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Part I: Exploring Black History





Mission
To ensure that the stories of 
Newburyport’s early Black 
residents, businesses, and 
neighborhoods are made 
accessible to the public and 
becomes part of the city’s 
collective identity.

Founding Members:  Geordie Vining; Kabria Baumgartner; Cyd Raschke  



A Series of 
Historical 
Interpretive 
Signs 



Part II: The Stories We Tell









Part III: Community Collaboration 



Working with Local 
Organizations 

• Friends of William Lloyd 
Garrison

• Museum of Old Newbury

• Newburyport Public 
Library & Archival Center



Media Coverage 

aa



Tips & Advice
• Explore archival records in your town or city and consider the 

following questions: 
1. What or whose stories are missing and ought to be told?  
2. How would a historical interpretive sign help residents and 

visitors better understand those stories and your 
community’s history?

• Find collaborators who are interested in doing rigorous historical 
research and telling hese stories.

• Engage community members and local leaders every step of the 
way.

• Partner with local organizations (YWCA, the public library, etc.).

• Contact a local university’s Public History program (i.e., 
Northeastern, Tufts, Salem State, etc.) and inquire about potential 
areas of mutual interest and support. 

• For funding, check whether your town or city has adopted the 
Community Preservation Act. Consider applying for a Mass 
Humanities grant.

https://masshumanities.org/
https://masshumanities.org/


Thank You.
https://www.cityofnewburyport.com/planning-
development/newburyport-black-history-initiative
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