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Demolition Delay Quick Summary

ÅMedford has an 18-month demolition 
delay for buildings 75 years or older. 
ÅWas six months, and only for pre-1900 

buildings, but changed in 2018 because the 
time was ineffective to dissuade change. 
Applicants built it into their timeline and did 
nothing. Could also be circumvented.

ÅThe time now requires action, or it becomes 
a self-imposed penalty to wait it out. Most 
applicants work with the Commission and 
come to a resolution.



Recording Buildings

ÅAn MHC inventory form is created 
(if one does not already exist) for every
demolition review.
ÅMedford hires a consultant. We must 

follow procurement requirements.

ÅInventory provides a minimum amount 
of information consistently. Our 
reviews are fair to the buildings we are 
reviewing.

ÅNo matter the outcome, the form ends 
up on MACRIS so there is a record.



Types of Mitigation

ÅMitigation is the process of looking for 
a solution that avoids total demolition.
ÅAdvocating Sale

ÅReusing the Building

ÅRehabilitation, not Necessarily Restoration

ÅDesign Review

ÅTax Credits, Grants, and CPC Funds

ÅLocal Historic Districts

ÅDocumentation
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