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Agenda

• Intro Polls

• What is DataCommon
o Background

o How does it support munis/planners

o Demo

• HMW improve DataCommon (with feedback from subregions like you)
o Additional data / data tabs

 What we are planning 

 What do you want to see?

o Community profiles -> subregional profile
 What we are planning

 What would you want to see?









What is MAPC DataCommon?
DataCommon is MAPC's Open Data portal that brings together data 
from the Census Bureau, state agencies, municipalities, and 
MAPC's work and reformats it in a way that makes it easy to see and 
download town-by-town and regional statistics.
Launched in 2006, it is one of the longest running public agency 
open data portals in the country! (And 2026 is the 20th Anniversary)



How DataCommon supports planners and 
municipal staff
• MAPC pulls data from a variety of sources and enriches that data 

to make it more useful/relevant to our municipalities and region
• This data is made available for anyone to download in a variety of 

formats
• Currently 413 datasets available across a variety of topics
• We also publish "Community Profiles" with curated/important 

data pre-filtered to each municipality and visualized with charts 
and graphs.



DataCommon: 
Data Browser 

What can you do?
• Search datasets by:

• Name
• Topic 
• Data Source
• Geography

• Preview metadata to see
• A table description
• What fields the table includes
• What dates the data is available for



DataCommon: 
Community Profiles
What can you do?
 Explore data for your municipality or 

subregion across a range of topic areas

 Download the tables behind the 
visualizations

 Download the data visualizations to 
use in your own presentations and 
reports



Demo
Data Browser
- Find a dataset
- Explore the dataset in browser
- Download the Dataset for local use

Community Profiles
- Find a municipality
- View insights / grab metrics
- Download filtered/crosstab data



Questions?



Re-investing in a new DataCommon

• After many years of just maintaining the current data and features, 
we are re-investing in DataCommon to improve its data, features 
and functionality

• We are particularly interested in improving DataCommon to better 
support planners in their work, including plan production work.



Additional Data and 
Data Tabs
What's planned
• Digital Equity / Computers and 

Internet data (Complete)
• Municipal finance data 

(Complete)
• Arts & Culture data
• Language access data



Additional Data and Data Tabs: Discussion

What do you think?
• What do you think about the planned additional data 

topics? How might you use that data or what specific 
insights might you want/need?

• What additional data or insights might support your 
work?



Community + 
Subregional Profiles
What's planned / ideas
- Support for additional links + 

content? (links to plans, links to 
MAPC projects)

- Data + viz organized by plans / 
plan type (i.e. HPP, OSRP, etc.)

- Maps / web mapping
- Municipal logins / muni-

submitted content



Community and Subregional Profiles: 
Discussion

What do you think?
• What do you think about the planned feature updates? 
• What additional features or functionalities might support 

your work?



What kind of data do you look for the most?



Keep in Touch + Links!
Stephen Larrick
MAPC Digital Services Manager
Slarrick@mapc.org
978-846-4099

Alexa DeRosa
Regional Planning Data Analyst II
aderosa@mapc.org

• DataCommon website
• DataCommon "staging" site
• Website feedback form
• Data request/feedback form
• Features "roadmap"

mailto:Slarrick@mapc.org
mailto:aderosa@mapc.org
https://datacommon.mapc.org/
https://datacommon.mapc.org/
https://staging.datacommon-react.mapc.org/
https://staging.datacommon-react.mapc.org/
https://airtable.com/appqSr3MqAkN1GCfb/pagdcSeY2bc4rblam/form
https://airtable.com/appqSr3MqAkN1GCfb/pagdcSeY2bc4rblam/form
https://airtable.com/appvsTkjC3FUe4yZ1/pagrTq8UqNU1zcrCL/form
https://airtable.com/appvsTkjC3FUe4yZ1/pagrTq8UqNU1zcrCL/form
https://airtable.com/app3LpG05CtIRpj7q/shrjyxtabxUYXL2zp
https://airtable.com/app3LpG05CtIRpj7q/shrjyxtabxUYXL2zp
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