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Massachusetts Climate & Energy Policy

Mandates to 
mitigate greenhouse 

gas emissions, 
drive efficiency, 

and deploy clean energy

Programs and regulations 
that implement mandates 
and achieve climate, clean 

energy, and consumer-
focused outcomes

A focus on 
equity, affordability, 

economic opportunity, 
and environmental justice



• Future of Gas (Department of Public Utilities' (DPU) Order 20-80)

• Established a new strategy to guide the evolution of the natural gas distribution industry to clean energy 

to help the Commonwealth achieve its greenhouse gas emissions reduction requirements through 

decarbonization, electrification, and the adoption of pilot programs for new technologies, while 

minimizing additional investment and costs to protect ratepayers.

• Everett Marine Terminal (EMT) Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) facility

• Required the local gas distribution companies (LDCs) to transition away from reliance on the EMT LNG 

facility consistent with the Commonwealth’s climate and clean energy goals, including DPU Order 20-80.

• Electric Sector Modernization Plans (ESMPs)

• Approved the state’s electric distribution companies (EDCs) strategic roadmaps to enable an equitable 

and cost-effective clean energy transition in Massachusetts and support the Commonwealth’s 

decarbonization and electrification goals, consistent with the 2050 Clean Energy and Climate Plan.
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Recent DPU Orders Catalyzing OET's Work
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• Established May 1, 2024, this first-in-the-nation Office of Energy Transformation is charged 

with: 

• Enabling the hands-on execution of the clean energy transition, including:

• gas-to-electric transition coordination, 

• electric grid readiness, and

• a just and equitable transition for workers, businesses, and communities.

• Establishing an Energy Transformation Advisory Board ("ETAB" or "Advisory Board") to 

accelerate cooperation, understanding, and action among all stakeholders to transform the 

energy ecosystem.

OET and Advisory Board
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Mission and Structure

Energy Transformation Advisory Board
To provide guidance and recommendations on strategic direction to the OET and focus area work groups to execute the 

energy transition, including gas-to-electric transition coordination, electric grid readiness, and the just and equitable 

transition for workers, business, and communities.

Decarbonizing the Peak

To develop a coordinated strategy to 

reduce and ultimately eliminate the 

LDCs' reliance on the Everett Marine 

Terminal LNG facility aligned with 

DPU Order 20-80 and the state’s 

climate and clean energy mandates, 

including those established in the 

Global Warming Solutions Act.

To identify alternative mechanisms for 

financing/funding electricity distribution 

system infrastructure upgrades 

necessary to achieve the 

Commonwealth’s clean energy and 

climate mandates that minimizes 

impacts on consumers' electricity bills, 

while providing an affordable, 

sustainable, and timely source of 

revenue to support investments.

To demonstrate pathways to reduce 

reliance on and expeditiously eliminate 

fossil fuels from peaking power 

plants and combined heat and power 

facilities (CHP) and deploy alternative 

demand and supply side options to 

meet peak load needs in the 

Commonwealth, in alignment with the 

electric sector sublimits and clean 

energy goals established in the 2050 

Clean Energy and Climate Plan.

Transitioning Away from 

EMT

Financing the Transition



• Decision-making to follow a methodical approach.

• Each FAWG will launch with a webinar and follow same phased approach:

• Start with understanding the issues and perspectives and assessing current state.

• Identify and evaluate alternatives and potential solutions.

• Conduct implementation assessment and make recommendations. 

• Success requires:

• Commit and align

• Engage and enable 

• Implement and sustain
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Approach and Process

Phase I – 
Assess Current 

Status and 
Needs 

Phase II – 
Identify and 

Evaluate 
Alternatives and 

Solutions 

Phase III -- Conduct 
Implementation 

Assessment and 
Make Recommendations



• Breadth of energy ecosystem represented on Advisory Board

• FAWGs open to all to participate and engage

• Direct public engagement

• Participate in local, regional, and national conferences and events
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Participation and Engagement

FAWGs will launch in October via a webinar open to all stakeholders, with materials posted to OET site. 

 



Adjourn

Thank you!
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