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Introduction
T8

Since Fall 2018, we have been asking Chinatown community members “How can we plan for a stable and
healthy Chinatown?” This conversation has taken place at community meetings, in one-on-one interviews,
and at the Chinatown Master Plan Committee. We gathered participants’ thoughts, identified themes, and
collected data on the state of community health and well-being. The health issues that emerged as priorities
from this process were the focus of the Healthy Chinatown Design Workshop.
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On July 20, 2019, a total of 90 participants gathered for morning and afternoon breakout sessions. The
morning breakout sessions -- Healthy Housing, Healthy Mobility, and Healthy Public Realm -- provided
space to discuss overarching goals and strategies for Chinatown. The afternoon breakout sessions were
focused on specific opportunity areas within Chinatown, three of which were Anchor Areas in the 2010
Master Plan --- Chinatown Gateway, Phillips Square, Parcel A & 50 Herald, and Parcel R-1 & Kneeland
Street.

20194E£7A20B 4 . MEm-EERER. BERABFERALEE -AETWEAGIZEE BIEfERRIEET
TH, THFHEZEETRTEAFNNESEE#HBE, Eh=EE2010F 2R 2P iaE-FE A SEO.
FEFI EHTEES . AtER&505% Herald, F1R1HEER %Ffﬂ?%)%ﬁs’sﬁ T(Parcel R-1&Kneeland Street).




90 people in attendance,

iIncluding:

- Chinatown residents, young and old
- Planners and designers
- Event volunteers

Many groups represented, including:

-Asian Community Development Corporation
-Boston Planning & Development Agency
-Boston Department of Neighborhood Development
-Chinatown Community Land Trust

-Chinatown Main Street

-Chinatown Master Plan Committee

-Chinatown Resident Association

-Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association
-Chinese Progressive Association

-Community Assessment of Freeway Exposure &
Health (CAFEH)

-City Councilor Ed Flynn

-Metropolitan Area Planning Council

-Josiah Quincy Upper School
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Conversation and consensus building

During the event, we emphasized collective problem solving. We wanted to use the design workshop or
charrette as an opportunity to come up with solutions that we may not have come up with on our own.
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Healthy Housing
fi)

“It's hard to see friends move out of
Chinatown; there needs to be more
than 1000 units of affordable housing
built before 2030!”
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Healthy Mobility
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“Trash overflow on the streets causes
lower quality of life.We should have
an extra day of pickup for residential
trash.”
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Healthy Public Realm
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“Public urination is a big problem in
Chinatown. We need to have public
toilets in our parks.”
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“What about using decorative lights which also
represent characteristics of Chinatown to connect the

Prioritize family housing. There should be 2-3 two parts of Chinatown across the bridge?”

bedrooms of various sizes... ”
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Healthy Mobility
BERAEE

Safe Streets #HiEZ£:
How might we ensure pedestrian safety on Chinatown’s streets for varied Chinatown users of all

ages? MARIEEAFHARELITANLZE?

- No consensus on solutions, but general agreement on problems (Problem intersections marked on map)
- Solutions proposed for improving sidewalks, calming traffic, and prioritizing pedestrians at intersections.
- Examples include:

- Make Beach St. one-way OR pedestrian-only from Harrison St. to the Chinatown Gate to increase

pedestrian space

- Use a material other than bricks for sidewalks to avoid tripping

- Increase enforcement of cycling traffic laws and consider designated bike traffic lights

- Build a pedestrian bridge above busy, dangerous intersections, such as the John Fitzgerald Surface

Road
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Clean Streets i85 &:
How might we ensure the cleanliness of Chinatown’s streets? f{A[{RIEE AN EHEHIEREES?

- Consensus that trash is an issue for all of Chinatown, but that Beach St. should be an area of focus
- Most proposed solutions were programmatic:
- Create a Business Improvement District (BID) to generate funds for private contractor to clean after
trash is picked up
- Improved City enforcement
- An additional trash pick-up day (from 2 to 3 days)
- Improved 311 reporting and City responsiveness
- Design solutions included
- Creating a protected, central dumping location
- Making sidewalks on Beach St. wider so pedestrians have more room to navigate around trash
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STREETS

HIGH CRASH NETWORK
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High Crash Network map prepared for Healthy Chinatown Design Workshop
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Healthy Mobility map by participants of Healthy Chinatown Design Workshop



Healthy Public Realm
BRI AELTE

How might we create a network of green/open spaces for varied Chinatown users?
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Consensus that existing open spaces can be improved to increase use by multi-generational residents and
that there needs to be more greenery in Chinatown.
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Proposed solutions for improving open spaces included:
- Public restrooms
- Vegetated barriers
- Water features
- More multigenerational activities
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Suggestions for increasing greenery included:
- More street trees
- Planted alley-ways
- Roof-top gardening
- Neighborhood plant give-aways.
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Participants also suggested increased use of permeable pavement and stormwater infrastructure in areas
prone to floods.
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OPEN SPACE IN CHINATOWN

Open Space in Chinatown map prepared for Healthy Chinatown Design Workshop



Healthy Public Realm map by participants of Healthy Chinatown Design Workshop



Healthy Housing
fEREE

How might we create a network of green/open spaces for varied Chinatown users?

AT AEREAGHARALEIESR &/F R E M iE?

- Consensus that it should be a City priority to reach the goal of 1000 units by 2025 (goal proposed by
Chinatown Master Plan Committee in 2014).

- There was concern that 1,000 units may not be enough and the suggestion that Chinatown set an
additional goal for 2030.

- Housing for extremely low income, families and workforce identified as priorities.

- In addition to new developments we also need preservation of existing affordable units and private market

smaller properties, row houses
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We seem to be on track to reach 1000 unit goal by 2025:
B IAFEEZI1000{E E T BIEE E

Built: - What other sites possible and what
E&E: money? ELti A A Kt BEFNE5 RO P RE?
- Parcel 24 (146 affordable units)
- Oxford Ping On (67) - Parcel R-17
- 48 Boylston (46) - Parcel A above JQUS?
- PBX Residences (6) - JQUS Avrlington St building?

o - 78 Tyler Street?
Ijlpelll_‘rle: - Mass Pike Towers parking lot?
ZE5T: - w0 Toy building bought by Oxford
- Parcel 12 (171) Properties?

- 41 LaGrange (65)

- Tai Tung Parking Lot (85)
- 50 Herald (120)

- 125 Shawmut (14)
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HOUSING IN CHINATOWN

gl Philips Square iy 7 ¥

Beach St

4 ~..

Affordable Housing

Luxury Housing

Under Construction

Board Approved

. Project Watch

Housing in Chinatown map prepared for Healthy Chinatown Design Workshop



Healthy Housing discussion map by participants of Healthy Chinatown Design Workshop



Chinatown Gateway
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How might we make the Chinatown Gateway area welcoming, accessible, safe, and attractive for
open space users and pedestrians?
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Priority issues for this area were traffic safety, improving and increasing open and green space, noise and air
pollution, and strengthening connectivity for pedestrians.
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Specific design suggestions:
- Make the roads safer by adjusting traffic patterns on Beach and Lincoln, using traffic calming elements,

and employing speed cameras
- BRAZRGHENENRBEREN, EARBETEETR, UREEAFL2ENEKAEEREE
- Increase checkerboard space in Chinatown Park, in the surrounding area add raised grass beds,
exercise equipment, public toilet, and surround with vegetated barriers along park edges (for children,

not pollution)
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- Create a temporary garden at Hudson Street Lot, but add more green scape here over time
- ERERIHERAEREEE, B2 BENENEBENTEZHRERE




- Increase connectivity to Reggie Wong through pedestrian environment improvements, such as trees
and benches, and increased amenities in the park

- EBITARENNE, ENBATNRE, UREAEEBIEMAIERIE, KILEF Reggie Wong BIEIE,

Discussed design elements (for example, pagoda roofs, water elements, and bamboo) used in Chinatown
Park that could be employed elsewhere in the public realm to visually connect users to Chinatown.
BELEEmETE (Bla, EEREIE. KRN F) EEAHAEEER, AlELAKEESEMmtAER,
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CHINATOWN GATEWAY
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Chinatown Gateway map prepared for Healthy Chinatown Design Workshop
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Chinatown Gateway map by patrticipants of Healthy Chinatown Design Workshop



Phillips Square
FENEES

How might Phillips Square be a gateway into Chinatown/announce entry into Chinatown?

WAMEIENE T IR A B AFHREHA?

Priority issue was a permanent design for Philips square that would:
- Reflect Chinatown’s cultural history
- Provide space for the community
- Extend to the Beach St. business district
- Offer multi-generational attractions in both warm and cold weather
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Programs should be organized for Philips Square once redesigned. Suggestions included:
- Pop-up vendors

- Alibrary cart

- Exercise and recreation equipment

- Community-garden planter boxes

- Fire pit in the winter
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If the Ho Toy building were converted to a housing/mixed use project, what could that look like?
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Consensus that there was interest in rebuilding Ho Toy building with affordable family housing and roof-top
gardening.

Participants compared and contrasted the benefits of new construction against renovating the existing

building and ultimately preferred a new building which could provide community space, such as a roof
garden.

AR—HRR FEBEERFEAERAEEGENREEFNEEEZ.
HeZtRMA b THEREMARBEERNTE, I

H.\

CIJ

)<||]]

RBZTRFRMEHESERMESR, WETER

G

At




JULY 20,2019|HEALTHY CHINATOWN DESIGN WORKSHOP

PHILLIPS SQUARE
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Phillips Square map prepared for Healthy Chinatown Design Workshop



Phillips Square map by participants of Healthy Chinatown Design Workshop



Parcel R-1 & Kneeland Street
R /X O

How might we balance open space and housing needs on Parcel R-1 considering quality of life and
health of Chinatown users?
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Priority issues were affordable housing and pedestrian safety.
BEZEMNBEELEEENITARE.

Preferred development which included mixed-use residential. For this area, affordable, family housing was a
priority.
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Design considerations included height of buildings and creating open spaces both on street level and on
roofs.
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How might we improve pedestrian safety across Kneeland Street?

ML EERREHITARE?
Top intersections of concern were Washington and Kneeland and Hudson and Kneeland.
Suggestions:

- Four-way stops for pedestrian crossing at busy Kneeland intersections like Kneeland/Harrison
- Additional pedestrian crosswalks on Hudson
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PARCEL R-1// KNEELAND STREET

a { | s‘f | “ “‘v“/ —— ‘
e PSSR

-

L
e

g

)

b
(7))
o
2 S
[ Green Space P street Parking
P Hardscape Slow Streets
Playground

. Recreation/Sports

Parcel R-1 map prepared for Healthy Chinatown Design Workshop
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Parcel R-1 drawings by participants of Healthy Chinatown Design Workshop



Parcel A & 50 Herald
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How might we connect the Chinatown community over the turnpike?
A ESEL R LEREBEAGHTX?

Priority issues for this area were rising rents, loss of CMart, air and noise pollution, accessibility of sidewalks,
and pedestrian safety.
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Discussed design elements like using lighting and landscaping (from a park over the highway to heavy
planters) to enhance neighborhood connection over turnpike.
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Participants were also concerned about accessibility issues of the current cross-highway sidewalks. They
suggested that all area sidewalks be audited for ADA compliance.
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How might affordable housing look like on top of Josiah Quincy Upper School on Parcel A?
NfAT7E AlthEr ERZ iR AT EEREE? MRBEARBEEREEERELTRFN ELESET AR TF?

Interest in building affordable housing on top of school on Parcel A, but need more information on finances
and regulations.

FHBEAMBRERNER FEEEESENEE, EFEESHRUBIERNER.

Participants suggested use of physical barriers and vegetated screens over highway and around buildings to
reduce exposure to noise and air pollution.
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Air filtration and ventilation important considerations for both housing and school.
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PARCEL A // 50 HERALD
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Parcel A and 50 Herald map prepared for Healthy Chinatown Design Workshop
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Parcel A and 50 Herald map by participants of Healthy Chinatown Design Workshop




Feedback on Workshop
It TIEZER R EE

- What is surprising? Does this match previous community conversations ongoing projects?
- Do you have a reaction to these outcomes? Disagreements? Additions?
- Any concerns about these general guidelines contributing to next steps?
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Next Steps
T—%

- How do people see a report on this contributing to some next steps?
- What form does this report take?

- What is the Chinatown Master Plan Committee’s role?

- Should this be 2020 report in some way?

- How can this best impact Plan Downtown (BPDA)?

- Who wants to be a part of the editing team?
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