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Webinar Agenda:

❖ Program Overview and Priorities

❖ Grant Types and Timeline

❖ Resources and Project Examples

❖ Q&A



Program Overview

✓ Deploy actionable interventions through local 

projects, policies, and strategies.

✓ Facilitate long-term changes and readiness 

for climate change impacts.

✓ Advance climate equity, regional 

coordination, and social cohesion.

Accelerate climate resilience in the region 

by helping municipalities and community 

partners advance strategies that protect 

people, places, and communities from the 

impacts of climate change



ACR Program Priority Areas

Nature-based solutions for climate 

resilience

Municipal climate resiliency 

policy

Capacity building through 

coalitions or convenings 

Innovative financing or 

infrastructure investment models

Contributions to social resiliency 

or cohesion

Combined mitigation and adaptation 

strategies

Local food systems or agricultural 

resiliency measures

District-scale climate resiliency 

pilots

Public outreach, marketing, artistic, cultural 

projects to advance knowledge & action



Examples of Climate Action

Image credit: City of Calgary (CAN) Climate Change Program



Equity and Climate Resilience

Not everyone is affected equally by climate change. Existing social factors and 

inequities shape how people experience climate impacts and climate adaptation 

strategies.

MAPC seeks to elevate projects that will advance climate equity, regional coordination, 

and social cohesion particularly for populations or neighborhoods most vulnerable to 

climate change.

Race

Socio-

economic 

class

AgeGender & 

Sexual 

Orientation

Language

Immigration 

StatusAbility



Centering Equity in Your Projects

For each project, consider:

Who has been 
historically 

impacted by this 
issue?

Who will be most 
impacted by the 
types of changes 
to our climate we 

expect to see?

How will the 
benefits of this 

strategy be 
distributed? And 

any harms?

Whose voices need 
more

representation 
in decision making 

on this strategy?



Tools & Resources

MAPC's Climate Vulnerability Index for Metro Boston

MAPC's Municipal Net 

Zero Playbook's 

Framework for Equity



Tools & Resources

MA Office of Environmental Justice & Equity - Mapping & 

Engagement Resource

Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP)'s 

Guides for Equitable and Actionable Resilience 

(GEAR)



Centering Equity in Your Projects (cont.)

Resources:

• MAPC's Climate Vulnerability Index for Metro Boston https://climate-

vulnerability.mapc.org/

• MAPC's Municipal Net Zero Playbook's Framework for Equity https://www.mapc.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/03/03052020-Playbook_Framework-for-Equity.pdf 

• MA Office of Environmental Justice & Equity - Mapping & Engagement Resources

https://www.mass.gov/orgs/office-of-environmental-justice-equity-oeje 

• Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP)'s Guides for Equitable and Actionable 

Resilience (GEAR) https://resilient.mass.gov/GEAR 

https://climate-vulnerability.mapc.org/
https://climate-vulnerability.mapc.org/
https://www.mapc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03052020-Playbook_Framework-for-Equity.pdf
https://www.mapc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03052020-Playbook_Framework-for-Equity.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/office-of-environmental-justice-equity-oeje
https://resilient.mass.gov/GEAR


Resilience Community of Practice

✓News & Updates✓Workshops and site visits

✓Member directory



Accelerating Climate Resilience Speaker Series

Conversations with experts and practitioners 

from across the country who can speak to the 

ways they are perceiving and advancing 

resilience.

Past events include conversations about the 

effects of sea level rise on municipal 

budgets, climate resilience and racial justice, 

building social resilience through art, and 

empowering youth movements on climate.



FY26 ACR Invitation for Proposals

Accepting applications! 
*Now open to Non-Municipal 

Leads with 501(c)(3) status

15-month projects, up to $50,000 per project

21-month projects up to $125,000 per project

Eligible project types:

• Technical assistance or design

• Capital, construction projects

• Capacity building initiatives
Visit www.mapc.org/acceleratingresiliency 
to download forms.

Deadline to submit: 

May 30, 2025, by 5PM 

**Online Submission**

http://www.mapc.org/acceleratingresiliency


Non-Municipal Led Applications

- Eligible organizations are defined as local 501(c)(3) community-based organizations 

(CBOs), tribes, and Indigenous communities. 

- CBOs without 501(c)(3) status are encouraged to partner with their municipality to 

submit an application.

- To qualify for grant review and selection, non-municipal led applications must include 

a letter of support from a municipal staff member or official.



FY26 ACR Grant Timeline
Deadline

Expression of Interest Form (EOI) / Office Hours March 24 – April 14, 2025

FY2026 Invitation for Proposals Open April 18, 2025

Informational Webinar May 1, 2025, 3PM

Workshop for Non-municipal led applications May 6, 2025, 12PM

Proposals Due May 30, 2025, by 5PM

Award Announcements August 2025

ACR Project Start & End Date ~August 2025 – November 2026 (15-mo projects)

~August 2025 – June 2027 (21-mo projects)

✓ All funded projects will also be required to submit the preliminary scope update and mid-year and final reporting

*This is a reimbursement type grant



Grant contract 
completed

Grantees work on 
3 months of final 

planning (i.e., 
continue 

community buy in, 
meet with project 
partners, research 

procurement 
needs, etc.)

Updates to scope 
submitted to 

MAPC

MAPC approves 
updated scope

12 month or 18 
month of project 

timeline continues

New This Year: 3 Month Preliminary Period



Questions about the grant program 

and/or FY26 application process?



Evaluation Criteria

• Target at least one of the nine ACR Program Priorities

• Identify one or more specific climate risks and how the project will strengthen 

resilience

• Demonstrate feasibility through an achievable scope of work and timeline, project 

team capacity, and realistic budget

• Be designed and implemented with an equity lens

• Demonstrate meaningful engagement and support from the public, or a clear path for 

generating public support

• Create opportunities for learning, replication, and the development of best practices.

• Demonstrate regional collaboration  

Projects that advance climate equity and directly benefit climate vulnerable 

populations are given higher priority



Improvements to social resiliency or cohesion



Capacity building through coalitions or convenings



Exploring synergies between climate adaptation and 

mitigation and other co-benefits

District-scale pilots



Local food systems or community agriculture resiliency 

measures



Outreach, marketing, or arts and culture projects that 

advance climate change knowledge or action.



Check out Appendix C for more potential project examples! 



Proposal Tips & Recommendations

- Regional collaboration!

- Prioritize climate equity.

- Connect your project with your municipal planning efforts. The 
grant is to advance implementation of planning efforts. 

- Project readiness and capacity are important - partner if you can.

- Leverage other local, state, and/or federal funds. 

- Community support can make or break a project. 

- Be clear of your proposed deliverables.



Questions & Discussion



Upcoming: Writing Workshop for Non-Municipal 

Applications

- Non- Municipal entities applying 

as a lead applicant are invited to 

our Writing Workshop

- May 6th, 12-1 pm

- Register today! 

Photo Credit: City of Everett



MAPC in partnership with the Center for Climate and Health at Boston University School of Public Health 
(BUSPH), is hosting a regional symposium titled Fostering Collaborations: A Symposium to Advance 
Equitable Heat Health Actions.

The symposium aims to engage with and foster constructive dialogue among key stakeholders across 
sectors. By bringing together experts and leaders from academic, state and municipal governments, 
healthcare institutions, community-based organizations, foundations, and advocacy groups in the region, 
we will help bridge the gap between research and practice. 

Date: June 18, 2025
More information forthcoming!



Stay Tuned! 

Upcoming 
Release of the 
Climate 
Resilience 
Playbook



Thank You!
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