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About GHHI

Vision: Advancing racial and health equity and opportunity through healthy
housing.

Mission: The Green & Healthy Homes Initiative is dedicated to addressing the
social determinants of health and the advancement of racial and health equity
through the creation of healthy, safe and energy efficient homes. By delivering a
standard of excellence in its work, GHHI aims to eradicate the negative health
impacts of unhealthy housing and unjust policies for children, seniors and
families to ensure better health economic and social outcomes in low-income
communities of color.

Operating Value: Ensuring racial equity in all policies, practices and actions




About GHHI - Where we work

* In addition to GHHI sites, GHHI
operates and manages a variety of
state and local projects across the

United States.

B Designated GHHI Site

B CollM Partner Site

B Technical Assistance Site

B State Strategic Plans
EEFA Partner Sites

I GHHI State
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El is characterized by an “inability of households to meet
basic household energy needs” (Hernandez, 2016)
. Ecpnlomlc Unaffordable energy bills; arrearages, financial
spira
. PFI)1ysicaI: Inferior housing and energy-related conditions
 Behavioral: Trade-offs, vigilant energy consumption,
alternative heating strategies, foregoing comfort

National Estimate: 37 million Americans are energy
insecure (1in 3 households)
* Primarily affects low-income households, African Americans
and households with children

Impacts
 Thermal discomfort and poor indoor air quality
* Trade-offs due to financial strain-foregoing other necessities
« Crisis- disconnection notices and shutoffs
 Psychological effects

Energy Insecurity: Defining Energy Hardship

One in three U.S. households faces a challenge in meeting
energy needs

Households that experienced energy insecure situations, 2015

percent of households
reported any household
energy insecurity
reduced or forwent basic necessities

to pay energy bill

received disconnection notice

kept home at unhealthy
or unsafe temperature
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Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration, Residential Energy Consumption Suney 2015




The Lived Experience of Energy Insecurity

» “It's kinda hard because you can never level out [the temperature]. With the temperature being so
cold, | even had to go and buy a heater because | cannot cut my heat up on 80, otherwise, I'm
looking at a six, or $700 light bill. At 68 degrees the house is not warm enough for us. That's even
with us putting on extra blankets on the bed... The apartment may not be insulated right, but I've
talked to the landlord about that. He has put insulation but its still cold in here. It's just certain rooms
are hot and others are cold you just can't get it leveled.” --African American Memphis resident,
interviewedin 2018

« “That furnace was in there since the house was built. It's one of those old-fashioned furnaces that
looks like an octopus with all the ducts everywhere. It needed to be replaced and I called the
heating/cooling person. He had gotten it to run before but then he said, there wasn’t nothin’that he
could do for it this time. He said | should find me another house to live or buy another furnace, which
would probably cost $10,000. That’s when | started using my stove to have a little heat.” -- African
American Detroit resident, interviewed in 2018




The Burden of Unhealthy Housing

Homes with environmental
hazards are making their
residents sick

Asthma is the top reason
students miss school

Parents miss work days to take
care of their sick children with
asthma

Over $100B in taxpayer
funding is spent each
year to address the
impact of these hazards
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Adverse outcomes on African Americans related to
energy insecurity

* Housing burden
* More likely to experience evictions, foreclosures, and other
forms of transient housing -> housing affordability issues

(Desmond and Kimbro 2015; Evans and Kantrowitz2002) oo =" e . . .
+ Energy burden and shut-offs Black families pay 31gn1.ﬁcantl§.f hlgher
- Spend the highest percentage of their incomeon energy ~ property taxes than white families, new
costs (Drehobl and analysis shows

* Ross 2016)

 More likely to experience disconnections (U.S. Energy
Information Administration 2017)

* Bundled burdens/economic trade-offs

 Forgoing food and medicine to pay for energy (U.S. Energy
Information Administration 2017)

Unfair property assessments lead to widespread overtaxation of black Americans’ homes




Adverse outcomes on African Americans related to
energy insecurity

 Health burdens
* Energy insecurity can lead to long period of stress that can lead to long-term health
problems (Geronimus 2000; Geronimus and Thompson 2004; Hernandez et al. 2016b)
* Increased burden of lead poisoning, asthma, unintentional injuries, hypertension (Bryant-
Stephens 2009; Green et al. 2013; Rauh et al. 2008)
« Extreme weather and climate impacts
» Often affected disproportionately by extreme weather events (Sharkey 2007)
* Less likely to have air conditioning and more likely to die from extreme heat (Klinenberg
2015; O’Neill 2005)

 Depletion of the resilience reserve
* Frequent stressors impact the ability to recover from traumatic events (Hernandez et al.
2018)




Promoting Equity with Energy Efficiency

Leading with Equity and Justice

» Need for EE, WX and electrification is caused in part by in the Clean Energy Transition:
- Racist and discriminatory housing policies Getting to the Starting Line for
 Residential segregation (Geronimus 2000;Massey and Denton 2003; Oliver and Residential Building Electrification
Shapiro 2006) P

* Historical disinvestment
» Denied accessto loans and other resources to improve housing conditions
(Aalbers 2006; Blumgart 2017;Woods 2012)

 Energy efficiency, weatherization, and electrification measures
* Include insulation, HVAC upgrades, window replacements, duct dealing, heat
pump installation
 Improve the quality and conditions of older buildings
 Lower energy bills, improved comfort and air quality
* Provide significant health and resilience benefits

MEMPHIS, TN Mapping

Inequality
Redlining in
* New Deal America

» Access to these programs and services are impacted by historical
inequities
 Health and safety hazards and poor housing conditions lead to deferrals,
thereby deepening inequities as benefits accrue to the most advantaged
« Many EE programs are available only to homeowners

e C "Definitely Declining”
WS M DHazardous”

Robert K. Nelson, LaDale Winling, R Ia d Marciano, Nathan Connolly, et al., lln” ng Inequality” American Panorama, ed.
Robe tA Nelson an di:’m rd L. Aye ceessed July 26, U I 111; Il richmond.edu/panorama/r 111111;\ #loc=11/39.293/-
76.862& city=baltimore-md; https: d hmond.edu/pa ma/redlining l =12/35.135/-90.118Ecity= n/l s-tn




Mississippi Healthy Housing Policy Project
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About this Project

« GHHI worked with local partners to collect information, community input, and
plan future efforts related to healthy housing

 Goal is to help communities reduce hazards in housing that impact health
through education, planning, workforce training, fundraising, and policy
development

* Funded by Mississippi State Department of Health Office of Lead Poisoning
Prevention and Healthy Homes Program




Burden of Unhealthy Housing in MS

L EA D '—%een & Healthy Homes
Mississippians ASTH MA

live in counties Over 235,000 Mississippians have asthma.
Rates of prevalence vary by race, sex, and age.

Initiative’ | Jackson

with increased

risk for lead
ex For every white 2 white Females
posure i st age 18+

HOME INJU RY. -y

mississippi has the

10th highest

rate of adult injury
related deaths for Americans

fires and burns, falls and poisening are significant contributing factors to that rate

£ C
1.3 white males AR 1.5 white females
age 0-17 age 0-17
3.2 black males 2.4 black females
age 0-17 " age 0-17 "

DATA SOURCE: MISSISSIPPI STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH (OFFICE OF LEAD POISONING PREVENTION & HEALTHY HOMES, ASTHMA PROGRAM, & HOME INJURY PREVENTION PROGRAM)
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Where We Are Working i

Communities by Public Health Region
* Biloxi

Greenwood

Hattiesburg

Jackson

Laurel

Meridian

MS Band of Choctaw Indians

Tuscalk
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Project Activities

« Researched housing characteristics and policies related
to property maintenance, health and safety

« Surveying local communities about housing and
neighborhood characteristics, local government
services, and related topics

* Providing ongoing education services about healthy
housing and lead poisoning prevention

« Supported local efforts for code enforcement, property
maintenance repair program implementation, and
financing

 |dentified future workforce training, fundraising, and
policy development opportunities
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Legacy of Housing Policies with Health Impacts
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Connecting Racial Discrimination in Housing and SDOH

over 300,000 households in Mississippi are cost burdened by housing and are more likely
to experience exposure to unhealthy housing conditions they are unable to address for
both financial and regulatory reasons

» 371,672 homeowners currently have a mortgage » Data on racial characteristics of renter occupied

loan and 381,219 homeowners do not have a
mortgage loan. About 58% of homeowners without
a mortgage loan make less than $50,000 a year.

» Racial characteristics of owner occupied housing
show thar 69% of households are White, 28.5% are
Black, and 2.5% are other or two or more races.

P The median household income for residents of
owner-occupied units is $55,904.

> Abour 142,056 of owner occupied units, or 19%,

pay 30% or more of their income on housing costs.

» About 296,160 housing units, or 39.3%, of owner
occupied units, were built before 1978."

housing show that 43.3% are White, 53% are Black,

and 3.7% are other or two or more races.

The median household income for residents of

renter-occupied units is $27,460.

About 157,197 housing units, or 44.7% of renter
occupied units, were built before 1978.

About 146,041 renter occupied units, or 41.5%, pay

309% or more of their income on housing costs."
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Disparities in homeowner/renter property maintenance enirenching

health disparities

Most Federal Housing Expenditures
Benefit Homeowners

Federal housing expenditures in billions, 2015

4150 billion

— Homeownership
— Other

120 —

Capital gains exclusion

30

0
Figure 3: Federal Housing Expenditures (2015) Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities™

Homeowners are more likely to live in
higher quality housing and have the
financial capacity to address needs

to improve housing quality or recover
from emergencies like flooding, pest
infestations, and other hazardous
conditions.

Households with fewer rental property
options are more likely to occupy units with
hazardous conditions (such as lead paint,
pests, water leaks, and poor ventilation),
units with poor thermal control, and more
likely to be overcrowded.
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Question: select the top three issues that apply to your home

Housing and Neighborhood Improvement Needs

The survey included a question that asked participants to review a list of 15 common housing issues and select the
three of greatest concern in their own homes. The results show a combination of efhciency and health concerns.

Most Common Responses

50%
40%
30%
20%
0%
Energy bills seem Windows leak air Mold or Chipping paint No carbon
too high dampness monoxide

detectors
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Questions: Select most common neighborhood quality Issues

Most Common Responses

50%
40%
30%
20%
0%

Litter in street  Floodingin Frequent  Grocery stores Feel Utility services

or heavy rain natural too far away unsafe/worried are bad or too

neighborhood disasters about crime expensive

spaces
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Focus Groups

How do we replace policies that result in exposure to unsafe conditions, eviction, displacement, and economic insecurity
with policies that enable housing repairs and improvement of health, safety, efficiency and affordability?

A\ AlA ; vonrnind vantal hnnetnn sn Al vetee s
Mold in occupiea rental nousing 1n VIssISSIpp)
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Barriers




