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Equity in Sustainability 
Initiative

• Partnered with the 
Racial and 
Environmental Justice 
Committee (REJC) to 
apply the Just 
Providence 
Framework – a set of 
principles developed 
by frontline 
community members 
of Providence



Create an equitable, low-carbon, and climate resilient 
future for Providence



Energy Democracy 
Community Leaders Program

• Series of compensated workshops for a cohort of frontline 
community members (summer of 2018)

• Ensure community had the resources and information needed 
to make decisions about energy in Providence:

– How energy is produced, distributed and consumed

– The impact of fossil fuels on communities of color

– Strategies for energy democracy possible for Providence 
including those addressing major polluters, transportation 
and buildings

• Peer-led interviews of frontline community members



Climate Justice Plan



Community Choice 
Aggregation

We can use our 
community’s combined 
buying power to bring 

local, renewable energy 
to everyone affordably



American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funding for electrification



Municipal building/capital 
investments

• Municipal building and capital 
investments should include 
community collaboration and 
prioritize buildings most used by 
frontline communities and/or 
located in Green Justice Zones
– Environmental justice populations

– Human-caused pollution and 
natural hazards

• Trusted city-owned or non city-
owned sites (recreation centers, 
schools, community libraries) as 
potential resilience hubs



THANK YOU
City of Providence


