This high level summary of natural, cultural,
historic resources provides an overview of
the analysis, feedback, and draft goals to
date as part of the Master Plan process.
Additional details can be found on the
following pages.

Part 1: Natural, cultural, historic resources today
Substantial planning efforts recently completed
Diverse and high quality resources that are well distributed
Wide range of programs
Rich and well recognized history
Strong historic stewardship
Recognition of cultural resources and creative economy

Navigating funding challenges

Part 2: Community input

Poor overall connectivity and access to Town’s resources
Underrepresented narratives
Communicate the value of arts and culture in economic terms

Foster a stronger sense of community and inclusivity

Part 3: Draft natural, cultural, historic goals
Continued stewardship of natural, cultural and historic resources

Expand sense of inclusion and welcoming for all resources
Make resources an important part of livability

Strengthen multimodal connections and access to resources
Increase awareness and access for all residents

Integrate arts and culture with economic development
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Part 1: Natural, cultural, and historic resources in Dedham today

Dedham is home to a rich history, robust cultural
resources, and a wealth of natural and recreational
resources. These resources are closely related, and
for that reason are combined into one topic. The Town
values its natural, cultural, and historic resources and
strives to preserve these assets for future generations.

Substantial planning efforts
recently completed

Recently completed open space and recreation planning
documents are coordinated with this comprehensive plan,
including Dedham’s Open Space and Recreation Plan
(2019), the Parks and Recreation Master Plan (2018),
and Mother Brook Canal Cultural and Architectural
Study (2020).

Diverse and high quality
resources that are well distributed

Dedham’s natural resources play a critical role in
supporting the environmental health and social vitality
of the community. Dedham has many distinct landscape
features that contribute to its character ranging from
manicured institutional greens, recreational fields,

and golf courses to meadows, wetlands, and river
habitats. Perhaps one of the most striking and prevalent
landscape features of the Town are its waterways — the
Charles and Neponset Rivers, Mother Brook, and Long
Ditch. Wilson Mountain is also a dominant feature of the
landscape, providing scenic views of the Town from its
peak as well as long range views of forested hillsides,
surrounding lowlands, and the Boston skyline.

Wide range of programs

Dedham residents are passionate about the diverse
recreation opportunities available to them — both
organized and informal — including hiking, team
sports, cycling, paddling along the waterways, visiting
neighborhood playgrounds, and passive nature
appreciation.

Rich and well recognized
history

Along with its rich history, Dedham is fortunate to

have a variety of noteworthy sites and an extensive
collection of well-preserved buildings of architectural
and cultural significance. There are over 400 resources
that have been recognized locally or by the state as
historically significant including resources that have
been listed as National Register properties, National
Historic Landmarks, and contributing elements to the
National Register Historic District. The Town also has four
individually listed properties in the National Register of
Historic Places, including the Ames School, the Endicott
Estate, the Fairbanks House, and the Norfolk County
Courthouse. In addition, the Town has three local historic
districts: the Connecticut Corner Historic District, the
Federal Hill Historic District, and the Franklin Square-
Court Street Historic District.

Strong historic stewardship

The Dedham Historic Districts Commission (HDC)
is responsible for historic preservation, contextual
compliance, and regulatory design review within
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designated local Historic Districts. The town has enabled
a Design Review Advisory Board (DRAB) as part

of permitting and review processes. Seven historic
resources are protected by preservation restrictions.

Recognition of cultural
resources and creative economy

Dedham has a number of cultural institutions that act
as a foundation for the Town's growing arts and culture
scene. These include the Dedham Cultural Council, the
Mother Brook Arts and Community Center, the Dedham
Community Theatre, the Dedham Community House,
and the Dedham Historical Society & Museum. Clusters
of arts and culture activity, restaurants, creative retail,
and events that are located within a walkable area
function as naturally occurring cultural districts, the two
most notable are Dedham Square and East Dedham
Square. The East Dedham Arts Overlay District (AOD)
was established to help spur investment and encourage
the development, preservation, and enhancement of
arts-related uses.

Navigating funding challenges

All of the Town’s success and progress has occurred
with the backdrop of a typically underfunded set of
priorities. Funding for the maintenance or expansion

of existing parks or for the acquisition of land for new
parks has difficulty meeting the needs and demands of
the resources and programs of the town. Additionally,
absent adoption of the Community Preservation Act,
there are limited state and local funds available for
historic preservation or arts and culture activity.

Part 2: Community input

As part of the Master Plan process, a Community Survey
was conducted in the spring of 2020 and received

over 1,100 responses. A follow up Topic Area Survey
received over 750 responses. Responses from both
surveys related to natural, cultural and historic resources
are summarized here.

Poor overall connectivity and

access to Town’s resources

Survey participants expressed that investments in
sidewalks, bicycle lanes, multi-use paths, and trails are
needed to increase connectivity between neighborhoods,
parks and open space, and historic and cultural
resources and that resources should feel accessible and
welcoming to all.

Underrepresented narratives
Dedham has a rich and interesting history and a diverse
and vibrant community today, but that many aspects
of the Dedham’s historic narratives and heritage,
particularly of Black, Indigenous and People of Color
(BIPOC) have been excluded and deserve better
recognition.

Communicate the value of arts

and culture in economic terms
Dedham’s Arts Overlay District (AOD) and Creative
Industries are an important element of the Town's
economy and can be leveraged for additional economic
growth. Survey participants believe that East Dedham
Square, in particular, has great potential to build on

its industrial legacy, bounty of natural resources, and
growing arts and cultural assets.

Foster a stronger sense of

community and inclusivity

Survey participants stated that they would like to see a
stronger sense of community and neighborliness. Several
survey comments were submitted around the importance
of transforming Dedham to be an inclusive community
with representative leadership that serves and welcomes
residents of all race and ethnicities.
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Part 3: Draft natural, cultural, historic goals

These draft goals have been developed based on the
data about Dedham today, the community surveys, and
input from the 16 member Master Plan Committee, and
public. The final goals will frame the strategies and
actions to be defined through this master plan process to
guide Town policies and decision making over the next
ten years. We are soliciting input on these goals, which
will be amended and updated based on feedback.

Continued stewardship of
natural, cultural and historic

resources

The strength of Dedham’s existing protected resources
are a testament to a strong legacy of stewardship.
Current assets should continue to be cared for while
integrating new assets through the documentation

of resources, responding to evolving needs of the
community, and expanding historic narratives. Dedham’s
natural, cultural, and historic resources should be
managed in an integrated and holistic manner.

Expand sense of inclusion and

welcoming for all resources

All resources should feel welcoming and inclusive for
any member of the Dedham community. Both physical
assets and programs should be designed to serve a
diverse community and enable residents to participate
in and take advantage of all that Dedham has to offer.
Each experience and amenity should feel inclusive and
welcoming for any resident whether longstanding or
new.

Make resources an important
part of livability

Utilize parks, recreation, open space, trails, greenways,
and waterways to promote health and exercise,
connect residents, foster social interaction, and increase
community cohesion. Bring historic and cultural resources
into daily life with more relevance and accessibility for
residents, visitors, and those with historic connections to
the land.

Strengthen multimodal

connections and access to resources
Create an equitable and connected multimodal network
that improves non-vehicular access for residents of

all ages and abilities to parks and open space, and
historic, cultural and community resources and services.
Additionally, enhance the vibrancy of the public realm
by integrating and highlighting the full breadth of
Dedham’s history, significant milestones, and meaningful

narratives.

Increase awareness and
access for all residents

Increase arts and cultural awareness, access, and
education for all Dedham residents and build support
for natural, historic, and cultural activities including
support for additional funding sources, for example the
Community Preservation Act.

Integrate arts and culture with
economic development

Communicate and promote the value and economic
impact of arts and culture with support for the creative
economy, public realm art installations, and programs to
connect local artists and businesses, and temporary arts
and cultural uses for vacant storefronts.
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Part 4: Help Design Dedham -

This topic summary and the set of draft topic goals has
been prepared to share draft content that is developing
through the Designing Dedham 2030 Master Plan
process. The draft topic goals remain a work in progress
and will benefit from your feedback. Are your natural,
cultural, and historic priorities for the town represented?
Please send us your feedback, questions, or comments.

Comments
http://designingdedham2030.org

Or by sending an email to:
Jeremy Rosenberger, Dedham Planning Director at

jrosenberger@dedham-ma.gov, or

Josh Fiala, MAPC Principal Planner at

ifiala@mapc.org.

Additional Information

A video recording of a Master Plan Committee meeting
focused on Natural, Cultural, Historic Resources is
available at:

http://bit.ly/DD2030-Committee-12-15-2020

Community Open Houses
Additionally, you are invited to attend a series of
Community Open Houses that will present and discuss
each of the topics.

An open house on January 26th, 2021 at

6:30 pm will focus on
, Housing and Public Health

and Livability.
Register for this event at:
http://bit.ly/DD2030-01-26-2021

An open house on March 30, 2021 at 6:30 pm

will focus on Land Use, Municipal Facilities and Services,
and Governance.

Visit hitp://designingdedham2030.0rg to see
summaries of each topic area and join the mailing list
for updates or other opportunities to be part of the

process.
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