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Getting to Know the Basics



Across the 101 cities and towns in our 
Greater Boston regioné

municipalities have 
adopted goals to 

reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions community-wide

municipalities 

have volunteer 
committees dedicated 
to climate, sustainability, 
or energy issues

municipalities have, 
or are developing, 

climate action plans

Based on a preliminary review completed by MAPC of 

municipal websites and publicly available information.
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Net Zero Planning means the 
development of community-wide multi-
sectoral goals, strategies, and 
processes to enable a municipality to 
achieve net zero carbon emissions.

To achieve Net Zero, a community ðor 
other entity ðmust reduce greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions to the greatest 
extent possible and balance out any 
remaining emissions through GHG 
removal.



Climate-damaging emissions are 
reduced where possible and the 
remaining emissions are netted out 
through the purchase of carbon 
offsets
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Refers to a building or a community 
of buildings for which, on an annual 
basis, all greenhouse gas emissions 
resulting from building operations 
are offset by carbon-free energy 
production

Cambridge Net Zero Taskforce
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Produces zero net carbon pollution; 
community gets as much electricity 
from renewable sources as it uses. 
Achieved through a combination of 
energy efficiency improvements, 
local clean energy production, and 
purchasing renewable energy

Mass Power Forward
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Produces enough renewable energy 
to meet its own annual energy 
consumption requirements, thereby 
reducing the use of non-renewable 
energy in the building sector.

Department of Energy
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All energy needed within the 
electricity, heat, and transport 
sector in a particular region is 
coming from renewable sources

World Future Council
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Energy & 
Environmental

Economic
Public 

Health & 
Equity

Climate 
Action 
Plan

Á Stable and diverse energy 
supply

Á Reduce peaks in price
Á Resilient energy system
Á Local energy production
Á Reduce common pollutants
Á Minimize climate change 

impacts

Á Economic 
development

Á Green economy 
Á Green jobs

Á Fewer respiratory 
health exacerbations 
and cases

Á Avoid unnecessary 
deaths

Á Active lifestyles
Á Save on health 

related costs
Á Environmental Justice 

populations
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