Action Item Who Potential Funding 
Sources  

Timeframe 

1.4 Develop informational signage, create 
uniform regulatory signage and wayfinding 
signage for parks and open space. 

City Administration: 
(Recreation Department); 
Walkability Committee 
and Volunteers 

City funds/other Mid-term 

1.5 Hold a “pop up” event to 
promote/showcase open space.  

Open Space & Recreation 
Facilities Advisory 
Committee and 
Volunteers 

City funds; 
volunteer 

Short-term 

1.6 Work with “Friends of” park groups on 
outreach and programming. 

Open Space & Recreation 
Facilities Advisory 
Committee and 
Volunteers; City Council 
Engagement Committee 

N/A Mid-term 

1.7 Establish a Citizens’ Open Space & 
Recreation Facilities Advisory Committee. 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office and City 
Council Ordinance 
Committee) 

N/A Short-term 

Goal #2: Create comprehensive maintenance and management policies to protect open space.  
2.1 Create and implement a comprehensive 
plan for maintenance, repair, and acquisition 
and/or construction of adequate playing field 
capacity for the City. 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council, Recreation 
Department);  Malden 
Redevelopment 
Authority (MRA) 

City funds/other Mid-term 

2.2 Research a carry-in/carry-out program for 
the parks in regards to trash. 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, 
Department of Public 
Works (DPW)) 

City funds/other Short-term 

2.3 Purchase Bigbelly barrels or install barrels 
that have permanently attached lids with 
small openings. 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council, DPW) 

City funds/ 
sponsorship 
signs 

Short-term 

2.4 Expand volunteer clean-up efforts to keep 
Malden’s parks and open spaces clean.  

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council) Community 
Groups and Volunteers; 
City Council Citizen 
Engagement Committee 

Volunteer Short-term 

Goal #3:  Increase recreational resources and opportunities to provide a full range of access to all needs 
and age groups and diverse population.  
3.1 Plan, improve and oversee use of the 
City's open space and recreation assets in an 
open and inclusive manner that seeks to meet 
the needs of Malden's diverse population. 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council, Recreation 
Department) 

N/A Ongoing 
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Table 9-1 
Seven-Year Action Plan 

Goal/Action Item Who Potential Funding 
Sources  

Timeframe 

3.2 Construct more fields:  
a.   Soccer fields 
b.   Multi-use fields  

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council, Recreation 
Department);  MRA 

City funds/other Long-term 

3.3 Improve and optimize utilization by 
conducting an analysis of permitting 
practices. 

Recreation Department, 
Volunteers 

City funds/other Short-term 

3.4 Improve City's field scheduling system 
and process. 

Recreation Department N/A Ongoing 

3.5 Improve and increase access to existing 
recreational facilities. 

Recreation Department, 
Open Space Advisory 
Committee 

N/A Ongoing 

3.6 Improve and increase utilization of 
recreational facilities. 

Recreation Department, 
Open Space Advisory 
Committee 

N/A Ongoing 

3.7 Maximize the use of multi-use fields. Recreation Department N/A Short-term 
3.8 Encourage increased usage during 
evenings, nights, early mornings. 

Recreation Department 
 

City funds/other Ongoing 
 

3.9 Create and maintain entertainment 
plaza(s) for community, arts and social 
activities throughout the City. 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council);  MRA 

City funds/other Long-term 

3.10 Design facilities to serve the disabled, 
special needs, and elderly populations of 
Malden; remove barriers that prevent access 
to and use of existing parks. 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council);  MRA  

City funds/other Long-term 

3.11 Any agreement for use of city-owned 
open or recreational assets will ensure the use 
of the general public and environmental 
justice communities has been equitably 
treated.    

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council, Recreation 
Department);  MRA 

N/A Ongoing 

3.12 Maintain and make available the City's 
open space and recreation assets for use in a 
manner that serves Malden's diverse 
population.   

 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council, Recreation 
Department);  MRA  

N/A Ongoing 

3.13 Require organizations which use the 
City's facilities to provide information 
regarding the number of participants who are 
Malden residents, and actions the 
organization takes to promote diversity of 
participation, including fee waivers for low 
and moderate income participants.  

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council, Recreation 
Department). 

N/A Short-term 
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Table 9-1 
Seven-Year Action Plan 

Goal/Action Item Who Potential Funding 
Sources  

Timeframe 

3.14 Require all users of the City's open space 
and recreational facilities to execute a 
statement that they do not discriminate. 

 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council, Recreation 
Department).  

N/A Short-term 

3.15 Generate annual reports on seasonal 
users of the City's facilities. 

Recreation Department N/A Short-term 

3.16 Develop and maintain a Recreational 
Facilities Master Plan: 
a)  Inventory number of facilities. 
b) Assess needs and determine demand 
through community survey and other public 
outreach. 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, 
Recreation Department, 
DPW)  

N/A Long-term 

3.16 Install signage for handicapped parking 
at all parks and recreation facilities. 

City Administration: 
(DPW); Traffic 
Commission  

City funds/other Short-term 

Goal #4: Acquire/protect open space. 
4.1. Inventory all city-owned vacant land and 
identify parcels that may be designated for 
conservation and protected open space. 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, 
Permits, Inspections & 
Planning); Open Space 
Advisory Committee 

N/A Ongoing 

4.2. For any privately-owned land that 
becomes available for sale, the City should 
review for open space opportunities. 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council) 

N/A Ongoing 

4.3 Encourage permitting boards to 
incorporate open space in project review and 
mitigation efforts. 

City Administration: 
(Planning Board, Board 
of Appeal, Permits, 
Inspections & 
Planning); Site Plan 
Review 

N/A Ongoing 

Goal #5: Enhance and identify new opportunities for multimodal trail network. 
5.1. Improve Northern Strand Community 
Trail. 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council); Community 
Groups and Volunteers  

City funds/other Mid-term 

5.2. Enhance existing and develop new 
walking routes to Malden River. 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council); Community 
Groups, Mass in Motion 
Program and 
Volunteers 

City funds/other Mid-term 
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Table 9-1 
Seven-Year Action Plan 

Goal/Action Item Who Potential Funding 
Sources  

Timeframe 

5.3. Encourage walking and hiking for 
transportation and fitness. 

City Administration: 
(Recreation 
Department, Board of 
Health, School 
Department); 
Community Groups; 
Mass in Motion 
Program  

City funds/other Ongoing 

Goal #6: Continue to develop the Malden River as new open space. 
6.1. Collaborate with local environmental 
groups to monitor water quality of the 
Malden River. 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council)  

City funds/other Ongoing 

6.2. Develop plan to conserve natural areas 
while encouraging public use. 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council); Open Space 
Advisory Committee 

City funds/other Mid-term 

6.3. Facilitate creation of “Friends of Malden 
River” group to assist in maintenance and 
conservation. 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council); Open Space 
Advisory Committee 

Volunteer Short-term 

Expand public access and provide for 
improved open space in Malden River area 
through enhanced development 
requirements.  
a) Create new City development standards in 
zoning and other ordinances, including 
setbacks and open space, for parcels located 
along the river. 
b) Leverage the State’s Chapter 91 process s to 
enhance public access through new easements 
and the creation of pathways. 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council, Planning 
Board, Board of 
Appeal); MRA 

City funds/other Long-term 

Goal #7:  Increase opportunities for community gardening and urban agriculture. 
7.1: Inventory all community gardens, in the 
City, public and privately-owned. 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council); Community 
Groups, and Mass in 
Motion Program. 

Volunteers Short-term 

7.2: Assess suitability of municipally-owned 
parcels for food production; and prioritize 
these for establishing or expanding 
community gardens and urban agriculture 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council, Board of 
Health); Community 
Groups, and Mass in 
Motion Program. 

NA Short-term 
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Table 9-1 
Seven-Year Action Plan 

Goal/Action Item Who Potential Funding 
Sources  

Timeframe 

7.3: Partner with Malden community groups 
to develop a strategy for establishing and 
expanding community gardens and urban 
agriculture 

City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council, Board of 
Health); Community 
Groups, Volunteers and 
Mass in Motion 
Program. 

City funds/other Mid-term 

7.4 Ensure gardens are accessible to all City Administration: 
(Mayor’s Office, City 
Council); Community 
Groups, Volunteers and 
Mass in Motion 
Program. 

City funds/other Ongoing 

 
*Goal 7 and associated recommended actions are aligned with the Massachusetts Local Food Action Plan. Specific 
references are: Action 3.2.8; Recommendation 3.16; and Action 3.16.1 
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The following map depicts the Action Plan. (For larger map, see Appendix A.) 
 



   
 

108 of 198  

10 
Letters of Approval 

1. Gary Christenson, Mayor 

2. City of Malden Planning Board 

3. Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC) 

  



   
 

109 of 198  

 



   
 

110 of 198  

 



   
 

111 of 198  

 
January 26, 2018 
 
Deborah A. Burke, Executive Director 
Malden Redevelopment Authority 
17 Pleasant Street  
P.O. Box 278 
Malden, MA 02148 
 
 
Dear Ms. Burke: 
 
This letter will serve as MAPC’s review of the City of Malden 2017 Open Space and Recreation Plan.  
MAPC enjoyed working with the City of Malden to develop this plan.  It was written to comply with 
the Division of Conservation Services (DCS) guidelines and to integrate a regional perspective on the 
issues addressed during the planning process.  We have also worked to make the plan consistent with 
the goals and objectives of MetroFuture, the regional policy plan for the Boston metropolitan area.  
We believe that the participation of City staff, the enhanced outreach conducted during the 
preparation of the plan, and MAPC’s regional perspective have generated a plan that will help to 
guide the City in its continued efforts to improve open space and recreation opportunities and 
facilities in Malden. 
 
MAPC wishes you the best of luck as you move forward with implementation of the plan. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Marc D. Draisen 
Executive Director 
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11 
References 

References 

 
The City continues to initiate and partner with public and private entities to undertake and/or participate in a myriad of 
studies and plans that have engaged citizens and other stakeholders and obtained public input through community 
forums, surveys and ballot questions.  These studies and plans provide recommendations, identify new opportunities and 
support existing goals regarding various types and aspects of open space throughout the City. 

 
Commercial Street Corridor Study (on-going/ 2017) Mass Development 

 
Complete Streets Prioritization Plan (2017) http://cityofmalden.org 

 
Growth Management Study (2017) Community Opportunities Group 

 
Moratorium Land Use Survey (2017) Malden City Council 

 
Urban Land Institute Advisory Panel (2015)  

 
Metro North Land Use Priority Plan (2014) EOEEA and MAPC 

 
Northern Strand Trail Communities Bicycle and Pedestrian Network Plan (2013) MAPC 

 
Making Malden Walkable (2013) Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Walkability 

 
Malden River Route (2013) Malden Board of Health, Mass in Motion/Malden is moving  

 
Lower Mystic River Potential Walking Routes Malden (2011) MAPC 

 
Malden Master Plan (2010) Malden Planning Board and MAPC 

 
Malden Vision (2008) Malden Planning Board and MAPC 

 
Malden River Greenway Vision and Master Plan (ongoing/2017) Mystic River Watershed Association 

 

http://cityofmalden.org/
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Safe Routes to School (on-going/since 2012) WalkBoston  
 

City Election Binding Ballot Question re: Community Preservation Act (2015) 
 

City Election Non-binding Ballot Question re: open space at Malden Hospital (2015) 
 

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection [Online] 
http://www.mass.gov/dep/ 
 
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program [Online] 
www.state.ma.us/dfwele  
 
Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, March 2008 Open Space Planner’s 
Workbook, Boston, MA 
 
Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA) [Online] 
http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=eoeeahomepage&L=1&L0=Home&sid=Eoeea  
 
Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program [Online] 
http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/nhesp.htm  
 
Massachusetts Office of Geographic Information Systems (MassGIS) [Online] http://www.state.ma.us/mgis   
 
Massachusetts Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, Division of Conservation Services, 2012. 
 
Metropolitan Area Planning Council, MetroFuture, June 2009 
 
Metropolitan Area Planning Council, The Lower Mystic River Corridor Strategy: Working Together to Achieve the Full 
Potential of the Lower Mystic, June 2009. 
 
United States Census [Online] http://www.census.gov 
 
Wellbeing of Malden Report (2015), Cambridge Health Alliance & Institute for Community Health 

 

 
 
  

http://www.census.gov/
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          Appendix A 

              

DOCUMENTS AND MATERIALS 

2017 Malden Open Space and Recreation Plan Survey 

First Community Forum Results (March 9, 2017) 

• Highlights of Results: Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (“SWOT”) 
Exercise 

Second Community Forum (May 3, 2017) 

Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Self-Evaluation and Transition Plan 

• Cover Letter; Maria Luise, ADA Compliance Officer 
• Mayor’s Letter designating the ADA Compliance Officer 
• Public Notification that Malden does not Discriminate 
• Grievance Procedures 
• The ADA checklist and Self-Evaluations of each park 
• ADA Compliance Officer’s Statement about employment practices 
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2017 Malden Open Space and Recreation Plan Survey 
 
Q1. The ages of people in our household are: [Please choose all that apply.] 

Answered: 487 Skipped: 5 
 

 
 
Q2. I/We live in Ward [Ward 1 through Ward 8] (Ward Map at 
http://www.cityofmalden.org/sites/default/files/ward_map_2010_2012.pdf) 
 Answered: 452 Skipped: 39 
 

 
 
Q3. Are you/your family satisfied with Malden’s recreational opportunities? [Please choose all that apply] 
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 Answered: 483 Skipped: 8 

Q4: I/we currently use/enjoy these park/recreation areas: See map [Please choose all that apply] 
 Answered: 481 Skipped: 10 
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Q4 continued on next page 
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Q5: Choose up to five (5) open space/recreation features you would like to have, or have more of in 
Malden: Answer: 491 Skipped: 0 
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Q6: Because you chose ‘Athletic Fields’ in the previous question, choose the types of Athletic 
Fields you would like to have or have more of. 
 Answered: 207 Skipped: 284 
 

 
 
Q7: Please choose what you/your family think(s) about these statements. 
 Answered: 453 Skipped: 38 
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Q8: Would you be willing to pay extra taxes or make a contribution for open space 
acquisitions/improvements? 

Answered: 421 Skipped: 70 
 

 
 
Q9: What amenities would you like to see along the Bike to the Sea Northern Community Trail? 
  Answered: 254 Skipped: 237 
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Q10. What amenities would you like to see in our park and recreation areas? 
 Answered: 275 Skipped: 216 
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Q11: What amenities would you like to see along the Malden River? 
 Answered: 231 Skipped: 260 
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Q13: Other Comments 
Answered: 113 Skipped: 378 
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First Community Forum (March 9, 2017) 

Highlights of Results: Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (“SWOT”) Exercise 

Strengths Community Garden (we need more), parks, fields, Bike Trail, Pine Banks, The Fells, Waitts 
Mount Park, Callahan Park, parks are welcoming, parks are well-distributed, the number of 
sports fields, recreational space is well maintained, lots of opportunity for green space, 
Community Preservation Act passed, community interest in recreation and open space, we 
have a great committed and diverse population, the restaurant meals tax benefits (Waitts 
Mount, South Broadway, the Stadium), community leaders support open space, the 
community groups/organizations/ youth sports. 

Weaknesses The need for a Parks & Recreation Department to manage the resources; MVCS uses park 
and residents can't (Trafton Park); Howard Park is locked; pedestrian safety getting to 
MacDonald Stadium and Callahan Park and from MBTA station to MacDonald Stadium, 
over Rte. 60; opportunities to purchase/reclaim land;  lack of green space; the condition of 
sports fields (drainage); cleanliness of open spaces; steep staircases on Waitt’s Mount; need 
for a dog park like the Melrose dog park; wooded trails; more playgrounds for ages 0 – 5; 
rubberized floor for splash pad; more lighting so field practices can take place at night; 
zoning ordinance change to force buildings to be shorter; the growing population and lack 
of space; need a tree warden recreational opportunities for less affluent areas of Malden; 
quality of sports playing fields; trash blowing around on streets; lack of maintenance; land 
owners not cooperating to offer space or access to what we have; trash (Waitts Mount 
mentioned specifically); dog park (Trafton); kids sports and practice spaces (if we have 
more areas, more kids can be encouraged to play); baseball seems to have priority over 
soccer; recreational fields not available to taxpayers at any time; poor lighting; some 
weaknesses can be opportunities for change; maintaining the parks and facilities; condition 
of the fields; lights and lighting at facilities; safety -- day and night: loitering, nefarious 
activities; dumping trash in park barrels and in facilities; communication of hours of 
operation and rules and regulations; lack of opportunities for growth; down one (1) park 
from school renovations; lack of funding to meet needs of all constituents; the condition and 
quantity of playing fields and the need for more free/open green space not necessarily turf, 
but well-maintained grass at Amerige Field, Hunting Field, John M. Devir Park, and 
Roosevelt Park. 
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Continues On Next Page 

Community Forum (March 9, 2017) (continued)  Opportunities and Threats 

Opportunities  Quarry at Revere Line; nature walks, tree studies at Forestdale Cemetery; rain gardens/ 
storm water management; add splash pads/spray park; open public pool earlier or add a 
feature to Suffolk Park; encourage people to use parks including new ones like Howard 
Park through signage, sign-ups, etc.; use the local artists for more public art (require as part 
of any new developments); amenities along the path (racks, signage, stores, link to 
business); walking along the river/access to Malden River; at new City Hall: better 
walkability and community space/theater/meeting space; when land becomes available, use 
it for open space; community outreach and education about existing open space; utilize 
library for communication about parks; interactive map on City website to detail parks; 
pamphlet with information about historical/recreation resources; better water access to 
Mystic River; old Malden Hospital as mixed use park and walking trails; development at 
Hospital site (also an opportunity in same comment); National Grid site; Field of Dreams 
(status – completion); create new parks, as opposed to renovating existing; dedicated soccer 
field (800 kids are enrolled); storm water utility; tree planting campaign; tree warden; new 
zoning for a Malden River walk; slow down development and create open spaces; there is 
CPA money from the State; City can work with what it already has in terms of open space 
that can be upgraded for low cost; more natural paths/bike trails; improve equity of 
resources among sporting groups; renovate spaces based on needs; renovate natural fields 
into multi-use turf fields; riverfront options: partner with DCR and Mystic Watershed 
Association; enhance Riverwalk; protect Fellsmere; Bike Path upgrades; Town Line Brook; 
Forestdale and Maplewood Highlands; Hospital Site; Rowes Quarry (MassDOT 
straightening Route 1); Multi-use Spaces. 
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Threats Community groups vying for space/permits; need for equity in assigning space including 
based on #s in an organization; facilitate co-operation among these organizations by 
increasing # of facilities and attitude of City staff; development at Hospital site (also an 
Opportunity - in same comment); loss of open space; condos without proper planning 
outside of Malden Center; loss of trees/planting more trees; growing population without 
consideration for parking and traffic; maintenance/upkeep/with overuse; short-sighted 
development; Casino population (traffic, safety); urban forest is in decline (lack of trees, 
pollution, respiratory health threatened); sea level rise (flooding); climate change; 
overbuilding; increase in population of children will require more fields for sports; more 
high rise and unaffordable housing; using artificial turf to replace natural grass; 
development of open space; lose Fellsmere; losing residents due to lack of open space; 
continuing erosion of the facilities. 
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This is a photo of some of the maps that were marked up in conjunction with the SWOT analysis at the March, 2017 Open 
Space and Recreation Plan Public Forum. 

 
  



   
 

158 of 198  

Second Community Forum (May 3, 2017): Highlights of Group Discussions 
 

GOAL:    Maintain and Manage 
Malden’s Parks 

#=Ranking 
(    )=number of votes 

Comments 

  
Provide for benches, picnic tables, 
sitting areas, trash barrels, lighting 
 

   
  
*Ranked #1  
(on 6 sheets)  

• Lighting is a priority  
• Trash barrels are a priority 

Develop a system of scheduled  
maintenance and replacement  for 
park equipment 
  

  
#1 (1)  #2 (5) 

  
• Scheduled maintenance is a priority so that 

all parks get attention 
  

Establish a Parks Department or 
Parks Division to maintain parks 
and open space 
  

  
#1 (13)   
  

• Establish a Parks Department 
• Establish a Parks Commission 
• Keep Howard Park accessible 

Strengthen the Conservation 
Commission  
  

  
#1 (1)  #3 (1) 

• Make sure Conservation Commission 
communicates with Parks Department 

• All Departments should work together 
 

Provide dedicated funding for open 
space 

  
#1 (4)  #2 (2)  #3 (1) 
  

  
• Use of the Hospital site as per voters 
  

  
Ensure access for all to all of 
Malden’s open spaces 
  

  
#1 (1)   

  

Other All of the above (1)   • Maintain and keep grass fields 
• Develop a maintenance schedule   
• Establish a Parks Commission or 

Department and have a schedule (make 
schedule publically available) 

• Expand memorial bench program 
• Clean-up glass at Waitts Mount 
• Pop-up parks (Somerville uses parking 

lots) can use food trucks and set up a place 
to sit/eat/socialize 

• Planned activities and events at parks, 
such as a Farmer’s Market 

• Create a “park usage list;” size, permits, 
activities, facilities, features/amenities   

• Parks need to be open during the day 
• Make a list of capital improvements 
• Citizen input of where funds from grants 

go (not Melrose) 
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• Feature parks and programs in 
newspapers, Twitter, FB (profile a park)  

• Improve aesthetics 
• Ensure safety  
• Inventory land owned by the City 
• Set aside land already owned and buy 

adjacent land 
 

GOAL:  Construct Additional: #=Ranking 
(    )=number of votes 

Comments 
 

  
Fields – Suggested locations? 

• Soccer: 
• Open Play/Turf Area 
• Baseball 
• Softball 
• Football 
• Lacrosse 

  
  

 
#1 (13)  #2 (0)  #3 (1) 
  
#1 (3)   #2 (0)  #3 (2) 
#1 (2)    
#1 (2)    
#1 (1)    
#1 (1)    
  
  
  

• Need more soccer fields 
• Secure and protect city-owned land for 

more fields and public space  
• Possible locations: National Grid and 

Malden Hospital sites 
• Pop-up parks in parking lots   
• Rehab Roosevelt  
• Renovations should preserve natural 

environment; real grass  
• Soccer complex (possible revenue 

generator) 
• Multi-use fields and space 
• Hospital site for open space and fields 
• Install tracks around fields 
• Use of potential Field of Dreams 

 
Spray pads 

  
#1 (5)  #2 (3) 
  

• Provides recreation for younger residents; 
possibly place near schools 

• Should have at Roosevelt, Linden and at 
Coytemore Lea 
 

Walking Trails 
  

#1 (3)  #2 (2) 
  

• Trails should be marked 
• The track at Pine Banks pulls in people 
• Connect trails to neighborhoods 

 
Other:  

  
  • Use Malden Hospital site for a multi-use 

field 
• Combine multiple fields on one large field; 

soccer, football, lacrosse and open turf   
• Bike lanes on roads 
• Grass fields are important 
• Do something with High Rock 
• Buy hospital site for mixed-

residential/open space (Ranked #1 on 2 
sheets)  
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• Need dog parks, i.e, Canal Street near 
Mystic Valley Gun Club  

• Marking of soccer fields 
• More small parks or outdoor social spaces 
• Handicap accessibility  
• Open space directory on website with 

interactive map 
• Make use of unused cemetery spots 
• Acquire land, private undeveloped 

woodland 
• Protect publically owned and undeveloped 

woodland (grey areas on slide) 
• Planned activities; “Shakespeare in the 

Park” (work with Malden Reads) 
• Communicate how to reserve a park 
 

GOAL:   Improve  
Northern Strand Community 

Trail 

 
#=Ranking 

(    )=number of votes 

 
Comments 

  
Furniture/Fixtures 

• Benches/picnic 
tables/seating 

• Lights 
• Trash barrels  

  

  
  
#1 (7)   #2 ( ) #3 (1)     
  
#1 (13) #2 (2 )  #3 (1)     
  
#1 (7)   #2 (1 )  
 

  
  
i. Trees 
ii. Keep dog poop bags available 

Signage 
  

  
#1 (1) #2 (4) 
  
  

• Ask companies along the trail to assist 
with paying for signage 

• Mileage markers 
• Directions 
• Markings near the downtown area 

Restrooms   
#1 (12 )  #2 ( ) #3 (1)     
  

  
• Port-a-potties 
  

Programs and Activities, Public Art #1 ( 2 )  #2 (4) 
  

• Sculptures, especially ones that can be 
used to climb on 

• Public art is a priority 
  

Encourage related uses, such as bike 
shop, rentals, etc. 

#1 (4)  #2 (2 ) #3 (1 ) 
  

• Encourage use of Bike path  
• Bike shop, including for repairs  
• A bike swap; a place for residents to bring 

bikes in good working order for recycling 
• Connect the River walk to the Bike path 
• Small businesses along the path; deli, 

coffee, bike shop 
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Write a plan to manage the trail 
  

#1 (4) #2 (2) 
  

• Make known what is permitted on the trail 
• Connect the trail 

 
Other 
  
 

  i. Safety phones 
ii. Security cameras 
iii. Beautify the trail (art murals, 

flowers, etc.) 
iv. Safer crossings (Ranked as #1 on 2 

sheets) 
v. More community gardens   
vi. Improved crosswalks for 

pedestrians and cyclists 
vii. Food trucks or vendors on 

weekends 
viii. Connect more neighborhoods to the 

trail via bike lanes and signage 
ix. Tree coverings (shade) 
x. Habitat/plantings 
xi. Safety at street crossings (Ranked #1 

on 1 sheet) 
xii. More memorial benches   
xiii. Ice cream stand  

 
GOAL:     Malden River Walk 

Continue to Develop this Open 
Space 

 
#=Ranking 

(    )=number of votes 

 
Comments 

  
Develop walking paths, trails to 
connect neighborhoods to the river 
  

  
  
#1 (9) #2 (3) 

  

Provide access  
• For boats: powerboats, 

kayaks, canoes 
• For fishing 

  

  
#1 (2 ) #2 (4)  3# (1) 
  
#1 (2) #2 (3)  

• Provide access, not power boats 
• Only non-motor 
• May require rezoning, addressing 

pollution, working with developers, safer 
crossings  
 

Benches, picnic tables/seating #1 (3)  #2 (1 ) 3# (1) 
*Noted as a 6th priority 

• This should be a goal 
• Memorial benches 

 
Rezone to require setbacks from the 
river  
  

#1 (12)  #2 (2) • River zoning 
• Overlay 
• 6-7 ft. set back; 8 ft. 
• What is allowable? 
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• Rezoning will force developers to 
accommodate setbacks 
 

Maps and signage, educational 
materials 
  

#1 (1)   
*Noted as a 5th priority 

iii. Include history 
  

Public artwork 
  

#1 (3)  #2 (0) #3 (1) 
*Noted as a 4th priority 
*Noted as a 7th priority 
  

iv. Artwork made by City students 

Collaborate with neighboring cities 
  

#1 (1)  
*Noted as a 4th priority 

v. Medford and Everett 

Other   • Need River Zoning 
• Need a Public Health Risk Assessment 
• Clean the water 
• Address pollution 
• Needs rezoning 
• Bring back River festival with Medford 

and Everett 
• Boating access would require cleaning the 

river 
• Why are yellow buses there (DPW) 
• Clean-up of the water/river 
• Need a toxicity study 
• Additional planners to assist 

 
 

 
  



   
 

163 of 198  
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AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) 

COMPLIANCE 
 

NOTICE 
 
The City of Malden does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission to, access to, or 
operations of its programs, services or activities. The City of Malden does not discriminate on the 
basis of disability in its hiring or employment practices.  
 
This Notice is provided as required by Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act 1990. 
 
Questions, concerns, complaints or requests for additional information regarding the Americans 
with Disabilities Act may be forwarded to the City of Malden’s designated ADA Compliance Officer: 
 

Maria Luise, ADA Compliance Officer 
Office of the Mayor 

  110 Pleasant Street 
  Malden, MA 02148 

Telephone contact: 781-397-7000, Ext. 2005 or 
mluise@cityofmalden.org. 
 

 
Individuals who need accommodations and auxiliary aids for effective communication in programs 
and services of the City of Malden are invited to make their needs and preferences known to the 
ADA Compliance Officer. 
 
  

mailto:mluise@cityofmalden.org
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ADA Grievance Policy 

For the General Public 
 
The following procedures are established to meet the requirements of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. It may be used by anyone who wishes to file a complaint alleging discrimination on 
the basis of disability in employment practices and policies or the provision of services, activities, 
programs and benefits of the City of Malden. These procedures do not supersede applicable 
employee grievances rights in collective bargaining agreements.       
 

1. The complaint, grievance, or request for program policy interpretation and/or clarification 
should be in writing and include the name, address and telephone number of the 
complainant with the location and description of the problem (a form is available). The 
complainant may remain anonymous, if he/she so chooses. Reasonable accommodations, 
such as personal interview, tape recording or other alternative means of filing, will be made 
available for persons who are unable to submit a written complaint.  

     
2. The complaint should be submitted by the complainant and/or his/her designee as soon as 

practicable but no later than 60 calendar days after the alleged violation to: 
 

Office of the Mayor 
  ATTN: Maria Luise, ADA Compliance Officer 
  110 Pleasant Street 
  Malden, MA 02148 
    

 or emailed to:  mluise@cityofmalden.org. 
 

Telephone contact: Maria Luise at 781-397-7000, Ext. 2005  
 
3. Within 14 calendar days after receipt of the complaint, the ADA Compliance Officer will 

meet with the complainant to discuss the issues and possible resolution. The Officer may 
reach out to the Human Rights Commission or the Disability Commission for advice and 
assistance. Within 14 calendar days after the meeting with the complainant, the Officer will 
respond in writing or in a format that is sensitive to the needs of the recipient, i.e. verbally, 
an audiotape, enlarged type face, etc. Copies of the complaint and response will be 
forwarded to the appropriate City departments. 
 

mailto:mluise@cityofmalden.org
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4. If the grievance is not resolved at this level, the complainant and/or his/her designee may 
appeal the decision of the ADA Compliance Officer to a designee of the Malden City Council 
within 14 calendar days after receipt of the response. The City Council President shall 
appoint a designee of the City Council to meet with the complainant to review the 
complaint and discuss possible resolutions. Within 14 calendar days after the meeting, the 
City Council designee will respond with a final resolution, in writing, or in a format that is 
sensitive to the needs of the recipient, i.e. verbally, an audiotape, enlarged type face, etc. 
Copies of the response will be forwarded to the appropriate City departments.     

 
All written complaints, responses, appeals and other documentation shall be kept by the City of 
Malden for at least 3 years.     
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Malden Open Space and Recreation Plan      
Appendix A 
Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Self-Evaluation and Transition Plan 
 
Representatives from the City of Malden and MAPC conducted the ADA evaluations, based on the 
categories provided in the Open Space Workbook.  Not all categories in the checklist applied to 
every property.  A summary chart of parks/playground with available facilities is below; followed 
by the ADA evaluation, including recommendations/transition plan for each open space. 

Location Parking 
Site 
Access 
Trail 

Toilet 
Facility 

Feature(s) 
Picnic 
Area 

Amerige Park  •  •  

Playground, tennis courts, 
baseball/soccer field, 
basketball court, street 
hockey rink 

 

Northern Strand 
Community Trail/Bike to Sea 
Path 

•  •   
Bike and pedestrian asphalt 
paved path 

 

Callahan Park •  •  •  Softball/soccer field  

Coytemore Lea Park  •   

Universally accessible 
playground, basketball 
court, gazebo, open grass 
area 

•  

Devir Park (includes Bruce 
Field & Larson Field) 

•  •  •  
Baseball, basketball, tennis 
courts, playground 

•  

Forestdale Park  •  •  
Playground, baseball field, 
open grass area 

 

Green Street Park (includes 
Choppa Field & Mazonson 
Court) 

 •  •  
Baseball field, basketball 
court, playground 

 

Howard Park (aka South 
Broadway Park) 

•  •  •  
Tennis courts, synthetic turf 
baseball/soccer/multi-
purpose field, playground 

•  

Hunting Field/Linden Park    
Basketball court, fields, 
street hockey rink, 
playground 

 

Kierstead Park  •  •  Baseball field, playground  
Lincoln Commons (includes  
Anderson Field) 

 •  •  
Baseball field, playground, 
splash park, open grass area 

 

Macdonald Stadium •  •  •  

Rubberized regulation sized 
running track, synthetic turf 
multi-purpose field, 
bleachers 

 

Maplewood Park    Synthetic turf baseball field  
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Location Parking Site 
Access 
Trail 

Toilet 
Facility 

Feature(s) Picnic 
Area 

Miller Park  •  •  
Basketball court, 
playground, open grass and 
field area 

      

Newman Park/ Ferryway 
Green 

 •  •  
Softball field, soccer field, 
playground area 

 

Patchell Park  •  •  •  
Playground, basketball 
court 

 

Pearl Street Playground  •   
Playground, basketball 
court 

 

Pine Banks Park •  •  •  

Playground, 2 synthetic 
multi-sport fields, 3 natural 
grass fields, pond, hiking 
trails 

•  

Roosevelt Park •  •  •  
Baseball field, 
football/soccer field, 
playground, open grass area 

 

Tartikoff Park •  •  •  
Skateboard park, small tot 
lot 

 

Trafton Park •  •  •  
Baseball field, tennis court, 
playground, dog park 

 

Passive Recreation Park      

Bell Rock Memorial Park •  •   
Paved walkways, terraced 
overlooks 

 

Fellsmere Park/Pond •  •  •  
Historic, paved walkways, 
terraced overlooks, pond 
with fountains 

•  

High Rock    Wooded conservation land •  

Waitts Mount •  •  •  
Basketball court, walking 
trail, playground 

•  
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Name of Park/Open Space:                   Amerige Park 

Amerige Park is bordered by Fellsway East, Highland Avenue, Savin Street, and Pine Street (Parcel ID# 018 
040 001).  The park consists of 3.5 acres and is comprised of a baseball field and soccer field. The northerly 
portion includes tennis and basketball courts, a street hockey rink, and playground.  

 
 

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 
• On-street parking 
• No designated universal access spots on-street 

Site Access 
• Poor asphalt sidewalk along the Fellsway 
• Non-compliant handicap ramp 

Toilet Facility • One portable toilet; it is not wheelchair accessible  

Children Playing 
Area/ Playing 
Fields 

• Tot lot 
• There is a playground, tennis court, baseball field, soccer field, and 

basketball court   
• No handicap ramp into the playground 

 
Recommendations:   
 

• Upgrade ADA compliant ramp on Savin Street at Fellsway, on Fellsway, on Pine Street and 
Fellsway and on Pine Street and Highland Avenue. 

• Install wheelchair accessible ramp leading into the playground. 
• Install two (2) universal access parking spaces on Fellsway and add Universal Access signage. 
• Install wheelchair accessible toilet facility. 
• Furnish and install standard “Malden” park sign. 
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Name of Park/Open Space:                                                  Northern Strand Community Trail “Bike to the Sea” 
 
The Northern Strand Community Trail (also known as “Bike to the Sea”) is a nine (9) mile (3 miles in Malden) 
bike and pedestrian pathway that stretches from the Malden-Everett line through Malden to Revere and 
Saugus toward the Lynn waterfront. In the summer of 2013, the three (3) mile Malden portion was paved. 
 

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 
• Parking is available at Main Street/Charles Street parking lot  
• Parking is available at Beach Street  
• No designated universal access spots on-street 

Site Access 

• @ Medford Street crossing 
• @ Main Street crossing 
• @ Ferry Street crossing 
• @ Route 60/Holden Street crossing 
• @ Bryant Street crossing 
• @ Maplewood Street crossing 
• @ Broadway crossing 
• @ Beach Street crossing 

Toilet Facility • None 

Playing Fields • None 

 
Recommendations: 
Malden Complete Streets 5-year plan recommends the following at-grade crossings: 
 

• @ Medford Street crossing, add pedestrian signal for bikes/pedestrians traveling northbound 
on Canal Street/Trail; add four-foot high push buttons on the trail for easier use; add "Stop 
Here on Red" sign to ensure vehicles do not block crosswalk/trail. 

• @ Main Street crossing, add refuge island on Main Street northbound leg, to protect 
pedestrians/cyclists with curb; move stop bar behind new crosswalk; add bike/pedestrian 
crossing signs; upgrade pedestrian signals to Audible Pedestrian Signal; square off southwest 
corner curb to reduce speed for those vehicles turning right from Charles Street with flex 
posts and paint; add "No Turn on Red." 

• @ Route 60/Holden Street crossing, add curb ramp to Holden Street right turn slip lane 
median; extend the right turn slip lane median on Centre Street's eastern leg; add 
pedestrian/bicycle signals to median on Centre Street. 
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Name of Park/Open Space:                   Callahan Park  

Callahan Park is located adjacent to Macdonald Stadium, on Pearl Street and Charles Street (Parcel ID# 031 
133 301). This park consists of a softball and soccer field. There are three parking areas that are shared 
between the two open spaces. The major feature of the park is the newly-rehabilitated softball field. 

 

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 

• The largest parking area is next to Callahan Park with 54 spaces and five 
universal access parking spaces   

• Three (3) of the spaces are located close to an accessible path 
• One space is adjacent to the driveway 
• The second lot is between Callahan Park and Macdonald Stadium and 

there are 23 spaces, with one universal access parking space 
• Vans can be accommodated as required 
• Pavement of the lots is in good condition; no issues with sloping 
• Universal access sign is painted on the pavement; no separate sign. 

Site Access 
• There is a sidewalk that leads to the ballfield in Callahan Park 
• The slope of the sidewalk is less than 5% 
• Pathway to the children’s play area is in excellent condition, no slope 

Toilet Facility 
• See information on Macdonald Stadium. Toilet facilities are located in the 

field house near the stadium which is close enough to share with 
Callahan Park 

Playing Fields • The field is accessible 

 
Recommendations: 
 

• Add universal access parking signage.  
• City should consider installing consistent signage identifying all named city parks  
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Name of Park/Open Space:                     Coytemore Lea Park 

Coytemore Lea Park is located between Mountain Avenue and Clifton Street (Parcel ID# 048 864 412). It 
consists of 2.8 acres and includes a small neighborhood children’s park/play area that was reconstructed in 
2015.  Its play structures are universally accessible. The park also features a basketball court, gazebo and open 
grass area. 

 

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 
• On-street parking  
• No designated universal access spots on-street 

Site Access 

• There is a pathway that leads through the block-long park 
• Curb cuts permit universal access 
• Pathway is in excellent condition, no slope 
• Meets requirements for path of travel 

Play equipment 
• Includes specific equipment for children in wheelchairs or with mobility 

challenges 
• Gazebo is accessible 

Picnic Tables/ 
Children Play 
Areas 

• Universal access playground 
• Accessible asphalt pathway 
• Tables and benches located adjacent to accessible paths 
• There is access to open spaces 
• No back or arm rests 
• 5% are accessible, meeting the specifications 

 
Recommendations: 
 

• This park was renovated to include universal access features.  
• The City should consider designating some on-street universal access parking spots that are 

near the park, at least during the hours the park is open.  
• The City should also consider installing consistent signage identifying all named city parks. 
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Name of Park/Open Space:          Devir Park 

Devir Park is located on the Fellsway West and Malden Street and includes two named playing fields: Bruce 
Field and Larson Field (Parcel ID# 037 184 401). This open space consists of a playground, basketball court, 
four (4) tennis courts, and soccer and baseball fields. There is one parking area serving this park.   

 

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 

• Nine (9) spaces, no universal access spaces marked or signed 
• Parking is located at one end of the fields and close to the entrance to the 

ballfields 
• Paving is in good condition 

Site Access 

• There are paved pathways to the ballfields, tennis and basketball courts 
and the children’s play area 

• Pathways are sound and not sloped greater than 5% 
• Meets requirements for path of travel 

Toilet Facility • One portable toilet; it is not wheelchair accessible 

Children’s Play 
Area 

 
• The play area itself is accessible; the play equipment is not 

 

Playing Fields/ 
Picnic Facilities 

• Ballfields, basketball and tennis courts are located adjacent to accessible 
paths 

• There are berm cuts onto courts 
• Spectator seating allows for universal access at the end of bleachers 

Concession Stand  • Accessible via pathway 

 
Recommendations: 

 
• Provide a designated universal access parking spot, with signage.  
• Provide an accessible portable toilet, particularly because this location annually hosts the 

Challenger League.  
• City should consider installing consistent signage identifying all named city parks. 
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Name of Park/Open Space:                      Forestdale Park 
 

Forestdale Park is adjacent to the Forestdale School on Sylvan Street and Goodhue Street (Parcel ID# 108 783 
312A). It consists of 1.86 acres and features a baseball field, playground and open grass area. The baseball 
field is used by the Challenger League. 

 
 

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 
• On-street parking on Goodhue Street 
• No designated universal access spots on-street 

Site Access 

• Good access to the ballfield 
• Good sidewalk and pathway condition; no slope issue 
• There is one wheelchair accessible ramp from Goodhue Street; no slope 

issue  
• Non-compliant handicap ramp at rear entrance to the school/playground  

Toilet Facility • One (1) portable toilet; it is wheelchair accessible 

Playing Fields 
• Playground  
• Baseball field (includes dugout shelters with ADA compliant player’s 

benches) 
 
Recommendations: 
       

• Repair wheelchair accessible ramp behind school. 
• Install wheelchair accessible ramp into the playground. 
• Add one wheelchair-accessible parking space with signage. 
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Name of Park/Open Space:               Green Street Park 

Green Street Park, which includes Choppa Field and Mazonson Court, is bordered by Green Street, 
Wadsworth Street and Madison Street (Parcel ID# 060 242 201).  The park consists of 1.38 acres and features a 
baseball field, playground and basketball court. 
 

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 
• There is on-street parking  
• No designated universal access spots on-street 

 
 

Site Access 

• No handicap ramp to the park from Green Street  
• No handicap ramp into the playground 
• One handicap ramp from Madison Street at entrance to playground from 

Wadsworth Street 

Toilet Facility 
• No wheelchair accessible toilet available  
• One regular portable toilet 

Playing Fields 
• Baseball field 
• Basketball court 

 
Recommendations: 
       

• Install one wheelchair accessible ramp into playground area. 
• Install one wheelchair accessible ramp on Green Street side.  
• Install one designated wheelchair accessible parking space on Green Street.  
• Furnish and install standard “Malden” park sign.                                     
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Name of Park/Open Space:                              Howard Park a.k.a. South Broadway Park 
 

Howard Park includes Rotondi Field and is located at the end of Maplewood Street and near Broadway 
(Parcel ID# 125 481 104). Consisting of 4.1 acres, this park was fully renovated and completed in 2015. It 
features four (4) tennis courts; synthetic turf baseball, soccer and multi-purpose field; playground; and 
pedestrian walkways. Both the field and tennis courts are equipped with lighting. 

    

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 

• Newly renovated park with 42 parking spaces 
• Van accessible  
• Two (2) handicap parking spaces close to the field 
• Universal access parking sign is painted 

 
Site access 

• Good access to fields and tennis courts 
• No slope issues 
• Playground is accessible 

Toilet Facility • One portable toilet; it is not wheelchair accessible  

Children’s Play Area/ 
Playing Fields  

• Tot lot 
• Tennis court 
• Synthetic turf baseball field 
• Synthetic turf soccer field 

 
Recommendations:    
  

• City should consider installing consistent signage identifying all named city parks.  
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Name of Park/Open Space:          Hunting Field/Linden Park 

Hunting Field, also known as Linden Park, is located behind the Linden S.T.E.A.M. Academy (Parcel ID# 154-
506-606) and is accessed from Salem Street and Wescott Street. It consists of 5 acres and accommodates 
multiple sports. The park features a playground as well as a multi- use field, basketball court, and street 
hockey rink. 

 

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 
• There are shared parking spaces with the school parking lot 
• Universal access parking spaces are designated for the school building  
• There is on-street parking on Hunting Street   

Site Access 

• There is a sidewalk that leads to the ballfield, basketball courts, hockey 
rink, but no wheelchair accessible ramps   

• Sidewalk has no slope issue 
• Playground is accessible 

Toilet Facility • One portable toilet; it is not wheelchair accessible 

Playing Fields 

• Basketball courts 
• Shared baseball field/soccer field 
• Hockey rinks 
• Two (2) playgrounds 

 
Recommendations: 
 

• Need Universal access parking and wheelchair ramp accessibility to the baseball field.  
• Need new wheelchair ramp off of Hunting Street.   
• City should consider installing consistent signage identifying all named city parks. 

 
 
  



   
 

179 of 198  

Name of Park/Open Space:                                Kierstead Park 
 
Kierstead Park is located on Eastern Avenue and Willow Street (Parcel ID# 101 430 011). It consists of 1.5 acres 
and features a baseball field and playground. 

  

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 

• On-street parking along Eastern Avenue 
• There is a parking lot in the back which belongs to the apartment 

building, but provides access to the park  
• No designated universal access spaces on-street 

Site Access 
• No site access from Eastern Avenue 
• Pavement to the ballfield is not in good condition  

Toilet Facility • No wheelchair accessible toilet available 

Children’s Play 
Area/ Playing 
Fields 

• Baseball field 
• Playground 

 
Recommendations:      

 
• Create a wheelchair accessible ramp from Eastern Avenue. 
• Repave existing asphalt walkway to playground from Eastern Avenue side and extend to the 

baseball field.  
• Furnish and install standard “Malden” park sign. 
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Name of Park/Open Space:           Lincoln Commons 

Lincoln Commons, which includes Anderson Field, is located at Bryant and Cross Streets (Parcel ID# 098 451 
104). Consisting of 3.5 acres, Lincoln Commons sits on the site of a former elementary school. The park 
includes portions of the old school's footprint and features a splash park, playground, baseball field and open 
grass area. There are also benches installed along the walkway and on top of a nearby slope. A restoration 
project was completed in 2015. 

   

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 
• On-street parking  
• No designated universal access spots on-street 

Site Access 

• Good ramp from the Bryant Street entrance 
• Good ramp from Cross Street 
• No ramp leading into the playground 
• Good pavement all around the park 

Toilet Facility • One portable toilet; it is not wheelchair accessible 

Children’s Play 
Area/ Playing 
Fields 

• Baseball field 
• Playground 

 
Recommendations: 
     

• Install two (2) wheelchair accessible parking spaces. 
• Install one (1) wheelchair accessible ramp into the playground. 
• Install wheelchair accessible toilet facility.  
• Furnish and install standard “Malden” park sign. 
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Name of Park/Open Space:                    Macdonald Stadium 

Macdonald Stadium (the “Stadium”) is located adjacent to Callahan Park and is bordered by Route 60 and 
Pearl Street (Parcel ID# 031-133-302). Both open spaces share three parking areas. The Stadium features a 
synthetic turf, multi-purpose field; rubberized regulation-sized running track; field house and bleachers.   

 

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 

• The lot closest to the stadium has seven (7) parking spaces, plus two (2) 
universal access spaces   

• The second lot is between Callahan Park and the Stadium with 23 spaces, 
including one (1) universal access space 

• Vans can be accommodated, as required 
• Pavement of the lots is in good condition; no issues with sloping 
• Universal access sign is painted on the pavement; no separate sign 

Site Access 
• Paving around the Stadium permits access 
• Meets requirements for path of travel 

Shower Rooms • Open room, no stalls 

Restrooms 

• Accessible stall swings in, rather than out, and is not self-closing 
• Toilet is 12” from nearest side wall (18” required) 
• Toilet paper dispenser is 38” above floor (24” required) and is obstructed 

by a trash receptacle 
• Small threshold at entrance to restroom 
• All other requirements met 

Stadium 
 

• The bleachers include end seating that could accommodate wheelchairs 

 
Recommendations: 
 

• The Stadium field has had recent improvements. Add universal access signage in the parking 
lot.  

• When the field house is renovated, all universal access requirements for the toilets and 
showers should be fully met.  

• City should consider installing consistent signage identifying all named city parks. 
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Name of Park/Open Space:            Maplewood Park 

Maplewood Park is located at the end of Maplewood Street, near Malden Catholic High School and consists 
of 3 acres (Parcel ID# 121-481-133).  The park features a synthetic turf baseball field that was renovated in 
2007. 

 

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 

• Newly renovated with shared parking with Malden Catholic High School 
• Van accessible  
• Two (2) universal parking spaces located close to the field 
• Universal access sign is painted 

Site Access 
• Good access to all fields 
• No slope issue 

Toilet Facility • One portable toilet; it is not wheelchair accessible 

Playing Fields • Baseball field 

 
Recommendations: 

 
• City should consider installing consistent signage identifying all named city parks  
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Name of Park/Open Space:            Miller Park  

Miller Park is bordered by Harvard Street and Sammett Street (Parcel ID# 100 445 504) and consists of 1.6 
acres. The park offers open grass and field area, a playground, basketball court and covered picnic table area. 
A restoration project was completed in 2015. 

    

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 

• No parking spaces in the park 
• Sixteen (16) on-street spaces located along Sammett Street and Harvard 

Street 
• No designated universal access spots on-street 

Site Access 

• No curb cuts in front of both sides of the park, (Sammett Street and 
Harvard Street) 

• Pathway to the children’s play area is in excellent condition 
• No handicap ramp into the playground area 
• Slope of the sidewalk is less than 5% 

Toilet Facility 
• No wheelchair accessible toilet available  
• One (1) portable toilet on the Harvard Street side entrance 

Children’s Play 
Area/ Playing 
Fields 

• Basketball court is accessible 
• Playground 
• Two (2) picnic tables  

 
Recommendations: 
 

• Create two (2) curb cuts, one on Sammett Street and one on Harvard Street.                                
• Install one (1) wheelchair accessible ramp into the playground area. 
• Install one (1) wheelchair accessible parking space on the street. 
• Install one (1) wheelchair accessible portable toilet.  
• Furnish and install standard “Malden” park sign. 
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Name of Park/Open Space:                    Newman Park a.k.a Ferryway Green 
 

Newman Park (“Ferryway Green”) is located next to the Ferryway School, bordered by Walnut Street and 
Ferry Street (Parcel ID# 085 386 601). The park consists of 2.3 acres and features a softball field, soccer field 
and playground area. 

 

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 
• On-street parking is available   
• No designated universal access spots on-street  

Site Access  

• At the wheelchair access ramps on both sides of Main Street, truncated 
domes are required   

• The access ramp on Hill Street to Judson Street needs additional 
shimming to the base of the ramp at the street grade 

Toilet Facility • One portable toilet; it is not wheelchair accessible  

 
Playing Fields  

 
• This is a softball field and is accessible at multiple locations 

 
Recommendations: 
 

• Install universal access parking space.    
• Needs an ADA-compliant portable toilet.   
• City should consider installing consistent signage identifying all named city parks.  
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Name of Park/Open Space:                   Patchell Park 

William F. Patchell Park (“Patchell Park”) is situated on Glen Rock Avenue (Parcel ID# 007 061 106).  The park 
consists of 0.5 acres and includes a playground, basketball half-court, and picnic and grass area. 

  

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 
• On-street parking on Glen Rock Avenue 
• No designated universal access spots on-street 

 
Site Access 

• No handicap ramp into the playground  
• No handicap ramp into the park 
• Poor pavement condition at the entrance to the park 

Toilet Facility • One portable toilet; it is not wheelchair accessible 

Playing Fields 
• Basketball hoop 
• Playground 

 
Recommendations:      
 

• Pave the front entrance into the park. 
• Create a wheelchair accessible ramp into the playground.  
• Create one wheelchair accessible parking space.  
• Furnish and install standard “Malden” park sign. 
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Name of Park/Open Space:                    Pearl Street Playground  

Pearl Street Playground is situated on Pearl Street and consists of 12,500 sq. ft. (Parcel ID# 038 207 702). This is 
a small, mostly concrete open area and features one basketball court for youth ages 13 and under and a small 
playground.  The playground surface was upgraded in 2016 to an engineered wood fiber safe surface to 
create an accessible, safe area.   

    

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 
• On-street parking  
• No designated universal access spots on-street 

Site Access • Ramp into the park from Pearl Street 

Toilet Facility • One portable toilet; it is not wheelchair accessible 

Children’s Play 
Area/ Playing 
Fields 

• Basketball court (ADA compliant) 
• Playground 

 
Recommendations: 
       

• Repave driveway access to the basketball court.   
• Furnish and install standard “Malden” park sign. 
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Name of Park/Open Space:                        Pine Banks Park
    
Pine Banks Park is located on Main Street in both Malden and Melrose and consists of 107.5 acres (Parcel ID# 
is 070 827 702). The park has a small playground, two (2) synthetic multi-sport fields, three (3) natural grass 
fields, hiking and walking trails, picnic area, and pond. Pine Banks is managed by a non-profit corporation 
comprised of a seven-member board of trustees from the two cities. 

 

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 
• Available parking is away from the playground 
• No designated universal access spots  

 
Site Access 

 
• Long drive uphill to access the playground 

Toilet Facility 
 

• No wheelchair accessible toilet available  
 

Children’s Play Area 
• Playground 
• A few covered picnic tables available 

 
Recommendations:  
     
• A wheelchair accessible ramp is needed for playground access. 
• City should consider installing consistent signage identifying all named city parks                                    
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Name of Park/Open Space:                 Roosevelt Park 

Roosevelt Park is situated adjacent to the Salemwood School on Salem Street and Dell Street (Parcel ID# 117 
728 815). It consists of 3.76 acres and includes a baseball field, football/soccer field, playground and open 
grass area.  

 

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 

 
• There are four (4) handicapped spaces available on the school side of 

the park 
 

Site Access 

• Sidewalk access is available on the Dell Street side   
• Need to widen access for sidewalk entrance by removing a portion of 

the chain link fence   
• Access at the school side is acceptable 

Toilet Facility • One portable toilet; it is not wheelchair accessible  

Children’s Play 
Area/ Playing 
Fields 

 
• Playground/Tot lot 
• Baseball and soccer field is accessible at multiple locations 
 

 
Recommendations: 
 

• Widen access for sidewalk entrance by removing a portion of the chain link fence.   
• A wheelchair accessible portable toilet is needed.   
• City should consider installing consistent signage identifying all named city parks. 
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Name of Park/Open Space:                  Tartikoff Park 

Tartikoff Park is located on Willow Street and Lyme Street (Parcel ID# 101 430 007) and consists primarily of a 
skate park with small tot lot.  

 

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 
• On street parking 
• No designated universal access spots on-street 

 
 

Site Access 

• Non-compliant handicap ramp along Willow Street (greater than  1/7.5 
slope) 

• Asphalt paving leading into the park is not in good condition 
• Sidewalk near the handicap ramp, at corner of Willow and Lyme Streets, 

is not in good condition 

Toilet Facility • No wheelchair accessible toilet available  

Recreational Area 
• Skateboard park 
• Tot lot 

 
Recommendations: 
       

• Install wheelchair accessible ramp at Willow and Lyme Street. 
• Repair sidewalk near ramp. 
• Repave the entrance to the park.  
• Furnish and install standard “Malden” park sign. 
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Name of Park/Open Space:                                  Trafton Park  

Trafton Park is located on Jacob Street and Granite Street and consists of 3 acres (Parcel ID# 142 669 901). This 
park features a little league baseball field, playground, tennis courts and a dog park. 

 

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 
• On-street parking 
• No designated universal access spots on-street 

Site Access 

• Asphalt is not in good condition  
• Sidewalk along Jacob street is not in good condition 
• Slope is 4.3 to 6.7 at the backside of handicap ramp 
• Good access to playground 

Toilet Facility • No wheelchair accessible toilet available  

Children’s Play 
Area/ Playing 
Fields 

• Baseball field 
• Tennis court 
• Playground 
 

Recommendations:      
 

• Repair two (2) of the wheelchair accessible ramps along Jacob Street. 
• Designate one (1) universal access parking space along Jacob Street. 
• Repave asphalt leading to the field.  
• Repair sidewalk along Jacob Street.  
• Furnish and install standard “Malden” park sign.                                   
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Name of Park/Open Space:           Bell Rock Memorial Park 

Bell Rock Memorial Park is bordered by Main Street, Wigglesworth Street, Meridian Street, and Ellis Street 
(Parcel ID# 065 312 201) and consists of 3.4 acres. This park features open green space, walking paths, terraced 
overlooks and memorials.   

    

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 
• On-street parking available   
• No designated universal access spots on-street  

Site Access 

• The handicap accessible ramp meets slope but needs a defined 
landing   

• Concrete sidewalk needs to be replaced   
• Sidewalk paths to and around the monument need to be reconstructed 

to meet ADA requirements 

Toilet Facility • No wheelchair accessible toilet available  

Playing Fields • None 

 
Recommendations: 
 

• The wheelchair accessible ramp meets slope but needs a defined landing.   
• The sidewalk paths to and around the monument need to be reconstructed to meet ADA 

requirements.   
• A serviceable portable toilet is needed and should meet ADA requirements. 
• A wheelchair accessible parking spot should be designated.   
• City should also consider installing consistent signage identifying all named city parks. 
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Name of Park/Open Space:                   Fellsmere Park/Pond 

Fellsmere Park is bordered by the Fellsway, West Border Road, Fellsmere Road and Savin Street (Parcel ID# 
025 106 601) and consists of 20 acres. This park is of historic significance and features open space, a pond with 
water fountains, walking paths, terraced overlooks, wooded area and memorials.  

 

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 
• On-street parking available   
• No designated universal access spots on-street   

Site Access 

• The sidewalk along West Border Road is not compliant and is two 
narrow for wheel chair access at multiple locations   

• The perimeter path is not ADA accessible at multiple locations 
• There are no ADA ramps available  

Toilet Facility • One portable toilet; it is not wheelchair accessible  

Playing Fields 
 
• This area features a pond, no sports fields are on the site 
 

 
Recommendations: 
 

• A minimum of one universal access parking spot is needed. 
• Wheelchair accessible ramps are required as there are none present with the exception of one 

driveway entrance for maintenance use.   
• An ADA compliant portable toilet is needed.   
• City should consider installing consistent signage identifying all named city parks. 
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Name of Park/Open Space:           High Rock 

High Rock Park is located on Rockingham Avenue and consists of 6.4 acres (Parcel ID# 146 620 002). This 
park is undeveloped and features wooded conservation land and a memorial. 

 

Facility Evaluation 

Parking • No parking available 

Site Access • No constructed pathways 

Toilet Facility • None 

Playing Fields • None 

 
Recommendations: 
 

• City should consider installing consistent signage identifying all named city parks  
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Name of Park/Open Space:                  Waitts Mount 

Waitt’s Mountain (“Waitts Mount”) is on Leonard Street and Park Street and consists of 9.69 acres (Parcel ID# 
071 824 460). The top of Waitt’s Mount features expansive views of the Boston skyline. It also includes a 
basketball court, playground area and walking trails. 

 

Facility Evaluation 

Parking 

• Six (6) parking spaces, one accessible space 
• Parking space at end of parking row is large enough to accommodate a 

van and is located next to the paved entrance 
• Paving is sound, in excellent condition 
• Universal access sign is painted on the pavement; no separate sign 

 

Site Access 

• There is a paved pathway to a play area, and the pathway continues to 
the top of Waitts Mount 

• Pathway to the top has a slope of approximately 10% to 18% 
• Pathway to the children’s play area is in excellent condition, no slope 

Toilet Facility • One portable toilet; it is not wheelchair accessible 

Children’s Play 
Area 

• The play area itself is accessible; the play equipment is not 

 
Recommendations: 
 

• Waitts Mount was recently reconstructed.  An accessible bench or picnic table, as funding 
allows, could be added.   

• A universal access sign and a universally-accessible portable toilet should also be considered. 
• City should consider installing consistent signage identifying all named city parks. 
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