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Cemetery Preservation in the Pioneer Valley



In this quiet valley, as in the palm of 
Nature’s hand, we shall sleep well when we 
have finished our day.
  Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1855



Keepers of Stories



Outdoor Museums



Quiet Open Spaces



Places of Refuge



Invisible.



Invisible.



Invisible.



Misunderstood.



Misunderstood.



Costly.



Costly.



Costly.



Unavailable.





Reclaiming under-used roads



Reclaiming under-used roads



Maximizing underdeveloped land



Unavailable.



Unavailable.



Unavailable.



Unavailable.



Final Thoughts
▪ Uncover the stories; identify artisans
▪ Preserve as open spaces and homes to flora and 

fauna

▪ Improve curb appeal
▪ Tell the stories
▪ Implement sustainable approaches
▪ Broaden interment options



Thank You
Longmeadow Cemetery Association

City of Northampton
City of Salem

Town of Wilbraham
City of Pittsfield
Town of Adams

Town of Sunderland
City of Newport, Rhode Island

City of Portsmouth, New Hampshire
City of Rochester, New York
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