Regional EV Strategy Working Group Meeting Notes
September 11, 2025 - 1-2:30pm

Forthcoming Changes to Federal EV Tax Credits

Speaker: Emily Pape, Electrification Coalition

Contact Information: epape@electrificationcoalition.org and

brandt@electrificationcoalition.org

Emily provided a short introduction to the Electrification Coalition, a nonpartisan, non-

profit organization, and then summarized the phase-out of federal EV tax credits.
The New EV Policy Landscape: OBBBA and Beyond

o

Under OBBBA (One Big Beautiful Bill Act), federal EV tax credits - New Clean
Vehicle Credit (30D), Used Clean Vehicle Credit (25E), and Commercial Clean
Vehicle Credit (45W) - are set to expire on September 30, 2025.

The Alternative Fuel Vehicle Refueling Property Credit (30C) will terminate by June
30, 2026.

The Advanced Manufacturing Production Credit (45X), which supports the
manufacturing of clean energy components, will be phased out over time and end
by 2034.

Tax Credits & Elective Pay: What You Should Do Now

o

o

o

Elective pay, established under the 2022 Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), lets tax-
exempt entities claim federal EV-related tax credits as a cash payment from the
IRS, instead of needing tax liability. While OBBA ends EV tax credits for new, used,
and commercial vehicles after September 30, 2025, other IRA clean energy credits
are under review, and some payments have been frozen or delayed.

The Electrification Coalition recommends making all EV purchases before
September 30 of this year to take advantage of available tax credits and offers
resources to support buyers.

The Electrification Coalition also offers annotated tax forms and flow charts for
some of the tax credits. While these forms may change next year, the Coalition will
provide updated and relevant information.

Frequently Asked Questions

o

o

All public and non-profit entities are eligible to file.

A vehicle does not have to be “in service” by September 30, 2025 to claim vehicle
credits. However, a written binding contract and a payment made (hominal down
paymentis acceptable) are needed by September 30, 2025.
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o While no tax return, grant program, nor incentive is 100% guaranteed, IRA tax
credit rebate checks have continued to be issued and received to-date.

e Question: What counts as a binding contract?
o A purchase order may work; but it does need to have two signatures to qualify. The
IRS is also offering office hours next week.

Overview of Rebates/Incentives Available in Massachusetts

Speaker: Alison Felix, MAPC (Metropolitan Area Planning Council)

Contact Information: afelix@mapc.org

e Alison shared a chart detailing EV Rebates available in Massachusetts, showing the
amounts and what the rebate is for. Below is a summary of these rebates:

e MOR-EV Standard: Provides rebates to help accelerate the adoption of zero-emission
vehicles, from light-duty passenger cars to medium and heavy-duty trucks.

e MassEVIP: Is a set of rolling grant programs to support the deployment of Level 1 and
Level 2 EV charging stations for different use cases that include: public access,
workplace, fleets, and multi-unit dwellings. Mass-EVIP grants typically cover 60 to 100
percent of installation costs, up to $50,000 per site. Note: there was a recent
announcement to allocate an additional $16 million to this program through fiscal year
2026.

e Utility Make-Ready: A program where the utility pays for a significant portion of the
electric infrastructure costs needed to prepare a site for EV charger installations. This
funding aims to bring down costs for property owners such as businesses, municipalities,
and multi-unit housing. Costs can be further reduced by combining make-ready funding
with other programs, and enhanced incentives are included for sites located in Environmental
Justice communities.

e Green Communities Grant Program: Supports municipalities in reducing energy
consumption and promoting sustainability. Municipalities can receive funding for fuel
efficient vehicles and the installation of charging stations.

e Fleet Assessments: National Grid, Eversource, and MassCEC all offer no-cost fleet
assessments. Fleet assessments can help public fleet owners reduce costs and
emissions as well as plan strategically for the future.

e Purchasing Resources: Public agencies may purchase vehicles and infrastructure
through contracts offered by the Operational Services Division (OSD).

o Ata later EV working group session, there will be an in-depth discussion about the
VEH 122 contract (Advanced Vehicle Technology Equipment, Supplies, and Services),
which is scheduled to replace the VEH 102 contract this fall.
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e Question: Has the Eversource Make-Ready program run out of funding?
o Thereis currently funding available for multi-unit dwellings. Additional funds are
expected to support other use cases (e.g., public sites), but the timeline for this
refunding is presently not known.

EVICC’s Second Assessment

Speaker: Mark Scribner, Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs

Contact Information: mark.r.scribner@mass.gov

e Background: Mark provided background on the Electric Vehicle Infrastructure
Coordinating Council (EVICC). Established in August 2022, EVICC brings together state
agencies, legislative leaders, and planners. EVICC is tasked with developing strategies to
enable an equitable, interconnected, accessible, and reliable EV charging network in
Massachusetts. Its Initial Assessment was filed on August 11, 2023, followed by the
Second Assessment on August 11, 2025.

o |nitial Assessment: Key takeaways from the Initial Assessment include:

o Additional EV charging infrastructure is needed to meet the Commonwealth’s
2030 climate goals.

o The customer charging experience needs improvement. EV charging has become
increasingly important, frequently cited by prospective customers, with four out of
five top concerns now related to EV charging.

o Massachusetts should prioritize charger access for “garage orphans”, renters,
and rural communities.

o Alack of grid capacity poses challenges to deploying the needed amount of EV
chargers.

o The state should better promote its EV charger incentive programs and availability
of EV charging.

e |nitial Assessment Recommendations: Key recommendations of the Initial Assessment
included:

o Enact “Right to Charge” legislation.

= Status: Initial legislation for condos passed; developing legislation to
expand access.

o Expand curbside and overnight charging access.

= Status: $11M+ allocated; programs launched targeting multi-unit dwellings.
o Prioritize investments in underserved communities.
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= Status: New EVICC-funded programs focus on environmental justice and
rural communities.

e Second Assessment: Mark shared an outline of the Second Assessment’s goals, plans,
and actions. Along with the release of the Second Assessment, MassDEP announced $46
million to support the strategic buildout of EV chargers.

©)

Progress: Considerable progress has been made since the Initial Assessment. The
total number of EV charging ports has increased by about 50% between August
2023 and May 2025. Massachusetts ranks fourth in the number of EV chargers per
capita and first in charger density.
Programs in Place or Under Development: Massachusetts has programs in place
or under development to support nearly every aspect of EV charging.
Where We Hope to Go:
= EV charger deployment currently faces significant headwinds, including
federal program and investment tax credit roll backs and market and cost
uncertainties. Public funding remains an important tool in driving EV
charging deployment.
= The current pace of EV charger deployment needs to triple to meet the EV
adoption benchmarks included in the state’s Clean Energy and Climate
Plans (CECP) by 2030. Given existing headwinds and the need to increase
deployment, Massachusetts must be more strategic, improve efficiencies,
be proactive, and improve the EV charging experience.
Multi-Family Residential Charging: Expanding access to EV charging for residents
of multi-unit dwellings (MUD) without off-street parking is essential to ensuring
equitable participation in the EV transition.
State EV Charging EV Priorities: State and utility programs should focus on:
= EV charging opportunities that have the highest value for Massachusetts
drivers and where state and utility programs can have the greatest impact.
= EV charging opportunities that maximize emissions reduction benefits and
support multiple high-value use cases.
= The equitable buildout of EV charging infrastructure.
Recommendations:
= Existing state and utility programs and initiatives should continue to fund
EV charging infrastructure for public use, MUDs, workplaces, and fleets.
= Existing programs should make improvements to better align with high-
value EV charging opportunities and better unlock private funding. This
includes, butis not limited to: minimizing eligibility overlap, improving
customer communications, targeting high value DCFC opportunities, and
ensuring funds are utilized on intended use cases.
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o EV Charging Program Gaps: The following gaps in the EV charging network and
existing program offerings should be prioritized:
= Ensuring a baseline of fast charging along secondary transportation
corridors.
=  Supporting residents without off-street EV charging.
=  Deploying Medium and Heavy-Duty fleet charging.

o Consumer Experience Considerations: Consumer Experience Considerations
include: reliability, data sharing, consumer disclosure and payment, and plug &
charge (a feature for EVs that lets drivers start a charging session by plugging their
car into a charging station without the need for a credit card or app).

e Question: MassDEP’s EVIP program requires grant recipients to include an ADA parking
compliant parking space. However, this is a major limitation. Has this issue been raised
before?

o Yes, this concern has been raised before. While guidance is available on
evaluating sites for ADA compliance, Mark will look into this further to learn more
about this concern.

e Question: How granular is the information for identifying charging opportunities along
secondary corridors?
o The details are fairly granular and grid units are used to identify potential
opportunities.

Update on National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) Program

Speaker: Chris Aiello, Massachusetts Department of Transportation
Contact Information: christopher.j.aiello@dot.state.ma.us

e Background: Chris provided an overview of the federal NEVI program, which provides
funding for states to install DCFC charging infrastructure along Alternative Fuel Corridors
(AFCs). He also presented the NEVI Segment Status Map, updated in August 2025.

e Updated Guidance on Key Changes: The recently released federal guidance for the NEVI
program includes the following key changes:

o The 50 mile-requirement has been replaced with “appropriate distance between
stations.”
The one-mile requirement from an AFC appears to have been relaxed.
There is more flexibility on the status for being “fully built out.”
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e The updated guidance does not appear to relax the requirements for CCS (combined
charging system), right of way rules, or change procurement rules.

e Question: Canyou provide an update on the timeline for site selection?

o This process is ongoing, but the selected sites should be publicly announced

soon.

Municipal Updates & Questions

e Question: Winchester is planning to install EV chargers behind the Town’s public safety
building. When will Eversource reopen program funding? The timing will affect when
Winchester applies for funding and begins planning for its public safety vehicle fleet.

o As of the August 12th announcement, the funding has been replenished. EEA will
verify to confirm that it is back in effect and will look into the status of utility
funding.

e Question: Wiil the new VEH-122 statewide contract include site design and installation
services?
o TheVEH-122 contract willinclude an expanded range of advanced vehicle
technology equipment, supplies, and services compared to the existing VEH-102
contract. The contractis expected to open in early October.

News & Resources

Speaker: Alison Felix, MAPC

e Last month, the Healy-Driscoll administration announced the allocation of $46 million to
support the strategic buildout of EV chargers across the state.

e Last May, an Affordable Cars Coalition was formed through the U.S. Climate Alliance.
There are currently 13 member states, including Massachusetts.

e AltWheels Fleet Day will take place on October 6.

e MAPC’s EV Webpage has been updated and has a more reader-friendly layout.
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