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R A C I A L  J U S T I C E  

&  M U N I C I PA L  G O V E R N A N C E



purpose 
to explore the deep systemic inequities related to how communities have been built, 
connected, resourced, and governed while exploring opportunities to meaningfully 
address these racial disparities through community-engaged policymaking.



not 
to convince you that what works in other communities will work in yours




R A C I A L  J U S T I C E  

I N  G O V E R N A N C E  &  F I N A N C E



objectives 
to consider policies that will help us better understand the problems 
of our underrepresented residents and to explore how we can put 
our municipal budgets to work to solve those problems.



introductions 
your affiliation


a question about this topic



introductions 
Brookline Select Board Vice Chair


How can we use municipal funds to support racial equity?



introductions 
 


 



G O V E R N A N C E



research 
 


 



representation 
 


 











community engagement 
 


 



breakout 
what are the underrepresented populations in your community? what 
steps have you taken to incorporate their voices in your policymaking?



your experiences 
 


 



community engagement 
 


 



community engagement plan 
outlines a set of specific outreach and public participation strategies with 
assigned roles and a timeline for new or reoccurring projects that will impact 
the community either at the neighborhood or citywide level.

 









outreach vs. engagement 
 


 



participatory governance 
processes that empower citizens to participate in public decision-
making. it has been gaining increasing acceptance as an effective 
means to tackle ‘democracy deficits’ and improve public accountability. 





language access 
providing Limited English Proficient (LEP) people with reasonable 
access to the same services as English-speaking individuals.



language access plan 
anyone receiving federal funding, even indirectly, is required to provide 
language access. all parts of a recipient's operations are covered, 
regardless of whether the recipient is only partially federally funded.



representation 
 


 



governance 
 


 



board diversity 
 


 



expanding the franchise 
 


 



16 & 17 year-old voting 
 


 



non-citizen voting 
 


 



F I N A N C E



budgets as value statements 
 


 



participatory budgeting 
a democratic process in which community members directly decide 
how to spend part of a public budget.

 





participatory budgeting 
 


 



ARPA 
 


 





ARPA 
 


 



CDBG 
 


 



community development block grants 
funding for infrastructure, economic development projects, public 
facilities installation, community centers, housing rehabilitation, public 
services, small business assistance, homeowner assistance, etc. 



safety net fund 
Please give to Brookline’s Safety Net Fund, providing emergency funding for rent, 
utilities, food and other needs to anyone who lives, works, or goes to school in 
Brookline. That includes Brookline’s METCO families, small business owners, and 
employees – all regardless of immigration or documentation status. Assistance is 
available in multiple languages. Call 617-277-8107 for support.



racial equity grant 
aims to provide grants to local nonprofit organizations, other entities, and 
community efforts that are working to address racial equity gaps that affect 
the quality of life for people of color in the areas of economic advancement, 
education, health and wellness, housing, and more. 



community preservation act 
a smart growth tool that helps communities preserve open space 
and historic sites, create affordable housing, and develop outdoor 
recreational facilities.



disparity study 
determines whether a government entity, either in the past or currently, 
engages in exclusionary practices in the solicitation and award of contracts 
to minority, and women‐owned, and disadvantaged business enterprises 
(MWDBEs).





discussion 
Which of these solutions has your community enacted? How has that worked out? 


Of those that haven’t been enacted, which could work in your community?



thanks. 
Which of these solutions has your community enacted? How has that worked out? 



