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Webinar Agenda:

1. Introductions

2. Program Overview and Priorities

3. Grant Types and Timeline

4. Resources and Project Examples

5. Q&A



Program Overview

✓ Deploy actionable interventions through local 

projects, policies, and strategies.

✓ Facilitate long-term changes and readiness 

for climate change impacts.

✓ Advance climate equity, regional 

coordination, and social cohesion.

Accelerate climate resilience in the region 

by helping municipalities advance strategies 

that protect people, places, and communities 

from the impacts of climate change



ACR Program Priority Areas

Nature-based solutions for climate 

resilience

Municipal climate resiliency 

policy

Capacity building through 

coalitions or convenings 

Innovative financing or 

infrastructure investment models

Contributions to social resiliency 

or cohesion

Combined mitigation and adaptation 

strategies

Local food systems or agricultural 

resiliency measures

District-scale climate resiliency 

pilots

Public outreach, marketing, artistic, cultural 

projects to advance knowledge & action



Examples of Climate Action

Image credit: City of Calgary (CAN) Climate Change Program



Equity and Climate Resilience

Not everyone is affected equally by climate change. Existing social factors and 

inequities shape how people experience climate impacts and climate adaptation 

strategies.

MAPC seeks to elevate projects that will advance climate equity, regional coordination, 

and social cohesion particularly for populations or neighborhoods most vulnerable to 

climate change.

Race

Socio-

economic 

class

AgeGender & 

Sexual 

Orientation

Language

Immigration 

StatusAbility



Centering Equity in Your Projects

For each project, consider:

Who has been 
historically 
impacted by this 
issue?

Who will be most 
impacted by the 
types of changes 
to our climate we 
expect to see?

How will the 
benefits of this 
strategy be 
distributed? And 
any harms?

Whose voices need 
more

representation 
in decision making 
on this strategy?



Resilience Community of Practice

✓News & Updates

✓ RCOP Buddies

✓Workshops and site visits

✓Member directory



Accelerating Climate Resilience Speaker Series

Conversations with experts and practitioners 

from across the country who can speak to the 

ways they are perceiving and advancing 

resilience.

Past events include conversations about the 

effects of sea level rise on municipal 

budgets, climate resilience and racial justice, 

building social resilience through art, and 

empowering youth movements on climate.



FY24 ACR Invitation for Proposals

Now accepting applications! 

Deadline to submit: September 15th, by 5PM

One-year grants, up to $50,000 per project

Eligible project types:

• Technical assistance or design

• Capital, construction projects

• Capacity building initiatives
Visit www.mapc.org/acceleratingresiliency 
to download forms.

http://www.mapc.org/acceleratingresiliency


FY24 ACR Grant Timeline

Task Deadline

Expression of Interest & Office Hours July 17 – August 11, 2023

FY2024 Invitation for Proposals Open August 15, 2023

Proposals Due September 15, 2023

Award Announcements November 2023

ACR Project Start & End Date January – December 2024

Mid-Year Reporting June 30, 2024

Project Completion and Final Reporting December 31, 2024



Evaluation Criteria

• Target at least one of the nine Program Priorities

• Identify one or more specific climate risks and how the project will strengthen 

resilience

• Demonstrate feasibility through an achievable scope of work and timeline, project 

team capacity, and realistic budget

• Be designed and implemented with an equity lens

• Demonstrate meaningful engagement and support from the public, or a clear path for 

generating public support

• Create opportunities for learning, replication, and the development of best practices.

Projects that advance climate equity and directly benefit climate vulnerable 

populations are given higher priority



Questions about Program Overview and Logistics?



Municipal Resilience Zoning, Regs, Financing*

* If zoning project includes Town Meeting adoption, keep in mind the timeline!



Exploring synergies between climate adaptation and 

mitigation and other co-benefits

District-scale pilots



Improvements to social resiliency or cohesion



Outreach, marketing, or arts and culture projects that 

advance climate change knowledge or action.



Local food systems or community agriculture resiliency 

measures



Capacity building through coalitions or convenings



Check out Appendix C for more potential project examples! 



Tools & Resources

• Regional Climate Vulnerability Index & Mapping Tool

http://climate-vulnerability.mapc.org/ 



Tools & Resources



Proposal Tips & Recommendations

- Regional collaboration!

- Connect your project with your municipal planning efforts. The 
grant is to advance implementation of planning efforts. 

- Project readiness and capacity are important - partner if you can.

- Leverage other local, state, and/or federal funds. 

- Community support can make or break a project. 

- Prioritize climate equity.

- Be clear of your proposed deliverables.



Questions & Discussion



Heat Preparedness Week 2023: Climate 
Change is a Public Health Issue

• August 20th – 26th: highlighting the 
public health impacts of extreme heat 
and climate change 

• Includes: irregular weather patterns, 
increased air pollution, increased 
risk of infectious diseases

• Provides opportunities for CBOs and 
municipalities to provide resources and 
raise awareness on heat issues

Each day, we'll focus on a different theme:

• Monday, August 21: Introduction to 

Extreme Heat

• Tuesday, August 22: Housing and 

Transportation

• Wednesday, August 23: Schools and 

Workspaces

• Thursday, August 24: Open Space and 

Social Cohesion

• Friday, August 25: Recap



Additional MAPC Happenings

Registration: mapc.ma/60th-Registration

Email: 60thAnniversary@mapc.org

https://mapc.ma/60th-Registration
mailto:60thAnniversary@mapc.org


Thank You!
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