2026-27 Municipal Energy and Sustainability Managers Academy: Cohort 2 Application

About the MESM Academy: The Municipal Energy and Sustainability Managers (MESM) Academy is a no-cost training program for new municipal energy and sustainability staff across the Commonwealth. Our goal is to empower and equip municipal staff with the knowledge, skills, and abilities to effectively lead local energy efficiency, clean energy, and climate initiatives in their communities. In addition to technical training, participants have access to a peer learning network, office hours, and other professional development opportunities.
The MESM Academy is generously funded by the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center (MassCEC) and offers three training cohorts. We are currently recruiting for Cohort 2, which is anticipated to run from late September 2026 through July 2027). Our primary audience is  Community First Partnership (CFP) Energy Advocates interested developing skills for municipal energy and sustainability manager roles, and municipal energy mangers who are new to their role within the last year.
For more information about the MESM Academy and eligibility requirements, please review the FAQs below. If you have trouble using this form or for any questions, please contact mesm@mapc.org.  

Application Deadline: Friday, July 24th at 9pm. 
Selected applicants will be notified by email in August 2026 for a kickoff in late September/early October. 


1. Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
2. Email: Click or tap here to enter text.                                   
3. Municipality(ies)/Organization: Click or tap here to enter text.                         
4. Job Title: Click or tap here to enter text.                                  
5. If you are an Energy Advocate, how is your position funded? If you are not an Energy Advocate, skip to the next question. 
☐Entirely funded by CFP 
☐Partially funded by CFP 
☐Other (please describe): Click or tap here to enter text.

6. How long have you been in your current position? 
☐<6 months
☐6-12 months
☐1-2 years
☐2-5 years
☐5+ years
7. How many total years of work experience do you have in energy, sustainability, or a related field? 
☐<1 year
☐1-3 years
☐3-5 years
☐5-8 years
☐8+ years
8. Please describe any past positions you have held related to energy or sustainability and what you worked on, if relevant. (250-400 words)



9. Please describe any past training, certifications, or education related to energy, sustainability, or a related field. (200-300 words)
Click or tap here to enter text.

10. Rate your comfort level with the following areas How familiar are you with the following topics: 
	
	Not at all familiar 
	Slightly  familiar 
	Somewhat familiar
	Very familiar 

	Municipal government processes and decision-making
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Municipal budgeting and capital planning
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Local procurement and contracting processes
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Massachusetts state energy and climate policy
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Mass Save’s municipal programs and incentives
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Building systems (HVAC, lighting, controls) 
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Decarbonization and energy efficiency strategies for buildings
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Clean energy technologies 
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Greenhouse gas inventories 
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Data analysis and management
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Energy reporting and benchmarking 
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Project management and  budget management
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Grant writing and management
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Stakeholder engagement 
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Principles of equity and environmental justice 
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Community engagement and outreach
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Public speaking
	☐	☐	☐	☐


11. Why are you interested in the MESM Academy? (250-400 words)
Click or tap here to enter text.

12. How would this program support you in your current position? (250-400 words) 
Be specific about skills and responsibilities you want to take on. 
Click or tap here to enter text.

13. How would this program help advance your career goals? (250-400 words) 
Be specific about your career aspirations. 
Click or tap here to enter text.

14. What specific skills, knowledge, and abilities do you most hope to gain from the Academy? Select up to 5. 
☐ Municipal government decision-making and processes
☐State energy and climate policy
☐Municipal energy management 
☐Building decarbonization strategies
☐Clean energy procurement and contracting processes
☐Climate action planning and implementation
☐Data analysis 
☐Project management
☐Grant writing
☐Stakeholder engagement
☐Principles of Equity and Environmental Justice 
☐ Community engagement and outreach
☐Facilitation and change management
☐Other (please describe): Click or tap here to enter text.
15. Are you able to commit to the program schedule? i.e., approx. 4-6 hours per month including an in-person kickoff (Fall 2026) and an in-person celebration (summer 2027).
☐Yes
☐No (please describe): Click or tap here to enter text.
☐I’m not sure (please describe): Click or tap here to enter text.
16. We plan to offer most of the program’s training sessions during the workday, Can you accommodate it in your schedule? 
☐Yes
☐No (please describe): Click or tap here to enter text.
☐I’m not sure (please describe): Click or tap here to enter text.
17. Does your municipality/organization support the time commitment required for participation? (Written supervisor approval will be required upon acceptance into the MESM Academy) 
Click or tap here to enter text.

18. Briefly describe the communities and populations you serve through your work, including whether you currently serve or support Environmental Justice (EJ) communities or EJ populations?
Click or tap here to enter text.

19. What is your highest level of education? 
☐Less than a high school diploma
☐High school diploma or equivalent (GED)
☐Vocational training
☐Some college
☐Associate degree
☐Bachelor’s degree
☐Graduate/professional degree
20. Do you speak any languages other than English proficiently? Select all that apply. 
☐Arabic
☐Cantonese
☐Haitian Creole
☐Mandarin
☐Portuguese
☐Russian
☐Spanish
☐Vietnamese
☐Other (please specify): Click or tap here to enter text.
21. Which category describes you? Select all that apply. 
☐American Indian or Alaskan Native
☐Asian
☐Black or African American
☐Hispanic or Latino
☐Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander
☐White
☐Other
☐Multi-racial
☐Prefer not to say

22. I will email a copy of my resume and this completed application form to mesm@mapc.org. 
☐Yes
Please submit this completed form and a copy of your resume to mesm@mapc.org. 
Thank you for your interest! 
The MESM Academy Team
