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Housing 
Team 
Projects



Housing Production Plans

Gloucester Rockland Essex

And Regional Housing Production Plans!



Policy Development and Education

ADUs Municipal Affordable Housing 
Trusts

Local Action Units



HUD PRO Housing



Upcoming 
Housing 
Policy Work



40Y – Starter Homes Program
• Chapter 40Y Enacted in 2023
• Helps cities and towns voluntarily create zoning districts that 

support homes that are designed for someone buying their first 
home, downsizing, or for smaller households.

• Once a 40Y district is approved by EOHLC, a municipality is 
eligible for financial incentives



40R – Smart Growth Zoning
• Chapter 40R Enacted in 2004
• Helps cities and towns voluntarily create zoning districts that 

support housing choice, mixed-use development, and walkable, 
vibrant neighborhoods.

• Once a 40R district is approved by EOHLC, a municipality is 
eligible for financial incentives



ADU 
Case 
Studies



ADU Overview
• Affordable Homes Act passed Signed into law by Governor Healey 

in August of 2024
• The law provided for ADUs by right across Massachusetts (except 

for the city of Boston)
• The ADU Law went into effect on February 2nd 2025

Source: Mass.gov

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/the-affordable-homes-act-smart-housing-livable-communities
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/the-affordable-homes-act-smart-housing-livable-communities


MAPC Drafted Bylaw Examples

Marblehead
• Passed updated 

ADU Zoning at 
May Town 
Meeting

• Looking into 
limiting short 
term rentals in 
ADUs and 
beyond

Danvers
• Allowing same 

dimensional 
standards as 
proposed by the 
state

• Allowing a local 
type of 
accessory 
family unit in 
addition to 
ADUs

Littleton
• Allowing up to 

1200sf ADUs
• Only one ADU 

per lot
• Preventing 

condominium 
creation



Checklist for Municipal Planners



Questions?

Ghellensands@mapc.org
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