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What is the Charles River Climate Compact?

Definition

The Charles River Climate Compact is a voluntary partnership of communities in the 
Charles River Watershed, convened by the Charles River Watershed Association 

(CRWA) that work on climate adaptation by sharing information and experiences 
and taking a watershed view of climate adaptation and mitigation strategies.

The Climate Compact addresses challenges such as precipitation-based flooding, sea 
level rise, extreme heat, and ecosystem health through regional collaboration and 
information sharing, and addresses how actions and policies of a single community 

impact neighboring or downstream communities.



What is the Charles River Climate Compact?

27 out of 35 
communities 

are in the 
Climate 
Compact



Project Background

Funding source: 

MAPC’s Technical Assistance Program (TAP) and District Local Technical Assistance (DLTA) Program

Project Goal:

Develop a regional Climate Resilience Strategic Plan for the Charles River Climate Compact

CRCC Mission
The Charles River Climate Compact’s mission is to work collaboratively to increase climate resilience 
for people, and the natural ecosystems in the Charles River watershed by taking a regional approach 

to implementing climate adaptation and mitigation solutions.
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Project Tasks
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Key Terms
Vision
Your hope for the future of the 
watershed
“Watershed communities are working together to 
prepare for, and be resilient to, climate change impacts.”

Goal
An objective the CRCC will aim 
to achieve
“Develop a shared understanding of future flood 
impacts to guide decision making across the 
region.”

Value
A principle or standard to guide 
decision-making and prioritization
“Maximize co-benefits of climate actions that amplify 
quality of life, health, and well-being for all residents.”

Strategy
A tactic used to achieve a goal
“Build a watershed scale flood model."




