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Zoom Logistics

• Please enter questions in the chat box

• To use the chat, click on the “chat” icon at the bottom of your screen, type in 

your question, and hit enter. 

• Remain on mute

We reserve the right to expel anyone at any point should they disrupt the 

meeting for any reason. Similarly, we may need to end the meeting early and 

will follow-up with participants.



Accelerating Climate Resilience Speaker Series

Conversations with experts and practitioners 

from across the country who can speak to the 

ways they are perceiving and advancing 

resilience.

Past events include conversations about the 

effects of sea level rise on municipal 

budgets, climate resilience and racial justice, 

building social resilience through art, and 

empowering youth movements on climate.
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About Arts & Culture Department

Since 2017, MAPC’s Arts and Culture 

department has been supporting 

cultural planning, public 

art, and policy-making

across the region to ensure that arts and 

culture can thrive.



How do we understand climate engagement?

Climate engagement is active involvement of communities and institutions in co-

learning, discussing, and acting on climate-related challenges and opportunities. 

This practice acknowledges that residents are co-knowledge holders 

and change agents of climate change and aims to build shared 

understanding, connection, and agency around climate futures. 

Understanding that climate impacts are layered 

onto histories of disinvestment, exclusion, and 

environmental injustice, we approach the work 

through an equity lens to explore the cultural, 

social, and historical dimensions of climate change.



Why do we bring in Storytelling?

Enrich the meanings 

of climate change

Elevate voices of 

community

Expand climate 

narratives beyond 

vulnerability to 

collective resilience



What do we do?

• Build a regional network of climate 

resilience practitioners and creatives

• Work with artists in developing creative engagement 

methods and tools to support municipalities and 

community-based organizations

• Increase equitable access to spaces for 

local knowledge exchange



Animals Are Cool



Animals Are Cool
Tropical 

Resilience 
Lounge



Heat Oral History Kit



Arts-based and nature-based programming to 

build connections and inspire environmental action



Story of Climate-Migration

▪ The United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) estimates that, on 

average, 21.5 million people 

were displaced annually due to 

weather-related events from 

2008 to 2018. 

▪ By 2050, there will be 1.2 billion 

people displaced globally due to 

climate change



Elevate Voices in Climate Storytelling

ThePhoto by PhotoAuthor is licensed 
under CCYYSA.



Mission: To provide community and support for land stewards 

creating climate resiliency



Rural Regeneration Storytelling Program
This program celebrates the many forms storytelling takes. 2025 storytellers hosted people on their 

farms, taught classes, wrote poems, spent time with state and federal policymakers, were interviewed on 
radio shows and podcasts, published op-eds, and spoke at community events. 

Betty Brennan, Potomac, IL Paul Mairet, Lake City, MN Leanna Goose, Leech Lake
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I get to do this as my job!
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In 2019 and 2021, the Museum of Science 
supported and organized two regional campaigns 
in 25 Greater Boston communities with support 
from NOAA’s Climate Program Office.
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Public Forums
Forums engage 

participants in 

deliberative, inclusive 

conversations about 

climate hazards.

Forums use interactive 

games and expert-led 

discussion 

to engage diverse 

community members, 

scientists, and 

policymakers and help 

them share perspectives 

and learn from one 

another.



David Sittenfeld (he/him/his)

Director, Center for the Environment

dsittenfeld@mos.org



Questions?



Thanks for joining!

Accelerating Climate Resilience Speaker Series

Stay tuned for more climate resilience 

webinars in the coming months!
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