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Agenda

e Intro Polls

* What is DataCommon
o Background

o How does it support munis/planners

o Demo

 HMW improve DataCommon (with feedback from subregions like you)
o Additional data / data tabs
= What we are planning
= What do you want to see?
o Community profiles -> subregional profile
= What we are planning

= What would you want to see?



1. How regularly do you need to access data as part of your work? (Single choice)

10/10 (100%) answered - O skipped

ﬂ%—|

20%

10%

B Pretty reqularly Mot that often ® Only in the context of developing plans or conducting studies @ Pretty much never



2. How comfortable are you working with data (e.g., identifying appropriate dataset, downloading data, analyzing data)? (Single choice)

10/10 (100%) answered - O skipped

0%
0% —'—_l

50%

B Very comfortable, can do it all independently Generally okay, but | need to check with someone else that I' m doing itright ® lcand: 4 172 P



3. Have you used DataCommon before in your work? (Single choice)

9/10 (90%) answered = 1 skipped

— 22%

@ Ves, it' s great! Yes, but | didn' t find it useful B No, | have other ways of accessing data | need W No, I didn’ t know it existed



What is MAPC DataCommon?

DataCommon is MAPC's Open Data portal that brings together data
from the Census Bureau, state agencies, municipalities, and
MAPC's work and reformats it in a way that makes it easy to see and
download town-by-town and regional statistics.

Launched in 2006, it is one of the longest running public agency
open data portals in the country! (And 2026 is the 20th Anniversary)

¥ DataCommon



How DataCommon supports planners and
municipal staff

* MAPC pulls data from a variety of sources and enriches that data
to make it more useful/relevant to our municipalities and region

* This data is made available for anyone to download in a variety of
formats

* Currently 413 datasets available across a variety of topics

* We also publish "Community Profiles" with curated/important
data pre-filtered to each municipality and visualized with charts

and graphs.
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[ ]
. P f o Salem
O I I I I I I u I | I t r O I l e S & Salem is categorized by MAPC as a Subregional Urban Center. These communities are characterized by urban-scale downtown core surrounded
3 o by more suburban residential neighborhoods. New growth takes the form of redevelopment in downtown or industrial areas, and greenfield

development on the periphery.

What can you do? ——

‘ Demographics ‘ Economy ‘ Education ‘ Governance ‘ Environment ‘ Housing ‘ Public Health | Transportation ‘ Digital Equity ‘ Municipal Finances ‘

=  Explore data for your municipality or
SUbregion aCrOSS a range Of tOpiC areas Housing Cost Burden Housing Units Permitted

= Download the tables behind the
visualizations o
= Download the data visualizations to
use in your own presentations and
reports -

@ OwnerOccupied @ Renter Occupied @ Multi Family Units @ Single Family Units -

‘ 60 Temple Place, Boston, MA 02111 €17-923-0700 datacommon @mape.org Data Feedback Webstte Feedback MAPC spatial data hub Follow MAPC H

MAP®




Demo

Data Browser

- Find a dataset

- Explore the dataset in browser

- Download the Dataset for local use

Community Profiles

- Find a municipality

- View insights / grab metrics

- Download filtered/crosstab data



Questions?



Re-investing in a new DataCommon

* After many years of just maintaining the current data and features,
we are re-investing in DataCommon to improve its data, features
and functionality

* We are particularly interested in improving DataCommon to better
support planners in their work, including plan production work.



@ DataCommon
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What's planned . .
* Digital Equity / Computers and = ZZZ
Internet data (Complete) -
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* Municipalfinance data - g :.:::; ------- .
(Complete)
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Median download speed Median Percent or Percent of upload tests at or

 Arts & Culture data A

* Language access data

Legend

Digital Equity

Additional Digital Equity Resources




Additional Data and Data Tabs: Discussion

What do you think?

* What do you think about the planned additional data

topics? How might you use that data or what specific
Insights might you want/need?

* What additional data or insights might support your
work?



2 DataCommon Community Profiles Datasets Gallery

North Shore Task Force [NSTF]

This subregion contains 16 municipalities. The charts below show aggregated data for all municipalities in this subregion.
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What's planned / ideas Sl
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- Support for additional links + -

content? (links to plans, links to - .

MAPC projects) =

- Data + viz organized by plans / -
plan type (i.e. HPP, OSRP, etc.) R e S T

-  Maps/web mapping

- Municipal logins / muni-
submitted content

Addition:




Community and Subregional Profiles:
Discussion

What do you think?
* What do you think about the planned feature updates?

* What additional features or functionalities might support
your work?



What kind of data do you look for the most?

Options Responses :::
Demographics 9/10 (90%)
Housing 8/10 (80%)
Environment/Clean Energy 3/10 (30%)
Education 2/10 (20%)
Municipal Finance 2/10 (20%)
Transportation 4/10 (40%)

Other 1/10 (10%)



Keep in Touch + Links!

Stephen Larrick Alexa DeRosa
MAPC Digital Services Manager Regional Planning Data Analyst ||
Slarrick@mapc.org aderosa@mapc.org

978-846-4099

e DataCommon website

e DataCommon "staging" site
* Website feedback form
* Datarequest/feedback form

* Features "roadmap”



mailto:Slarrick@mapc.org
mailto:aderosa@mapc.org
https://datacommon.mapc.org/
https://datacommon.mapc.org/
https://staging.datacommon-react.mapc.org/
https://staging.datacommon-react.mapc.org/
https://airtable.com/appqSr3MqAkN1GCfb/pagdcSeY2bc4rblam/form
https://airtable.com/appqSr3MqAkN1GCfb/pagdcSeY2bc4rblam/form
https://airtable.com/appvsTkjC3FUe4yZ1/pagrTq8UqNU1zcrCL/form
https://airtable.com/appvsTkjC3FUe4yZ1/pagrTq8UqNU1zcrCL/form
https://airtable.com/app3LpG05CtIRpj7q/shrjyxtabxUYXL2zp
https://airtable.com/app3LpG05CtIRpj7q/shrjyxtabxUYXL2zp
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