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Welcome and introduction

WRENTHAM

T Ineoraonated 1673

Helen Keller

Rachel Benson

Town of Wrentham
Director of Planning & Economic Development
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Steering Committee

Krista Andberg, Resident at Large
Debbie Exner, Resident at Large

Chris Gallo, Board of Selectmen

Julie Garland, Conservation Commission
John Jackson, Recreation Committee

George Labonte, Deputy Police
Chief/Resident

Jerry McGovern, Resident at Large
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Jeffrey Plante, Resident at Large
Beatrice Schembri, Resident at Large
Steve Schwarm, Planning Board

Alan Selling, Open Space Committee
Everett Skinner, Jr., Planning Board
Lauren White, Resident at Large

Becca Zitomer, Commission on Disability
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MAPC staff

Josh Fiala, AICP AIA
Principal Planner Senior Planner

Project Role: Project Manager Project Role: Historical & Cultural

Open Space & Recreation, Energy & Resources, Land Use
Sustainability

Andrea Harris-Long, AICP Courtney Lewis

Regional Land Use Planner Il
Project Role: Public Facilities & Services

N
Marah Holland Adi Nochur

Travis Pollack, AICP
Transportation Planner II Senior Transportation Planner

Senior Transportation Planner
Project Role: Transportation Project Role: Transportation
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Welcome and introduction
2. Land use and zoning

 Presentation
* Break-out discussion

3. Open Space and Recreation

 Presentation
* Break-out discussion

4. Transportation

 Presentation
* Break-out discussion

5. Next steps
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Meeting Logistics
* The Virtual Forum is being recorded and will be posted
online
* Participants will be muted during presentations
* Please use the chat function for comments or questions

* You will be invited to participate in Zoom polls
throughout the meeting

* Discussion will occur in small group discussion following
each topic presentation
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What is a Master Plan?

* Town-wide planning process
* Guide decision-making in Wrentham for the next 10 years

* Developed through a public process engaging residents and
Wrentham stakeholders

* Built on research, analysis, and community involvement
*Vision Statement, topic goals and strategies

* Topics include: land use, open space, transportation, historical and
cultural resources, community facilities, and energy and sustainability
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Phase | (2020 to Fall 2021)

*Vision Statement

Wrentham is a charming town, proud of its Downtown and open spaces and a great place to raise a family. By
2030, we aspire to:
* Continue to cultivate a community-oriented and welcoming culture for all, regardless of race, religion, or age
* Protect more farmland and open space for cultural heritage, scenic beauty, habitat, and water quality
* Become more walkable and bikeable with sidewalks and trails
* Strengthen the Downtown with more ‘Mom and Pop’ shops, small businesses, homes, and places to gather
* Maintain the rural landscape by promoting sustainable land use patterns and shifting away from sprawl
development
* Encourage diversity with a mix of housing options affordable to young adults, families, households with
lower-incomes, and seniors
* Ensure fiscal responsibility while maintaining high-quality infrastructure and services
To effectively pursue and strike a balance between these goals, we encourage transparent governance, strong
civic engagement, and volunteerism.

* Housing goals and strategies

* Economic development goals and strategies
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Project Timeline (Fall 2021 to present)

Town-wide Survey ' Draft goals
'Existing conditions Present goals to Committees/Boards

‘research
: : . Public forum on goals &
_ Interviews & § § strategies

- focus groups ’ ’ |

- Public - Draft Strategies

. forums ‘ = : :

| Public Open House
‘Issues & . | P
- opportunities : | : : |
report i i i - Final Plan

IDENTIFY ISSUES & OPPORTUNITIES GOALS & STRATEGIES PLANNING

FALL 2021 WINTER SPRING SUMMER FALL 2022
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Phase Il - Community Survey

« 777 respondents

- Distribution strategies
— Postcard mailed to every household
— Emails to volunteers, Town staff, Town boards, and other interested parties
— Fliers and emails to residents of The Point at Wrentham apartments
— Fliers at the Thanksgiving 5K
— Included in Wrentham Public Schools email
— Social media
— Hard copies at Town Hall
— Posting on electronic sign outside of Town Hall

« Open November 17 to December 20
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Master Plan
_ o

Open Space and
Recreation

Land Use and Zoning Open Space &

Recreation and

B a4
B
Energy and Sustainability | Land Use &
... A4
s
N

Public Services and
Facilities

Zoning ranked
highest

Transportation

Historical and Cultural
Resources
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Who is out there?

* Zoom audience polling questions:

*Do you live, work, and /or own a business in Wrentham?
*What is your age?

*What is your race or ethnicity?

*What is your household income?

*Have you participated in previous master plan events?
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i Land use and zoning
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Land Use

Quick Facts

- 43% residential
- 22% public land
- 12% commercial /industrial

Key Findings
Direct growth to downtown and other
existing centers to prevent sprawl
- Recent successful zoning reform
projects (downtown & Route 1)
-  Room for more zoning reform:
- Section 3A Compliance (MBTA
Communities)
-  Open Space Residential
Developments
- Use regulations
- Development regulations to
promote walkable
neighborhoods

L

Wrentham Master Plan
Land Use
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Existing

Land use Conditions
Key Findings [~ \ o L g

— Lack of public sewer limits the type Wrentham Master Plan '~ W
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— Continuing with targeted planning Open Space AL .
and zoning efforts can ensure: ®

- New development happens
where infrastructure already
exists

- Public investments are strategic
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walkable and bike-friendly

- Expanding housing options s v O

—

Foxborough

Sheldonville 8
Village Center o

ey wa

Plainville Pobuod by

Mo cguiltn Ave s Plumaing Cooredt
40 Tomgte Pana, beston, MA 0211 P
17) 9308700 4

Dot Sovrsen MANC, M awCid, Mand Ol

Wrentham 2030 Master Plan: Vision of Tomorrow Public Forum | March 22, 2022



Survey

Survey Findings:
~——

Phase | Survey Question: Where should
No, 4% new growth go?

Somewhat,

15% Downtown on vacant land behind South Street
Route 1

Near the Premium Outlets

Wrentham Development Center (owned by the
State)
Generally, Wampum Corner

yes, 81%
Other

Sheldonville

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%
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i “There is so much lost potential at the
. Wrentham Development[al] Center. Having this
site developed could be a win-win for WDC and
Wrentham residents. Every time | walk there, |
envision the building being utilized for artists,
housing, [and students].” ]

'.\“u

“Mly priority would be more [small business]

: development downtown and in Wampum Corner”

L o
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Survey

Phase | Survey Question: Where should

new growth go?

Downtown on vacant land behind South Street

Route 1

Near the Premium Outlets

Wrentham Development Center (owned by the
State)

Wampum Corner

Other

Sheldonville
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Survey
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Wrentham Master Plan
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3%

Town Center 79% 68% I W Pedestrian-friendly retail, restaurant,
or office
Route 1 32% 28% 64%

M Pedestrian-friendly retail, restaurant,
or office with housing above (mixed-

Near the Premium Outlets 31% 28% 31% use)
Wampum Corner 29% 25% 2%
m Smaller scale, auto-oriented retail,
restaurant, or office
Sheldonville 18% 15% 3%

Larger scale, auto-oriented retail,

Nowhere 6% 9% 25% .
restaurant, or office

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Draft

Land Use | Draft Goals

- Promote walkable neighborhoods in existing village centers to
avoid sprawl

- Advance preservation of open space and rural landscapes

- Continue strategic planning and zoning efforts to help shape how
growth occurs

- Leverage public and private investments to strengthen existing
centers

- Partner with the State to help shape the future of the Wrentham
Developmental Center

Encourage sustainable development that maximizes existing
infrastructure, promotes walkable, connected neighborhoods, and
protects rural lands and open space.
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Land Use

and Zoning

Land Use and Zoning
Break-out Discussion
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Open space and recreation

chk Facts
3,200 acres (23%) of
Wrentham land is permanently
protected open space

- 1,740 acres is open space with
limited protection while
receiving tax benefits

Key findings

-  Open space protection is of
highest priority to the community

- Big Apple Farm and Cook’s
Valley Farm are unprotected
and vulnerable to development

-  Open Space Committee is
actively working land protection

- Population growth has been
correlated with loss of open
space in Wrentham, but it could
be different.

Wrentham 2030 Master Plan: Vision
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Open space and recreat Conditions

Quick Facts A A AN
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Survey

Open space and recreation

Create new multi-purpose trails 72%
Improve walking/ biking access to parks and open space 67%
Invest in the Town Common and Sweatt Park I 65%
Invest in Sweatt Beach, more lake access | 43%
Improve parks for seniors, children, and people with disabilities | NG 37%
Improve existing playgrounds and playing fields I  34%
Create more picnic areas and pavilions for outdoor events I 27%
Host more community events and classes for all |GG 2 7%
Create new off-leash dog areas NG 14%
T Other [ 9%
“Since Covid, people have rediscovered
outdoor spaces and this would bring a  : 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

lot to our community”

3 Y
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Survey

Protect water quality | G55
Protect active farms and farmland || N 55
Protect areas of wildlife habitat and connections between them || NG 52
Improve and maintain walking trails || | | R, 45%
Protect wetlands | NN 27%
Protect scenic views, such as on Arnold Street | EENRNRNENEGEGEGEGEGEGEGEGEGE 25%
Reduce or diminish flooding |l 9%
Other |l 3%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
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Draft

Open space and recreation

Potential draft goals (responding to existing condition and survey themes)

- Protect watersheds and maintain water quality
- Advance open space preservation and protection

- Expand multimodal connections and access to open space and recreation (for example,
the Metacomet Greenway)

- Invest in and improve existing resources, recreation facilities, and programs
strengthening accessibility and inclusiveness

« Protect sensitive habitats and wildlife corridors
« Others?

Protect the Town'’s natural resources while improving the open spaces and
recreation amenities, facilities, and programs that support a high quality of
life.
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Open Space

Recreation

Open Space
Break-out Discussion
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Transportation

chk Facts

96 total miles of roadway, 26
miles are state roads

Avg household drives 80 miles
per day

Only 25% of Wrentham’s streets
have sidewalks on at least one
side, only 2% have sidewalks on
both sides; No bicycle facilities
More than $15 million in funding
is needed to repair existing
roadways

Vehicle crashes average about
350 crashes per year

Pedestrian activity doubled over
the past two years

Bicycle activity more than
doubled in 2020, but then fell

below pre-pandemic levels in

2021
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Transportation ol

Wrentham Master Plan

Key findings / | | \ ‘

« The car-centric nature of Wrentham limits Sidewalks and Walking Trails
the ability for residents to use other means )
of transportation, such as walking, rolling, = ;’_V:"“"?k“""s
. ° ° . — OldewdlIKs
biking, and public transit. T Wit o
Water Franklin

- Safe, accessible, and enjoyable walking
infrastructure is lacking throughout town,
but highly desired by residents.

Open Space

"' Foxborough

* Opportunities for a greater range of
mobility options exist in Wrentham, but
additional program support is needed.

don Road

{
o~ Weg Street—

“Shel,

« Downtown parking is plentiful, but better

N

management of existing spaces would allow { ! R
for more efficient usage. ~ e ety e, ol
% Plainville Produced by: 7 7

« Although nearly 70% of the town’s street S \ e b A O )
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crucial streets in Wrentham’s downtown e
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Survey

Survey Findings: Transportation

Improve safety at high-collision intersections G 59%

Make it safer/easier to walk to/within Downtown GGG 49%
Make it safer/easier to walk/bike to school GGG 45%
Improve and maintain roadways I 338%
Make it safer/easier to walk throughout Town GG 38%
Reduce vehicle speeds through Downtown/residential... HEEEEEE—_—————— 3 7%
Make it safer/easier to park Downtown G 37%
Better manage or reduce truck traffic G 31%
Improve the Route 1 corridor I 24%
Other I 21%
Expand the 1-495/Route 1A interchange I 15%

Improve public transit, including commuter rail I 12%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%
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Survey

“Extremely interested in

Downtown I 71%

the bike path ;
deve[opment” Other parks and recreation areas |G 33%
!&. &
w Rice Recreation Area NN 25%
D —— . Cwentt Bench 25
Sidewalks on busy streets  :
would make running and biking Nowhere, | prefer to drive I 17%

from home possible in Schools N 15%
Sheldonville.”

\«.‘w/—/ Wrentham Premium Outlets [l 7%

Other I 6%

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

i “More accessible transportation Places of worship [l 4%
options for people with disabilities
. [o) o, o, 0 [o)
AND seniors” 0% 20% 40% 60% 80%
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Survey

Town Common
Wampum Corner

Premium Outlets

Rhode lsland

Most # of responses in
] one area

Wrentham 2030 Master Plan: Vision of Tomorrow Public Forum | March 22, 2022



Draft

Transportation

Potential draft goals (responding to existing condition and survey themes)

- Assess parking needs and implement parking management strategies in Wrentham'’s
downtown

- Decrease dependance on single-occupancy, private vehicles and increase use of GATRA's
transit options in Wrentham

- Support walking, biking, and rolling infrastructure, especially walking infrastructure within
and connecting to the downtown as well as other key destinations

- Increase roadway safety for all road users, especially the most vulnerable (people walking and
biking, children, seniors, people with disabilities)

- Plan for electric and autonomous vehicles, as well as other potential future transportation
technologies

Encourage sustainable mobility that maximizes existing infrastructure,
promotes walkable, connected neighborhoods, and contributes to
environmental health.
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Transportation
Break-out Discussion
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Next steps

— Join us next Tuesday March 29th for the second forum of this series:
- Historical and Cultural Resources
« Community Facilities and Services
- Energy and Sustainability

— Review of the questions, comments, and feedback gathered

— Refinement of the goals, and development of strategies

— Next Master Plan Committee Meeting on April 28th, 2022
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— Register for the event at:
https://mapc.ma/Wrentham-forums

Join us for two Master Plan Public Forums!

Please register for one or both events at:

Come share your ideas at two public forums about the key
issues and opportunities facing Wrentham and the goals that
should be identified to address them.

The topics at the first public forum will include land use, open
space, and transportation. The topics at the second public forum
will include historic and cultural resources, community facilities
and services, and energy and sustainability.

This pair of public forums is part of the Vision of Tomorrow: 2030
Master Plan process, which has included two town-wide surveys,
focus groups, in-depth analysis, and more and will culminate in a
Master Plan to guide the Town’s priorities for the next 10 years.

To learn more please visit the project webpage:

Wrentham 2030 Master Plan: Vision of Tomorrow

Tuesday, March 22
7:00PM - 8:30PM
Zoom Meeting

(with in-person option)

Topics: fand use, open space, transportation

Tuesday, March 29
7:00PM - 8:30PM
Zoom Meeting

(with in-person option)

Topics: historic and culftural resources, community
facifities and services, energy and sustainabifity

WRENTHAM 2030

VISION OF TOMORROW

MASTER PLAN
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— Visit the project webpage at:
www.mapc.ma/WrenthamVision

WELCOME 10

§ WRENTHAM

Helea Keller

VISION TIMELINE RESOURCES

News & Updates WRENTHAM 2030
VISION OF TOMORROW

MASTER PLAN

Next StePS Draft Existing Conditions Overviews Available. These documents outline the

Attend our March forums! Come share current state of land use, zoning, open space, recreation, natural resources, and

your ideas at two public forums about the transportation in Wrentham.

Koy selesand CRROMTURIES faclng Download Draft Land Use and Zoning Existing Conditions

Wrentham. Both events will be held on

Zoom. Download Draft Open Space, Recreation, and Natural Resources Existing
Conditions

¢ Tuesday, March 22, 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
This forum will focus on land use, open Download Draft Transportation and Connectivity Existing Conditions

space, and transportation.
a Tiiacdau Marrh 7Q 7nm tA 220 A m
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Phase Il Survey Results Released. 777 people filled out the survey, which was
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