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• Welcome

• Introduction to MAPC

• Breakout Group Discussions

• What does equity in climate planning mean to you?

• Presentation: MAPC's Net Zero Playbook Equity Framework 

Overview

• Panel: Equity in Climate and Clean Energy Planning and 

Implementation

• Overview Presentations, Panel Discussion, Audience Q&A

• Wrap-up

Agenda



101 municipalities

1,440 square miles

Nearly 3.2 
million residents



MAPC’s Clean Energy Department

Regional Clean
Energy Projects

Climate and Clean Energy 
Planning & Policy

Clean Energy 
Technical Assistance



Caretaking Announcements: Zoom

Participants will be 
muted until breakout 

groups are formed

Please share your 
name and video 

if able

Use the chat 
for questions

and comments



Breakout Group 
Discussions

What does equity in climate planning mean to you?



Framework 
for Equity

Available at https://www.mapc.org/net-zero/playbook/

https://www.mapc.org/net-zero/playbook/


Defining Equity



Equity

A practice that takes into consideration the 
history, policies, power structures, and culture 

of a community and responds to these 
existing dynamics by calibrating tools and 

resources according to each population’s needs.



Other Terms

Equality

Treating all groups the 
same without taking into 
consideration existing 
dynamics

Diversity

The presence of different 
groups, populations, and 
identities in a community

Inclusion

Diverse groups have access 
within the community



Who are We 
Talking About?

Race

Socio-Economic Class

Ability

Immigration Status

Gender & Sexual Orientation

Language

Age



Why Equity



Holistic Planning Framework
Focused on the benefits of carbon mitigation:

Energy EquityEnvironmental Public HealthEconomic



The Cost of Business as Usual

Map from the MAPC Metro Mayors 
Climate Smart Cities Tool

Moderate

High

Very High

None

Impervious 

Surface

Intent does not equal impact



Source: Recognizing Energy Inequities for Building Decarbonization, 
Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships (NEEP)

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/28fb21bf54294fa8b22f374fdf536be8


Intersection 
of Solutions

Urban 
Heat Island 

Effect

Poor 
Indoor Air 

Quality

Housing 
Insecurity

Affordable
Net Zero 

Buildings



Implementing Equity



Sample Evaluation Framework

For each strategy in the climate action plan, answer:

Who has been 
historically 

impacted by 
this issue?

Who will be most 
impacted by the 

types of changes 
to our climate we 

expect to see?

How will the 
benefits of this 

strategy be 
distributed?

And any 

harms?

Whose 
voices need more

representation 
in decision 

making on this 

strategy?





Speakers

Shayna Hirshfield-Gold, 

Climate Program Manager, 

City of Oakland

Emily Koo, 

Director of Sustainability, 

City of Providence

Ibrahim López-Hernández, 

Sustainability Manager, 

City of Chelsea and Revere, 

Town of Winthrop



Thank you!

• Look out for webinar series future events in the new year!

• We would love feedback on this event. Please fill out this quick survey:

https://mapc.ma/3HxNHaE

Questions? Please contact Francelis Morillo Suarez at fmorillosuarez@mapc.org.

https://mapc.ma/3HxNHaE
mailto:fmorillosuarez@mapc.org

