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NOTIFICATION OF RECORDING 
This meeting will be recorded. MAPC may choose to retain and distribute the 
video, still images, audio, and/or the chat transcript. By continuing with this 
virtual meeting, you are consenting to participate in a recorded event. The 
recordings and chat transcript will be considered a public record. If you do 
not feel comfortable being recorded, please turn off your camera and/or 
mute your microphone, or leave the meeting.
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Today’s Lesson 
Lesson Questions

• How do I achieve and maintain Green Community designation? 
• How can I track and analyze my municipality’s energy use? 
• How can I use MEI to identify and prioritize energy projects?

Lesson Objectives 
• Understand the five Green Communities Criteria and annual reporting 

requirements. 
• Set up and organize data onto MEI.
• Identify trends, errors, and gaps in energy data.
• Use advanced project planning tools.
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Rate your level of agreement with the following 
statements: 

• I understand the Green Communities program 
requirements and resources available.

• I can set up and organize data on MEI.
• I can identify trends, errors, and gaps in energy data 

and use advance project planning tools on MEI.

Introductory Polls
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1 = Strongly Disagree
2 = Disagree
3 = Neutral 
4 = Agree 
5 = Strongly Agree



Mark Rabinsky

Deputy Director

Department of Energy Resources, 

Green Communities Division

6

Meet the Instructor



Agenda
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Time Duration Topic
1:00-1:10 10 mins Welcome, Introductions, and Lesson Overview
1:10-1:20 10 mins Q&A on Green Communities
1:20-1:30 10 mins What is MEI?
1:30-1:50 20 mins Organizing Municipal Data
1:50-2:25 35 mins Reports
2:25-2:40 15 mins MEI+ Features
2:40-2:55 15 mins Questions
2:55-3:00 5 mins Next Steps & Evaluation
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Overview

MassEnergyInsight
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Green Communities
Facilitation and 

Management
Main Contacts: Mark Rabinsky, Kira 

Moodliar, Regional Coordinators

Optimiser
Data Management, Site 

Design
Key Personnel: Gamaliel Lodge, 

Keith Freeman

UMass Amherst
Help Desk, FAQ updates

Key Personnel: Lauren Mattison, 
Mary Kraus
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• Signed by the chief elected or appointed 
official for a municipality, or by the 
superintendent to create/update an 
account associated with a regional 
school district.

• Submit the letter via email to your 
Regional Coordinator. It doesn’t need to 
be mailed.
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Newsletter

• Access the newsletter sign up 
through the FAQ

• View old newsletters in the 
FAQ
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Beta Site

• Click on the Try the new Beta Site on the 
home screen 

• Much faster speeds! 

• This site uses live production data!

• Users can return to the old site at any time – 
though we will be switching to the new site 
permanently later this year

• Please report any to MEI support. Screen 
shots are helpful.

2025 Beta Site is now live!



Who needs to sign the MEI authorization letter?
• Town Clerk
• Planning Director
• Municipality’s chief elected or appointed official
• Utility
• Green Communities Regional Coordinator

Learning Check!
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Basic Site Navigation



17

Organizing Data
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Delivered Fuels

Delivered fuels

• Unlike natural gas and electricity, delivered fuels aren’t necessarily used in the month 
they are entered into MEI. 

• This may affect weather-normalization. Note that, weather normalization needs more 
than 12-months of data to calculate.

Behind the meter solar needs to be treated like a delivered fuel and entered directly 
into MEI. 

Oil, Propane, Diesel, Wood, and Gasoline 
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Organizing Data
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Reports

Reviewing and Analyzing Data
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Reviewing and Analyzing 
Data
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Large Changes in Energy 
Use
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Large Changes in Energy Use



Which has more MMBTUs: 1,000 kWh of electricity 
from Solar PV or 1,000 kWh of grid electricity?
• Solar PV
• Grid
• Equal

Learning Check!
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MEI+ Features
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MEI+



Can a Green Community transfer vehicles between 
departments?
• Yes, ONLY if the new vehicle meets the FEV policy.
• Yes, ONLY if the vehicle being transferred is more fuel-

efficient than the vehicle it is replacing.
• No. vehicles cannot be transferred between 

departments.

Learning Check!
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Questions
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2025-2026 Calendar (subject to change)

Opportunity 2025 2026

Green Communities Competitive Grant Oct. 22 April 10

Regional School District Decarbonization Grant Sept 5 March 6

Municipal Decarbonization Roadmap Assistance Nov. 28 March 27

Green Communities Summit Nov. 18 Fall - TBD

Climate Leader Communities Technical Support Nov. 28 May 29

Designation Deadlines (Green Communities & Climate 
Leader Communities)

Dec. 31 June 30

Climate Leader Communities Decarbonization 
Accelerator

Aug.1 Feb. 6

Annual Reports Due Nov. 7 N/A
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Green Communities Contacts
3
1

Southeastern MA:

Lisa Sullivan

Lisa.M.Sullivan@mass.gov

617-312-4018 - cell

Western MA: 

Chris Mason
Christopher.Mason2@mass.gov.gov

857-753-2159  - cell

Central MA: 

Kelly Brown
Kelly.Brown@mass.gov

617-780-8144 - cell

Northeastern MA: 

Dillan Patel
Dillan.Patel@mass.gov

857-283-1264 - cell

Joanne Bissetta, Director - Joanne.Bissetta@mass.gov

Mark Rabinsky, Deputy Director – 

Mark.Rabinsky@mass.gov

Sign up to receive our E-Blasts

mailto:Lisa.M.Sullivan@mass.gov
mailto:Christopher.Mason2@mass.gov
mailto:Christopher.Mason2@mass.gov
mailto:Kelly.Brown@mass.gov
mailto:Dillan.Patel@mass.gov
mailto:Joa.Bissetta@mass.gov
mailto:Mark.Rabinsky@mass.gov
https://www.mass.gov/forms/green-communities-updates
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Annual Reports

• Please see the Annual Report timeline in the 
MEI FAQ

• MEI office hours will give you a chance to 
discuss your questions with the MEI and Green 
Communities team in live zoom sessions:

• Tuesday, October 7 at 11am
• Friday, October 31 at 10am
• Wednesday, November 5 at 10am

Due November 7th at 5pm 

https://massenergyinsight.createsend1.com/t/j-l-wulphd-l-i/
https://massenergyinsight.createsend1.com/t/j-l-wulphd-l-i/
https://massenergyinsight.createsend1.com/t/j-l-wulphd-l-k/
https://massenergyinsight.createsend1.com/t/j-l-wulphd-l-k/
https://massenergyinsight.createsend1.com/t/j-l-wulphd-l-u/
https://massenergyinsight.createsend1.com/t/j-l-wulphd-l-u/


Thank You!



Next Steps

• Submit Annual Report: Nov 7
• Please take 3-5 mins to please 

complete the anonymous 
evaluation form (link in chat) 
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Upcoming Events: 
- October 6: Training on Grant Reporting 

Requirements

- October 22: Office Hours

- October 27: Training on Mass Save 
Program & Incentives



Thank you!
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