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Meeting Summary
Date: 	Tuesday, September 14th, 2021
Location: 	Zoom Call
Attendees:		John Gelcich, Hopkinton
			Rachel Benson, Wrentham
Susy Affleck Childs, Barbara St. Andre, Rich Di Iulio, and Peter Pelletier, Medway
Gino Carlucci and Seth Molloy, Sherborn
Paige Duncan, Foxborough
Susan Nicholl, Office of Senate President Karen E. Spilka
Jeremy Thompson, 495/MetroWest Partnership
Anne Herbst and Jessie Partridge Guerrero, MAPC

Recorded by: 	Kasia Hart, SWAP Coordinator

Welcome and Introductions
Welcome to Brian Luther, who will be serving as the new SWAP subregional coordinator! Brian is a Municipal Services Specialist with MAPC’s Municipal Collaboration Department. In his time at MAPC, he's been the project lead on the North Shore Regional IT Collaborative, Regional Cost Comparison Study, the Human and Medical Coordinating Council Region 3D Coordinator, and a key contributor to many other technical assistance projects. 

Climate Resilient Land Use Strategies
Anne Herbst, MAPC Principal Environmental Planner, presented on a new catalogue of climate resilient land use strategies. This resource includes regulatory language and policy examples municipalities can use to integrate climate resiliency into land use planning decisions. This allows communities to avoid having to reinvent the wheel. Topics covered include: floodplain overlay districts, stormwater bylaws, wetland bylaws, drought, and high heat. Following Anne’s presentation, the group asked questioned and discussed local work.

· DEP is looking at updating their rainfall regulations
· Cornell and NOAA 14 good options, but still address current rainfall rates
· NOAA 14 + looking at 90% confidence interval, accurate for today’s rates but not forward looking
· Should look at NOAA ++, which more accurately reflects 2070 rates
· See supplemental memo from Anne for more details
· Tree protections: how do you implement this on scenic roads?
· Have other examples, but doesn’t address scenic roads 
· Hopkinton: just updated stormwater regulations to be in compliance with MS4, but concerns about increased rainfall rates. Looking to revise what rainfall projections to use
· Medway: also growing concern about climate change more broadly, but also increased flooding
· Could be helpful to have companion resources to help communities raise awareness about stormwater impacts
· Additional resources:
· https://www.thinkbluemassachusetts.org/
· https://www.centralmastormwater.org/

Anne and her team have some technical assistance funds available if municipalities are interested in pursuing zoning or regulatory changes. Please contact Anne at aherbst@mapc.org for more details.

2020 Census Presentation
Jessie Partridge Guerrero, MAPC Research Manager, presented on the recently released 2020 U.S. Census data and offered some insights for the SWAP subregion.

· Last month, the Census released redistricting data: population 2020, housing units (vacancy), race and ethnicity (including 18+), population in group quarters, all census geographies
· Published on the MAPC DataCommon 
· SWAP Trends
· Population: 8.2%
· Housing units: 10.6%
· Race and Ethnicity: consistent with trends in region
· Changes by race: White (-3%), Black (+ 30%), Native American (-5%), Asian (+102%), Multiracial (+296%) Latinx/Hispanic (+64%)
· Census releasing same redistricting data on 9/16
· Housing and demographics tables: estimated early/mid 2022
· Will include: population by detailed age categories; household tenure; year-round housing unit counts; cross tabulations of the data

Additional resources:
· https://donahue.umass.edu/business-groups/economic-public-policy-research/massachusetts-population-estimates-program/census-2020-data-for-massachusetts
· https://donahue.umass.edu/data/pep/dashboards/census2020_dashboard.html 

Community Exchange

· Pete Pelletier shared an update from the MPO, indicating they are working on addressing cost overruns issues and submitting a plan to the board for their consideration soon.
· Susan Nicholl from Senate President Spilka’s office shared that ARPA hearings are continuing in the Legislature, and they may have a bill by Thanksgiving. The Senate President also remains committed to moving vote by mail legislation and improving mental health care access, especially for kids.
· The 495/MetroWest Partnership has been reengaging their issue-specific committees, with upcoming housing and transportation meetings coming up soon. The Partnership is also undergoing their first strategic planning effort since 2008.
· Medway is working on their master plan update, and held a number of community engagement events over the summer. The Town recently issued an RFP for a consultant to explore the use of battery energy storage systems.
· A large age-restricted development in Sherborn just submitted a special permit application. The Town also recently completed a Complete Streets trail connect on the Upper Charles River and is working on the north section of the trail as well.
· There are a number of construction projects happening in Hopkinton. John will be presenting on form-based codes to the Zoning Advisory Board soon.
· Wrentham was recently awarded an MVP grant to make green infrastructure investments and develop a town-wide green infrastructure plan. The Town is working on the second phase of their master plan with MAPC.

Respectfully submitted as draft
Kasia Hart
Policy Analyst and SWAP Coordinator
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